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PREFACE 


Of all the masterpieces of poetic genius, that have left their 
unerasable marks on the body of the world literature, none can surpass 
the great epic poem of the Ramayana whose tremendous influence had, 
through many a dark century, regulated the life of religion, art and 
literature even in countries beyond the boundary of India. Ff the 
world has ever produced a poet whose immortal pen has created a 
distinct cult not only in the vast field of literature, but also of religion 


-and art, it is Valmiki, the father of Sanskrit poetry, the first poet 


of humanity. Scholarship fails to find out the spirit which once so 
inspired the great poet that with a mere stroke of his pen he could 
create an inexhaustible supply of inspiration which has so long been 
feeding the cultural stream not only of its motherland but also of 
as distant countries as Further India. 

Far away from the homeland of Valmiki, poets have gathered 
gems from the limitless treasure of his creation, and enriched their 
own; artists have got the impulse of time-honoured art and immortalized 
themselves; and peasants in the field have hummed them, and men 
rowing in the river to drive away the tedium of their labour. Indeed, 
no pen of a poet has been able to establish such a great influence on 
the domain of man's heart as did the pen of Valmiki. META 

Even those who are still doubtful whether Rama was an histo- 
rical king—the veracity of which no Indians deny—will undoubtedly 
agree that the Rama created by the pen of Valmiki does live and will 
go on living for ever and ever to come. The Indian history abounds 
in sons as dutiful as Rama, wives as faithful as Sita, and brothers as 
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_ of his poetic genius like the sun 


2. The Thai 
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devoted as Lakshmana; yet face to face with this unparalleled crea- 


tion of that great poet of yore, their lustre fades away even as the 
light of a star grows dimmer and dimmer before the silvery brilliance of 
the moon. Throughout the ages that have gone by, poets have essayed 
to immortalize their patron kings, but all their attempts have only 
culminated in producing an imperceptible, though melodious, tone in 
the sweet music of literature. But the song that took its birth in an 
obscure cradle of human civilization and in the dim days of half- 
forgotten history is still vibrating in the literary music of countries as 
distant as Thailand. 

The peculiarity one notices in the Ramayanic literature of 
Thailand is that the very word “Ramayana” is unknown in her litera- 
ture and its author lies in popular ignorance. Quite familiar as 
they are with the “Glory of Rama” or Ramakirti& as the Thais call 
it, it was not until the reign of King Rama VI who gave a scholarly 
exposition on the origin of the Ramakirti, that they came to know the 
original name of the Ramayana and its author Valmiki, and that also 


only those who take lively interest in Thai classics. As regards the 
populace they are 


| As the writer of a popular song slowly disappears from the 
sight of the poe ple who are cang 


mti p ite 107 
still unaware of its original name and author. 


hi in the meshes of his music, so also 
t for the populace who are charmed by 
o that they are left powerless to seek 
et who remains obscure in the aurora 
surrounded by its dazzling rays. We 
our eyes baflle to pierce through its 


does Valmiki seem to cease to exis 
the spell of his music 30 much s 
for its author. Blessed is the po 


enjoy the bright sunshine but 
brilliance and look at the sun. 


However, the Ramayanic in 


onunciati (UTER T NUN 
pronunciation of the word is Ramakien. 
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(3) 
has taken expression in three distinct phases, that is, in literature, art 
and dramaturgy. Althoughthe first introduction of Ramayanic influence 
into Thailand can be traced back to a date as far as the 13th. century 
of the Christian Era, it is, nevertheless, not until the beginning of the 
Ratnakosindra Period (about 1781 A.D.) that the glory of Rama took 
expression into beautiful epic poems, still regarded as the flower of 
Thai classics. The influence of the Ramayana in those early centuries 
are often found in the names of kings and nobles and in literary 
excerpts. ‘Ihe honour of being the first poet of the Ramakirti 
belongs to King Rama I, founder of the present ruling dynasty of 
Chakri. The epic was then dramatized by his son King Rama II 
(1809—1824 A.D.) and began to be played as a mask. Gorgeous with 
the gaudy dresses of its actors and actresses, charming with the rythmic 
movements of their delicate forms, and rich with the sweet melody 
of its catching music, the mask is still played on public occasions 
and draws a considerable number of audience even in the days of 
talkies and pictures. | 

It should be mentioned herewith that the first literature produced 
for the mask dates back to the period of Ayudhya (1349—1647 A.D.) 
But like so many Ramayanic plays the plot depended on some solitary 
events of the Ramayana and showed no evidence of continuity such as 
we find in the later mask of King Rama II. 'Phe King of Dhonburi, 
immediate predecessor of King Rama I, also iried to versify some 
events of the Ramayana, which are still extant. E 

But long before the mask began to be staged there was in 
vogue a certain kind of play, known in Thai as hnang meaning hide 
or skin, in which all Ramayanic figures were cut ont of hide, painted 
in their characteristic colour inasmuch as every Ramayanic character 
possesses a distinctive colour of his own—Rama being green, Lakshmana 
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golden ete, — and were staged to be play red: they were very similar to 
marionettes but their movements instead of being controlled by string 
were controlled by hands. The hnang was generally played in festi- 
vals held at night, but now it has gone almost out of time and 
such figures of hide have taken refuge only in the museum as curios 
of Thai art. It should also be noted that the hnang in Thailand has. 


AMAN tra ^ 


been introduced from Java and is an adaptation of the Sanskrit 
Chayanataka. 

— Besides these, we also find the influence of the Ramayana fully 

^ displayed in Fine Arts, the most significant of which are the Ramaya- 

nic paintings on the walls of the gallery of the Temple of the Emerald 

- Buddha. ‘The series consists of nearly two hundred pictures and dates 

back to the reign of King Rama I. Ramayanic figures are also embroi-' 

dered on fans, covers of pillows etc, and engraved in neillo works, 
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such as belt heads, cigarette-cases etc. Indeed, we can easily say that 
- around the great glory of Rama, there has grown up a distinct cult of 
2 Fine Arts which we may invariably designate as the Ramayanic Cultof 
Thai Fine Arts. No one can deny that without the Ramakirti and its 
rious contributions to the different spheres of her culture, Thailand : 


Te great deal of her classical genes The AYA has 


"the Ramayana directly. The a carries i 
opular i in very many countries ranging fron E 
pue shows that the passage Hoa 
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which the story of Rama entered Thailand lay through many a different 
country. Although, so far as the plot is concerned,it thoroughly coincides 
withthe main story of the Ramayana, the details, nevertheless, so deviate 
from the original that we entirely lose its sight and induce ourselves 
to think we are reading a quite different narration of Rama. Unlike 
the Sanskrit Ramayana which begins with a question of Valmiki to 
Narada,the Ramakirti takes up the third inearnation of Narayana as the 
starting point. This ascribes the origin of the Ramakirti to an old book, 
called Narayana Sippang, Ten Incarnations of. Narayana, according tu 
which the order of the incarnationsruns as follows: 1. Boar. 2. Tortoise. 
3. Fish. 4. Buffalo to kill a buffalo. 5. Ascetic to decoy the phallus of 
Shiva from Tripuram. 6. Lion (Of. Nrisingha) to kill Hiranyapak- 
asura. 7. Hunchback Ci. Vamana) to dupe the demon, Tavan. 
8. Krishna. 9. Nymph (Vide Ch. IV.) 10. Rama. Another interesting 
characteristic is that whereas in all the Indian versions of the Rama- 
yana, Rama or Narayana is given the highest position of all gods, in 
the Ramakirti we find him situated in a place subordinate to Isvara, 
regarded to be the greatest of gods. 

We also think it worth while to discuss briefly the Ramayanic 
names in the Ramakirti as to how they differ from the original. It will 
be evident from the perusal of the book that regarding the names of 
personalities and places three distinct systems are to be found. Firstly, 
it keeps the original names in toto, as Rama, Hanuman etc. Secondly, 
it gives a quite different name from the original, as Manthara is named 
Kucci, obviously a deteriorated form of Sanskrit Kubji, and thirdly, it 
gives a modified one, as Satrughna is named Satrud, Kuvera is named 
Kuperan. One of the reasons of such changes and modifications 
may be ascribed to the phonetic peculiarities of the language. Some- 
times æ’ coming between two consonants is deleted making the former 
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m with the latter, while ‘a’ at the end of a word is generally 
made silent as we often find in Bengali. Thus, Garuda is pronounced 
Khrut. Moreover, being fundamentally a monosyllabic language with 
an inclination to stick to the sound of the word rather than to its 
correct spelling, we often find a modified form with a shortened 
pronunciation. So Lakshmana is written as Lakshana a common word 
in Thai language, and pronounced as Lak retaining the sound of 
the first syllable only and deleting all others. Another peculiarity of 
the Thai language is that the third and the fourth letters of a group are 
pronounced alike, the sound being similar to that of the second letter 
of the Sanskrit group. Thus ga, gha, are pronounced like kha of 


Sanskrit. This has served as one of the causes to give a modified 


tone in the Ramayanic names. So we find that the word Bharata is 


pronounced as Phrot and written as Barat. Incidentally, it may be 
noticed that ‘a’ is pronounced short like ‘o’ in ditto. 


z But there are many changed and modified names which do not 


E comply with the phonetic peculiarities of the language; and these are 
ais t A 
pi- he names that may lead us very near to the sources of the Thai 


version of the Ramayana, 
pt influences left in the bod 
E $ Kuperan may be taken 


since they invariably show the traces of various 
Y of the Ramakirti. For example, the name 
— Thai works We oft MR e cou ie p 
Eoo. ae muon the Ranekrib word “Kuy era i 
“the Papi Word for x of Wealth is always named Kuperan, which 18 

: ige of Tamil ing uvera and may, therefore, be easily recognized as & 
“names in the m XOT a thorough study of the Rame 
V MN amakirti will undoubtedly prove an advantageous 
E. naa the sources of the Thai version of Rama's glory: 
2 =) ustive to be put in the few lines of a preface, V6 
"efrain from fully treating th 
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to do in a different treatise and at a more opportune moment when 
our readers have got a considerable idea of the Thai version. 

So the only object in view of this book is to furnish our readers 
with a clear narration of the Ramakirti without curtailing any of its 
peculiarities that may guide us to the original home of these additional 
anecdotes. 

In conclusion, 1 must acknowledge that the book owes its 
completion to Phya Anuman Rajadhana and Phra Sara Prasert for 
their valuable suggestions, Phya Ratnabimba for his kind permission 
to take photographs of the paintings on the gallery of the Temple of 
the Emerald Buddha, Luang Vuddhi Variron for his lending the plate 
“Manimekhala tantalizing Ramasura,” and Nai Aree Subal for his 
kindly taking photographs of the paintings. 

To all these gentlemen I would fain offer my heartiest thanks. 


Swami Satyananda Puri. 
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Ghe 
RAMAKIRTI ! 
OR 
THE TAI VERSION 
OF T o 
THE RAMAYANA 
CHAPTER I 


Birth of Anomatan, First King of Ayudhya 


Long, long ago when the world was in its tender infancy there 
lived on the summit of Mount Chakravala, a demon of prodigious 
strength and appearance, named Hirantayaksa 2 Terrible with his 
awful. golden countenance, a nd invincible by the grace of Isvara, he 
was such a ferocious fiend that in no time his tyranny became past 
endurance. Emboldened and intoxicated by his miraculous power, the 
demon in him rose up io devastate the whole creation together with 
all its unfortunate inhabitants. Not satisfied with the hoard of havoc 
he let loose all over the world, he tore off from the body of the earth, 
three enormous portions of the names of Jambudvipa, Uttarakuru and 
Amara-goyana, made them into rolls, put them under his armpit as if 
they were mere scrolls of paper. and dived down into the region of 
Nether Land.” l 

But invincibly puissant as he was, the day of retributien was 
drawing near. His daring insolence and ernelties inspired terror in 
the very hearts of gods. So chey rushed to Mount Krailasa® to seek 
protection of Isvara. A god of compassion, Isvara was naturally 
moved to pity the unfortunate inhabitants of the three worlds. So he 


ih, Sans. Hwranyaksa. 2. Patala. 8. Sans. "Küilasa. 
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sent for Narayanal and order 
clutch of Hiranta. Accordingly, Narayana took 
and dived down into the region of Nether Land where the demon Was 


ed him to save ihe world from ihe cruel 


the form of a boar 


reposing under the fancied assumption of safety. They fell litorali 
tooth and nail upon a fearful fighi at the end of which victory smiled 
on Narayana and Hiranta was vanquished to death. 

Narayana, then, returned to his own abode on the Ocean of 
Milk and began to chant Vedic hymns. While the voice of Narayana 
was still reverberating the calm atmosphere around, there £rew up, on 
the breast of the Ocean, a delicate lotus-plant with a beautiful flower 
in its full bloom. And surrounded: by its soft and fragrant petals 
there appeared a child excelling gods in loveliness. Narayana took 
the child in his anns and started for Mount Krailasa to dedicate him 
to Isvara. 

By the divine injunction of Isvara the child was destined to be 
the first King of the world and found the royal dynasty of Narayana? 
with the sole purpose of saving the world from the cruel sway of 
demons. 

Jambudvipa wa: chosen to be the country where the benign 
rule of this miraculous child should begin, and Indra was vested with 
the charge of building a capital for him. 


So, to comply with Isvara’s order, Indra came down to Jambu- 
dvipa where he me shis n 1 s 
i e he met four Rishis named Achanagavi, Yugagra, Daha and 


Ta r CER Nae is € s 
Yaga. They advised the King of gods to build ihe capital in the forest 


Le — AA 


a Wa Narayana is given a subordinate position lo 
i UTE -- 4 TS which perhaps shows that the Ramayana was probably 
first introduced by ihe Shawa sect, 


£ ", B hi 
2. Note the race of Rama is not the Solar Race as in the Original but is known 
as Narayana's Race. 
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13 
of Dvaravati,/ their dwelling place. The capital of the kings of Nara- 
yana's race was therefore established in the site where once lay the 
forest of Dvaravati, and was named Ayudhya from the initial letters 
of the names of the four rishis who recommended the place. The child 
was then crowned King of Ayudhya. under the name of Anomatan? 
and came to be regarded as the incarnation of Narayana to subdue 
the demons and save the world. In order that he might perform his 
divine duty fully and thoroughly, he was endowed with supernatural 
power and given four weapons, namely, an arrow, a trident, a mace 
and a ring. Besides, with a view that the newlyfounded race might 
not come to extinction with ihe death of Anomatan, Indra offered him 
à queen, named, Manikesara. A son was born to them, named Ajapal.? 
When Ajapal came to maturity, Anomaten installed him King of 
Ayudhya and passed away to heaven. 

Like his father, King Ajapal also carried to the satisfaction of 
all gods and men ihe entrusted duty of ensuring the safety of the 
world from the demons. So when A-ura Brahma, a certain demigod, 
became indomitable by receiving a miraculous mace from Isvara, he at 
once vanquished him by means of a sword which he got trom Isvara 
through the mediation of Malivag, another of the demigods, who never 
deviated [rom the path of rectitude. After many years of a glorious 
reign the King was gathered to his father, leaving his son Dasaratha 
to carry on the tradition of the race. 


1. Obviously, he name was adopted from the Mahabharata. Perhaps, on account 
of the inconspicuous influence of the Mahabharata the name was, under some 
misunderstanding, iniroduced vido the Ramayane story. 

2. Anomatan is obviously Raghu. But the name is very peculiar. Ii sounds 
like Tamil without any reference to its Tamil origin. Although it 1s vegy difh- 
cult io come to a definite conclusion, yet some sugyesitons may be ventured. Ai 
first the writer vutroduces the name Anoma. Lf so, it may be the Pali word ano- 
ma (Sans. Anuvama) meaning high, illustrious. Qr 2f the word is Anomatam 
it amiul be derived from ano and matri, meanvag "who has no another," As the 
child was born without a mother, he might be called Anomata, Anomatan being 
its deteriorated form. 

3. Valmiki -- Aya. 
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CHAPTER Ii 


Birth of Rama and his brothers 


After ihe death of King Ajapal, his son Dasaratha ascended the 
throne of Avudhya. He had three queens, named Kausuriya, Samudraja 
and Kaiyakeshi.1 Happy as he was in his kingly grandeur and conjugal 
love, pa always lived in deep sorrow owing to the fact that no queen 
of his bore a son to him and heir to the throne. 

At last he sought assistance of four rishis, named, Vasishtha,* 
Svamitra,? Vajjavagg and Bharadvaj. Willing though they were to 
be of any service to the King, they were afraid their holy power was 
not sufficient enongh to produce a befitting son to the Narayana's race 
destined to save the world from the clutches of demons. Moreover, 
demons were then devastating the whole creation, so it required an 
able king on the throne of Ayudhya to vanquish them. ‘Therefore 
they advised the King to ask the help of Kalaikoti, a rishi of great 
power, t» perform the necessary sacrifice for a child. 

Now, this Kolaikoti was the son of Rishi Singamuni and 
born of a deer; so he got the face of a deer while his body was 
human. When he was young, his penance was so severe that it caused 
drought in Romabattan,® the country he was performing his religious 
austerities. So the King of the place sent his daughter to entice him 
into the life of a house-holder, An easy victim to womanly seducement, 
the young rishi gave up his penance, thus causing a copious rainfull 
to the country and came to live in the palace as the King’s son-in-law 


1. Says. Kausalya, Sumitra and Karkeyr. 
2, Sans. -- Vashishtha. 3. Sans. -- Visvamitra. 

£. Kalukot is obviously Kishyasringa. But here Singamumi (deterioration of 
Rishyasringa) appears to be the father. Bvidenily at is due to confusion between 
father Vibhandaka, and. son Rishyasringa, 
5. According lo Valmiki the name of the country was Anga wh, 
the reigning King was Romapada, Undoubtedl 
mistaken for the name of the country. 


ile the name of 
y the name of the King has been 
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Being now invited by Dasaratha he came down to Ayudhya 
and took up the charge of performing the necessary sacrifice. But he 
thought it advisable to consult Isvara before he proceeded with the 
sacrifice. So accompanied by the four rishis he started for Mount 
Krailasa. In view of the fact that the world was then oppressed by 
ihe demons whose inhuman power had through the boons of the three 
Supreme Gods reached the verge of invincibility Rishi Kalaikota 
asked Isvara to request Narayana to incarnate as the son of Dasaratha 
and relieve the world from the hovering calamity. Accordingly, Nara- 
yana was requested, who agreed to take incarnation, provided Lakshmi, 
Anantanaga, Mace, Discus and Conch should also incarnate simulta- 
neously —a provision which Isvara granted at once. 

Isvara advised the rishis to return and perform the sacrifice out 
of the fire of which there would appear a demi-god with a tray of divine 
food consisting of four cakes, on his head. Instantly, a crow would 
sweep down on the tray and fly to the south with a meagre half of a 
cake. The rest should be given to the queens of Dasaratha so that 
they might bear him four sons. 

The advice of Isvara was followed to the letter and everything 
went on as predicted by him. Narayana incarnated as Rama son of 
Kausuriya, and was of green complexion; Discus as Barata son of 
Kaiyakeshi, and was of red complexion; Naga and Conch together as 
Tiakshana, son of Samudra and was of yellow complexion; while Mace 
incarnated as Satrud, also a son of Samudra, and was of purplescom- 
plexion. Of the four sons Rama was the eldest followed by Barata, 


TLakshana and Satrud respectively. 


1. Note the peculiarity of the incarnation as lo how it differs from the Indian 


point of view according to which Narayana himself incarnated as the four sons 


of Dasaratha. n 
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CHAPTER lii 


Creation of Lanka 


Consonant to the prediction of Isvara a crow did really arrive 
while the demi-god came out of the sacrificial fire. It flew away to 
the south with halt a portion of one of the cakes, which in fact, was 
destined to be the origin of Sita, incarnation of Lakshmi. 

Now on the south was situated the island of Lanka, kingdom 
of the demons. As it was, the crow was sent bv Dasakantha, King of 
Lanka, to steal away the divine food for the gratification of his queen 
Mando. This leads us to explain how Dasakantha came to the throne 
of Lanka and how Mando became his queen. 

At first Lanka was named Rangka, owing to a great nest of 
_ crows on the peak of its mountain, called Nilakala. Sahapati Brahma? 
created the island for one of his devotees, named Sahamalivan,3 who 
thus became the first King of Lanka. But being afraid of Narayana, 
he left his island kingdom and fled to Nether Land. 

Binding his creation left unruled and uncared-of he ordered 
Visyakarma to build a beautiful city on Mount Nilakala. After its 
completion he named it Vijaya-Lanka£ and enthroned Chaturabaktxa, 
another of his devotees, as its King, with Queen Malika as his CORSOD: 


IA Nyari Thai see) of the name. “Both the 20 are Thai, “Boi 
means nest, and Ka means crow. 


2. Perhaps the word has been borrowed from the Buddhist conception of Saham- 
pais Brahma, . | 

3. Valmiki -- Malyavan. 
e A peculiay OM) of the word “Vijaya” Ti may be received as a, verifica- 
lion of the tradition that Vijaya Singha, a prince of Bengal, was the first con- 


queror of Lanka and it was after him that the island 
hala, ” 


received its name Sing- 


g 
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After the death of Chaturabakira, his son Lastien! ascended 
the throne of Lanka. He was a formidable demon and had five queens, 
namely Shri Sunanda, mother of Kuperan;! Chitramali, mother of 
Devanasura: Suvarnamalai, mother of Ashdhata; Varaprabha, mother 
of Maran; and Rajta, mother of six sons and one daughter, namely, 
Dasakantha, Kumbhakarna, Bibhek,/ Dushana, Khara, and Samma- 
nakkha.£ 

At that time, Kalanaga was King of Patai. It has been told 
that Sahamalivan, ex-king of Lanka, took refuge iu Patal His 
stay in Nether Land was not agreeable to Kalanaga who was in 
constant fear that one day this ex-king might rise against his rule 
and usurp his kingdom. So, at some opportune moment he made an 
aggressive march against Sahamalivan. Now, Sahamalivan was in 
good terms with the present ruling dynasty of Lanka and had already 
paid his homage to King Chaturabakira. So he sought help of Lastien 
who gladly responded io his call and in no time vanquished Kalanaga. 
Finding no other means to avoid a death blow from the weapons of 
Luastien, the king of Patal offered him his daughter Kala-aggi and 
ran away with his lile. Tiastien accepted the young princess and 
married her to his son Dasakantha. 

When he came to old age he divided his kingdom among his 
ten sons so that they might not come to quarrels and blows after he 
had closed his eyes for ever. According to this division Dasakantha 
succeeded him as the King of Lanka, whereas Kuperan was made King 
of Kalachakra and got the air-chariot Pushpaka; Devanasura became 
ruler of Chakravala; Ashdhata, of Badkan; Maran, of Solash; Khara, of 
Romagal: Dushana, of Charik in Janapada; and Trishira became ruler of 


Majjavari, while Sammanakkha was given in marriage to King Jivha. 


AA mena cr erc Per - D ERI EMO I RT pemanenan angen 


1, “Valmiki -- Pulasiya, Vibhisana, Surpanakha respectively. 
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CHAPTER IV 


Aniecedenis of Dasakantha 


Of all the brothers and step-brothers, Dasakantha, was the most 
formidable. His indomitable spirit and courage brought implicit 
obedience of his subjects and soldiers alike. But the invincible 
power he possessed was not an acquirement of his present birth 
but an inheritence the origin of which lay in some events of his former 
life, when he used to enjoy the bliss of Heaven. 

On Mount Krailasa, Nandaka, a certain demigod, was given the 
charge of washing the feet of those gods who came to pay reverence 
to Isvara. Putinsuch a lowly station he became the object of constant 
pranks of these shining ones whoalways liked to pat him on his head or 
cheeks or to pull ont his hair. But what brought ha ppy laughter to the 
playful gods cansed unhappy tears to the poor Nandaka. Year followed 
year, aeon followed aeon, he was still the butis of their pranks and 
tricks. His head became so stripped of hair that it appeared as smooth 
asa bald head. Unable to bear such insulis any longer he approached 
Isvara and prayed for à boon that whomever he would point out with 
the end of his finger would fall a victim to instantaneous death. 

i Pleased with his long and faithful service, Isvara easily com plied 
with his prayer. Consequently, when the gods, ignorant of his super- 
natural power, came to play pranks on him as usual, they met but 
horrible death ai the pointing finger of Nandaka. 


At last Indra approached Isvara and eraved for his compassion to 


z Pring an end to this disastrous power of his devotee. So Isvar 
Narayana to vanquish Nandaka and save the gods. 
Narayana took the form of a celestial ny mph and began 


a ordered 
Accordingly, 
to flirt with 


» | 4 è 2 
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Nandaka. The flirtation kindled the flame of passion in his heart so 
much so that he asked the love of the celestial nymph. The heavenly 
“maidan” accepted his love on condition that he would dance with 
her first. Nandaka joyfully agreed to the proposal and they began to 
dance. In the course of dancing the nymph pointed her finger at her 
legs. Forgetful of the calamitous power of his finger Nandaka too 
did so. Consequently, his legs were broken. Not to let go this opportunity 
Narayana at once took his own form, ready to kill Nandaka. Finding 
himself a dupe of trickery he rebuked Narayana of his wamanly policy 
which went against all rules ot heroism. Taken to task Narayana 
answered that in the birth to come Nandaka would be born with ten 
heads and twenty arms, yet he would kill him in the form ot a man 
with one head and two arms. And thus Nandaka was born as Dasa- 
kantha with formidable power to fulfil the promise uttered by Narayana 
in his former birth. 

When Isvara saw that Nandaka had been born as Dasakantha, he 
thought of some means to help Narayana when he would incarnate to 
vanquish him. He, therefore, ordered 2 god named Vessujnan to take 
birth as a brother of Dasakantha with the mission of assisting Rama, 
incarnation of Narayana, in his fight against the King of Lanka. 
Vessujnan was born as Bibhek and endowed with a mystic glass 
which would serve him as his eye to pierce through the darkness of 
ignorance and reveal the mystery in the womb of tuturity. This was 
why Bibhek was able to unfold even the most secret plans of Dasa- 


kantha and indirectly caused his death. 
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CHAPTER V 


Dasakaniha's marriage with Mando 


Although Dasakantha was previously married to Kala-aggi, 
princess of Patal, he had another queen, named Mando,l who was 
bestowed upon him by Isvara. 

Mando was not an ordinary woman. Indeed, her birth lay in 
ihe miraculous power of certain four rishis who were performing 
religious austerities in the forest of the Himalayas. he morning 
meal of these rishis consisted of milk which a flock of cows used to 
discharge voluntarily into a glass bowl. Every day, after they had 
drunk their full, they used to give what remained, to a frog that lived 
nearby. 

Now, at that time there lived in Patal a Naga maiden who was 
abnormally sensual. Her urge of sexual pleasure remaining unsatisfied 
in her own land, she left her home, made a crevice and came to the 
Upper World. Here she found none with whom she could satisfy 
her pleasure of flesh. At last she came across a snake whom she 
invited to enjoy bodily pleasure with her. 

The four rishis, while returning from gathering their daily 
need of fruits in the forest, saw the dishonourable conduct of the 


- 1 4 > : s y 3 
Naga maiden. 30 in order to rouse the sense of honour in her lustful 


mind, they beat her at the tail. Ashamed to be thus seen and struck 
by the four holy men, the n: 


aga at once dived down to her own land 


nursi g aj V : ; 
ursing vengeance against the rishis. So at some oppoxtune moment 


1, Valmiki -- Mandodari. But in Thai ix is spelt with a 
palatal; so the word signifies a frog and accordin 
- ås shown to be due to a frog. 


guttural 'd' instead of 
gly the origin of Mandodari 


CC-0. Prof. Satya Vrat Shastri Collection. 


| 
1 
i 
| 


è 
Digitized By Siddhanta eGangotri Gyaan Kosha 


21 


she again came up to the world and discharged venom into the glass 
bowl of milk. 

The frog was however an observer of this cruel attempt of 
revengeful murder. A grateful creature to the four rishis, she leapt 
into the bowl of poison and courted death in order to warn them of 
their awaiting fatal danger 

The four rishis came to take their morning milk as usual, and 
saw the dead frog floating on the surface. Mistaking her for a greedy 
animal, yet moved by pity they brought her io life by chanting an 
incantation. Being unjustly rebuked of greediness she revealed the 
true fact to them. They were much pleased and to repay the debt 
of gratitude they owed her, they transformed the ugly frog into the 
most beautiful of all maidens, gave her the name of Mando, and 
presented her to Isvara who in his turn offered her to Uma as one of 
her maids. 

Now, there occurred an accident on Mount Krailasa. Virulhaka, 
presiding deity of the directions, was climbing the stairs of Mount 
Krailasa to pay reverence to Isvara. Thinking that Isvara was then 
on the top, receiving gods, he fell prostrate at every step as a mark 
of his sincere devotion. 

It so happened that Isvara was then absent. So seeing him 
à gecko, named Sarabhu, mocked at him in 


paying vain reverence, 
glee. Virulhaka looked np; of course he did not find Isvara, instead 
Sarabhu fell into his vision. Heat once became furious, took. off the 
snake he used to wear baldric- wise and hurled at him. It killed Sarabhu, 
but the force he used in throwing made a side of the mountain sink 
down. | 
When Isvara found his mountain inclined on one side he declared 


whoever would be able to lift it up into its former position would be 
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awarded to his heart's content. The gods tried their best, but Krailasa 
remained immovabie. 

Then Isvara sent for Dasakantha who volunteered to lift it up. 
He enlarged his body as big as that of Brahma and applied all his 
force in setting it right. His attempt met with success. As a reward 
he wanted Uma. Since Isvara could not break his promise Uma was 
given him. Dasakantha took hold of Uma but felt her body terribly 
hot. Nevertheless, he put her on his head and started for Lanka. 

The gods, alarmed at the untoward consequence of Isvara’s pro- 
mise, tried to find out means to restore Uma to him. So Narayana 
changed himself into an old gardener. He then pretended to planta 
tree with its root upward. When Dasakantha saw this, he scolded 
him for his foolish procedure. But the old man retorted that he was 
more foolish inasmuch as he was carrying a bad woman whose body 
was so terribly hot that it would burn and destroy all his race. He 
should choose a better woman whose name was Mando. So Dasakantha 
returned Uma to Isvara and took Mando instead, 

On his way to Lanka, he happened to fly over the palace of 
Bali, King of Rhidkhin.? Bali was enchanted by the beanty of Mando. 
Finding an excuse in Dasakantha’s passing over his palace, he chal- 
lenged him to fight. Victory favoured Bali and Mando became the 
wife of the victor. 


Dasakantha returned io Lanka, defeated and insulted, At last 
through the negotiation of his preceptor 
to him. 


Angad, Mando was restored 


2, Sans, -- Kishkindha, 


CC-0. Prof. Satya Vrat Shastri Collection. 


a 
Digitized By Siddhanta eGangotri Gyaan Kosha 


3 


CHAPTER VI 
Origins of Bali and Sugrib 


That Dasakantha had to own defeat to Bali was due to his 
divine origin which requires some elucidation 

King Gotama, ruler of Saketa,£ was childless. So his vast 
kingdom brought him no pleasure and satisfaction. At last be renounc- 
ed his throne and took refuge in asceticism. For a long period of 
two thousand years he remained absorbed in meditation. His beard 
grew so long that it touched his lap and two weaver-birds made their 
nest in its shelter. One day the female one laid some eggs. The 
male one told his wife to hatch the eggs, while he went to a lake on 
the Himavan in search of some fosd. The lake was full of blooming 
lotuses. "The beauty enchanted him and he flew down on a full blown 
lotus. Finding sufficient food around the flower he was perching on 
and taken with the noveliy of this new station he quite forgot that the 
evening was drawing in. So when the sun set and the lotus closed 
its petals, he remained captive in its pericarp all the night. 

Next morning when he arrived home his body was still giving 
out the fragrance of lotus. The female perceived the «mell and in her 
feminine heart she took it for that of some other weaver-bird whose 
company her husband was perhaps keeping the last night. So she. 
rebuked her husband of faithlessness. “The male bird contradicted her 
accusation and swore if he was guilty of faithlessness all the sins of 
the ascetic would fall upon him. 


re ES OT TT — M ÓÓÀQPÓ ET ET SE PEO ERE LA PAN ETE ET TEAL 
1. Gotama is obviously Gautama, husband of Ahalya. Here he is introduced 
as a king. A peculair confusion of ideas is found in the use of “Saketa” which 


is really another name of Ayodhya and not a different country. 


CC-0. Prof. Satya Vrat Shastri Collection. 


D 


. 
Digitized By Siddhanta eGangotri Gyaan Kosha 


24 


The word gave Gotama a great shock as he always thought 
himself sinless. So he asked the weaver-bird the reason of his allega- 
tions and came to know that his sin lay in his being childless. 

Consequently, he made a sacrifice, and out of the sacrificial 
fire there came a beautiful maiden, named Kala-achana. Gotama made 
her his wife. In due time she gave birth to a daughter. The father 
named her Svaha. 

Now, Indra and other gods were contemplating how they would 
divide their power and strength and create soldiers for Rama in his 
fighting against Dasakantha. At last they thought of Kala-achana. 
So Indra came down and by dint of his supernatural power, Kala- 
achana conceived. In course of time she gave birth to a son who was 
named Kakashbiri. After some time Aditya came down and by him 
she bore another son named Sugrib. Gotama, ignorant of their authors, 
took them for his own children. But Svaha was a witness to her 
mother's faithless behaviour. 

So one day, when Gotama was going for bathing with Sugrib 
in his arms, Kakash on his neck and Svaha led by her hands, it hurt her 
filial feelings too much. She could not help remarking that her father 
was making his own child walk, while to the children of others he was 


far more obliging. At this Gotama was struck with astonishment. So 
he asked his 


him at once. 


"Gotama, h 


daughter of the reasons of her remark, which she told 


owever, could not bring himself to believe such a 
faithless description of his beloved wife 


the river side and threw them into 1 SE TRUM 
M Into the water with the prayer that who- 
EIAS his own child would swim to him and the children of others be 
transformed into monkeys and enter into the forest. His prayer came 
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true, and accordingly Kakash and Sugrib, who had now got simian 
forms, took shelter in a nearby forest. 

Gotama came home and cursed his faithless wife to be turned 
into a stone so that when Narayana would incarnate to destroy demons, 
she, in the form of a stone, would be used in making a bridge and 
thus remain drowned in the ocean for good. 

Kala-achanal also got very angry with her daughter who dis- 
closed her secret. So she cursed her to remain standing on one leg 
with one hand taking hold of a branch, and feed on wind only. How- 
ever she could get rid of her cursed life only when she would be able 
to bear a powerful monkey child. 

When Indra and Aditya saw the wretched condition of Their 
children, they built a city for them and named it Khidkhin. -They, 
then by power of incantation, called all the monkeys of the world to 
come and reside in this city under the kingship of Kakash the eldest. 
Thus Kakash, became monarch of all monkeys. 

Then, there happened an event which brought much prominence 
to Kakash and Sugrib. It was spring in heaven. All gods were celebrat- 
ing the merry season with great eclat. Manimekhala, goddess of the 


sea, was also coming to take part in the celebration. Now, this goddess 


" Kala- Chana is ob Vidt. by ihe story deviates from the original 
Valmiki according to which at rums as follows: from the tears of Brahma 
there came out à monkey. Once while roving in a forest he chanced to bathe 
in a cursed lake, When he got out of it he was transformed into a beautiful 
maiden. Indra and Aditya were enamour ed of her beauty. Consequently, two 
children were born, one from her hair, called Bali, and another from her neck, 
called Sugrib. In the morning the monkey got back his original form. He was 
then installed King of Kishkindha by Brahma. 
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bad a mystic gem, the fame of which spread far and wide. Ramasura,2 
a demon of unparalleled power, was also on his way to heaven when 
he saw Manimekhala playing with the gem. Driven by the intention 
of possessing it himself, he began to chase the goddess. As Ramasura 
was renowned for his invincible valour, so his chasing Manimekhala 
brought terror into the hearts of all gods and goddesses who fled to 
their own abodes without delay. But Manimekhala found a novel 
pleasure in being followed by such a gigantic demon. So she began to 
tantalize him with her gem. Ramasura, however speedily he might 
run, could never overtake her. Always tantalizing but never allowing 
herself to be too near, Manimekhala was still beyond his reach. At 
last he became furious and tried to kill her by throwing his axe. But 
the axe was unable to harm the goddess. Ít only helped to increase his 
fury which had, by now, become unfathomable. | 

Just at that time Arjuna,? a certain god of much power, crossed 
the path of Ramasura. His fury found a new object. He took hold 
of the unfortunate god and threw him against Mount Sumeru. Unable 
to bear such a violent force, the mountain inclined on one side. Glad 
now that his fury found satisfaction, Ramasura went back to his 
residence 

When Isvara saw the inclined position of Mount Sumeru, he 
invited all beings of the three worlds to pull it straight. They wound 


TTE ai 
1. Ramasura is evidently Parasurama. But here he is called a demon--a quite 
different interpretation from the Indian conception according to. which he is 
regarded as one of the incarnations of Narayana, This Ramasura is a differ- 
ent personality from the Ramasura who faced Rama. Ti is interesting. to note 
that on different activities of Parasurama there have been created different 
personalities but with the same name, Ramasura, 


2. Arjuna is undoubtedly Kartavirjarjuna who was not a god but a king 
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the mount with a serpant and began to pull. But all their attempts 
came to nothing. Mount Sumeru remained as inclined as ever. At 
last Sugrib volunteered his services. He pressed the navel of the 
serpant, who being sensitive at the touch, at once tightened its body 
round the mount; at the same time Kakash put his shoulder against 
Sumeru and lifted it straight. 

Pleased to see such a marvellous display of intelligence and 
strength, Isvara rewarded both the brothers. Kakash got a trident with 
which he could fight against all, and the epithet of Bali the Strong. 
As for Sugrib, who was then absent, he sent a damsel, named Tara, 
in the care of his brother. She was put in an urn. Narayana resented 
the act, saying that to send a damsel in the care of a youth was to put 
a flower before a bee. But Bali assured him that if he went back on 
his promise he would embrace death from the arrow of Rama. Bali 
came home and saw the beauty of Tara, It enchanted him so much 


so that he forgot his promise and made her his own wife. 


1. A different interpretation from the original, where it means “born of hair" 


Bali was born of his mother's hair. 
3 
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CHAPTER VII 


Birth of Hanuman: His meeting with Bali 


When Bali was thus firmly established on the throne ol 
Khidkhin he was introduced to a very powerful monkey named Hanu- 
man. Indeed, he was Bali’s nephew, being the son of Svaha, king’s 
step-sister. 

Tt has been told that Svaha was cursed by her mother Kala- 
achana, to remain standing on one leg, until she would bear a son. 
Isvara happened to see her wretched condition and took pity on her. 
Besides, he found in her a happy chance to help Rama in his fight 
against demons. So he divided his own power as well as the powers 
of all divine weapons and told Bayu to take those powers and put them 
into the mouth of Svaha, so that she might have a son whose body 
would be composed of the aggregation of all those weapons. The 
mace would become his backbone so that he could travel on the sky. 
The trident would become his body, hands and legs as well as his 
special weapon which would always remain stuck on his chest so that’ 
he could take it out whenever he liked. ‘lhe discus was to be his head, 
while Bayu was ordered to be his father, 

Accordingly, Bayu followed the injunction of Isvara and in no 
time Svahal was in conception. After a long period of thirty months 
she proud forth a child, a beautiful white monkey as big as a boy 
of sixteen years old. But instead of the usual course he came out 


T. Svala is ote Assan of Valmiki, Ta qu. the mor 1s quite 
different from. the original, where she is known to be the wife of Kesari and 
daughter of Kunjara, herself a celestial nymph named Punjikasthali b 

cursed to be born asa monkey. — ae 
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of his mother's mouth. His father, Bayu, named him Hanuman. His 
mother told him that he had some special marks on his body, namely 
two ear-rings, two bright canine teeth and a white, coiled hair. They 
would remain invisible to all but Narayana. So, whoever would be 
able to notice them must be his incarnation, whom Hanuman should 
serve as a loyal and devoted soldier. After the birth of this child, Svaha 
got rid of her cursed life. 

Now, one day, Hanuman was playing in a garden with all his 
simian mischievousness. It so happened that the garden belonged 
to Goddess Uma. So when she came to know that her favourite 
garden had fallen a prey to the indomitable sirength of Hanuman, 
she at once cursed him that his strength would lessen down to half. 
But being solicitiously entreated by Hanuman she at last condescended 
to grant him the boon ‘that he would recover his original strength 
when Narayana, in ihe incarnation of Rama, would touch his body 
[rom head to tail. 

After a few days, Bayu, his father, came to see him. He took 
his son to Isvara who taught him how to change form and disappear. 
‘The monkey was also favoured with the boon of immortality. As 
Hanuman was the nephew of Bali and Sugrib, so Isvara sent for them 
to come to Mount Krailasa, so that he might introduce him to his 
uncles. 

Besides, from the scurf of his skin, Isvara created for Bali a 
monkey, named J ambuban,! who became well-versed in medicine. 

When Bali and Sugrib came to see Isvara he offered the newly 
created monkey to Bali as his foster-child. So Hanuman and J ambuhan 


accompanied the two brothers to their couniry of Khidkhin. 


1. According to the original Jambuban was the son of Brahma. 


« 
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CHAPTER VIII 
Birth of Angad 


At the time when Mando was restored to Dasakantha she was 


in conception. So before she left the palace Angad, by the request ' 


of Bali, took the faetus out of her womb and put it into that of a goat. 
When the time of delivery came he again took the child out of the 
goat's womb, gave him his own name Angad and returned him to his 
father, Bali. 

When the boy reached the age of ten, he was taken to the river 
for a bathing ceremony. Now, Dasakantha, finding in him a prepetual 
mark of Mando’s dishonour with a monkey, made vp his mind to kill 
ihe boy. So he transformed himself into a big crab and remained 
hidden in the water. However, he could not escape the vigilant eyes 
of the monkey soldiers: but they were unable to get hold of him 
however hard they might try. 

; So Bali was informed, At the sight of the monkey king, the 
king of Lanka took his own form. 
fight. At the end Dasakantha Was ta 


st 5 : 
YA all ihe monkey flocks. For seven days the poor king was d 
sor oon "m 
E rget for scorn and insults. At last he was released, disappointed 
and dishonoured. : i 


At once they fell into a dreadful 


ken captive and made a laughing 
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CHAPTER IX 


Dasakamtha's immortality 


Thus mortally insulted and ignominously defeated by Bali for 
the second time, Dasakantha again sought the counsel of his preceptor. 
Angad advised his dear disciple to perform a sacrifice by which he 
could acquire the miraculous power of taking his soul out of his body 
and putting it somewhere else so that no weapon would be able to kill 
him though it might wound his body. Dasakantha followed his 
instructions. His sacrilice bore fruitage. The miraculous power he 
now acquired, being but next to immortality, only added more fuel to 
his demonie despotism which now began to run amok all over heavens. 

First of all he attacked his own brother Kuperan for the pos- 
session of the Pushpaka. Unable to stand the might of Dasakanthe 
he fled through the air to Isvara, leaving the Pushpaka behind him. 
In a fury, Isvara hurled # tusk at Dasakantha's chest. Disabled, he 
reburned to Lanka and asked the help of Visvakarma to saw the 
tusk out. | 

After his recovery he transformed himself into a milter and 
courted a spawner. In consequence, à mermaid was born who got 
the name of Suvarnamaccha. Afterwards he took the form of an 
olephant and cohabited with a female one. His elephant wite bore 
him two children.. ‘hey had demonic bodies bui elephantine heads. 


One was named Kiridhara and the other Kirivan. n 
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CHAPTER X 
Birth of Sita 


Alihough Dasakantha possessed many concubines, it was Queen 
Mando who became the queen of his heart. Dasakantha would gladly 
lay down his life in order to fulfil even the slightest desire of the queen. 

Now, at the sacrifice performed by Dasaratha, the divine food 
that came out of the fire spread its flavour as far as Lanka. It roused 
the greed of the queen so much that she asked Dasakantha for the 
divine food. - He could not refuse the request of Mando who was so 
very dear to his heart. He, therefore, ordered Kakana, a she-demon, 
to change herself into a crow and steal the food. She only succeeded 
in stealing a meagre half of the cake, and gave it to Mando, 

In consequence, the queen conceived. 
who was really the incarnation of Lakshmi. 
T a E cin kill Ravana, kill Ravana.” 

s inaudible to her pa 


rents. 
After her birth, astrologers, c y j 
TR ; sers, one of whom was Bibhelc ay 
invited and consulted. 'P ieee So 


hey predicted that the gi i 

1 co rl s des 
bring destitution to the whole race of stand Or A 
a fearful prediction Dasakantha ordered his 


with the baby as he deemed fit i 

^ Bibhek put i i : 

ordered a demon to throw it into the LAN an CERE 
Now, by dint of the divine power of J 


lotus on the breast of the river and ; 
in : one tecewedthe urn: Manimek 

presiding d of the ocean, together with ali TA an Er dd 
PUR * eap. while the divine power of VERON i ^ Pert 
. to the bathing place of a rishi, who nie ee 
Janaka was King of Mithila, Tired. Nes King Janaka. 
renounced the world and beg ; gi 
a river. One day when he came to take 
urn floating just in front of his bathin 
opened the lid and found the new-born 


A girl was duly born 
As soon as the girl saw 


Horrified at such. 
brother Bibhek to deal 


Jakshmi there arose & 


kingly pleasure he 
© ascetic life on the bank of 
his bath as usual, he saw an 
E place, Curious, the king 
baby of Mando, Having no 
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33 
milk at hand to feed her he prayed that milk would come out of the 
iip of his finger and save her baby life from starvation to death. 

Unwilling either to return to his own kingdom or to jeopardise 
his ascetic life for the sake of the child, he took the urn containing 
ihe baby, to the forest. He, then, dug a hole under a tree and prayed 
that if the girl was destined to be the queen of Narayana in his incar- 
nation as a king, there would arise a lotus from the hole to receive 
the urn. And true to his prayer, at once there bloomed a lotus from 
the bed of the hole. Janaka invoked the help of gods, placed the urn 
within its petals, covered the hole with earth and left ihe baby to the 
divine care and custody of the gods. 

Now, sixteen vears had passed by since Janaka got the urn. 
This long period did not bring him any spiritual exaltation. So, tired 
of continuing the austere life any more, he decided to return to his 
own kingdom. But his love for the child in the urn did not allow 
him to return without her. He, therefore, ordered his servant 
Soma to dig up the urn. But to his wonder, his attempts to recover 
ihe urn came to no avail. Puzzled and astonished, King Janaka sent his 
servant to Mithila to fetch a company of soldiers, ready with ploughing 
and digging implements. rA 

Despite all their endeavour the urn still remained beyond the 
limit of their discovery. At last Janaka himself took the plough and 
began to search. To the astonishment of all present, the urn appeared 


at once and in the midst of the urn, seated on the petals of the lotus 
was the most beautiful maiden, dazzling the eyes of all with the fustre 
of her beanty. As the girl came out of the furrow, she was named Sita. 

Janaka, accompanied by his foster daughter and followed by 
his retinue, returned to his capital. In no time Sita became the apple 


of the childless queen Ratnamani's eye and the ‘beloved of all the 
kingdom, far and wide. 


> mu 
5 E 


A | 
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CHAPTER XI 


Rama’s encounter with Kakanasura 


As regards Rama and his brothers, when they came to su ficient 
age they were offered as students to the rishis Vasittha and Svamitra. In 
no time they became well versed in all departments of knowledge. Satis- 
fied with the progress of their students, the proud teachers made a sa- 
crifice so that they could acquire arrows powerful enough to vindicate 
demons. When the holy fire was lit Isyara threw down twelve arrows 
into the midst of the fire, three for each, with their names engraved. Of 
them Rama got Brahmastra, Agnivat and Blaivat, the best of allarrows. 

Thus versed in learning and powerful in the possession of the 
devastating arms, the four brothers returned home to the great joy 
of their parents and the people. 

Now King Kaiyakesh, father of Kaiyakeshi, had no heir. So, as 
the king was now in old age he found it much difficult for him to 
defend the country from constant aggression of demons. Having 
come to know that his grandson Barat had earned much skill in war- 
fare he asked Dasaratha to send him to his kingdom so that he might 
help him in defending the country. Dasaratha had no objection. So 
Barat, accompanied by Satrud, started for the country of Kaiyakesh. 

Meanwhile, Dasakantha, being afraid that the rishis might 
surpass him in Baper atu ra power, sent Kakanasural to destroy their 
pene of austerity. She and her horde transformed themselves 
into crane and created horrible disturbances to the rishis. Unable to 
stand Beene duos a demonic menace, they flocked to Vasittha and 
Svamitra for their assistance. The two rishis went to the Court of 
Dasaratha and asked the help of Rama and Wakshana. 
to thc cause of holy men, the two princes at one starte 
rishis of the devilish calamity. Kakanasura fell a vi 
arrow of Rama. Her two sons Svahu2 
aware of the fall of their mother came to 


avenge h 3 4 f 
suffered the same fate as his mother, while fae es 
See a a Oe 1 Lanka. 


LUDERE Tadaka 2. Y. — Suvahu YA pd NETTE M 


Always devoted 
d to relieve the 
chim to the shar p 
and Marish. having been 
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CHAPTER XI! 


Marriage of Rama and Sita 


A maiden of peerless beauty, Sita was thought fit to be mated 
with none but the hero who had sufficient prowess to offer her as her 
marriage gift. Now, Janaka had a bow which belonged to Isvara. The 
god used it to kill Uripuram, 4 certain demon who ruled the country 
of Solash. After the fight he sent the bow to Janaka and the armour 
to Rishi Agat to be kept for Narayana when he would incarnate to 
vanquish Dasakantha.l Janaka declared to all the kings of the 
world that whoever would be able to raise the bow of Isvara, would 
be honoured with the hand of Sita. Many a king had come and tried 
but so far nobody had been wed with success. 

Now, the two rishis, Vasittha and Svamitra, who were much 
pleased to see the indomitable valour of Rama, thought him to be the 
suitable husband for Sita. So, after the overthrow of Kakanasura, 
they led the two brothers to the Court of Janaka. While passing 
under the window of the palace, Rama's eyes met Sita’s, and they fell 
in love at the very first sight. Yet Rama had to stand the test of 
prowess before he could claim the hand of his love. 

The two brothers were brought to the bow. Lakshana tried 
first and found that it was not ab all difficult. to lift. But aware of 
his brother's love for Sita, he refrained from raising the bow. ‘Then 
came Rama’s turn who took it up like a feather and put the string 
on, thus becoming the coveted husband of the beautiful Sita. 

Dasaratha was invited from Ayudhya, and the marriage WAS 
celebrated with great eclat. After the ceremony had come to a close 
the happy king together with his son and and daughter-inaw pro- 
ceeded to his own capital. ; 


1. According to Valmiki Isvara used. the bow to desiroy the sacrifice of. Daksha 
Prajapati. 

2. There is no mention of Lakshmana's marriage or has brothers’. 

4 
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CHAPTER XIII 
Fight between Rama and Ramasura 


TEE LIA 


When the marriage procession was proceeding through a forest, 
its progress was suddenly hampered by the intervention of Ramasura, 
a demi-god with an axe as his weapon, He stood on the way impeding 
the further advance of the procession, and asked for iheleader. When 
he was informed of Dasakantha and the valour of Rama who had just 
married Sita by putting the string on Isvara's bow, he wanted to test 
the prowess of Rama. So a battle was fought between them, at the 
end of which Ramasura had to admit defeat. At last Rama revealed 
himself in the form of Narayana, and Ramasura, in order to gain his 
favour, offered him the bow which was given to his grandfather Tri- 
megh, by 1svara, Rama threw it into the Sky so that it might remain 
in the custody of Biruna?, and would come to him whenever he feli 
necessary. The procession then proceeded on its way to Ayudhya and 
reached there safely without encouniering any further difficulty. 


1. According to the original Rama was challen 


Parasurama. 
2. Sans. -- Varuna. 


ged to put string on the bow of 


CC-0. Prof. Satya Vrat Shastri Collection. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
{ 
| 
| 
| 


d 


Digitized By Siddhanta eGangotri Gyaan Kosha 


E 


CHAPTER XIV 
Baile of Rama 


King Dasaratha who now grew old and unable to bear the 
burden of his vast kingdom any longer, wanted to inaugurate Rama as 
the King of Ayudhya. So he iniimated his desire to all ihe members 
of the Court. The news reached the ears of Kucehi,Z a hunch-backed 
maid of Queen Kaiyakeshi. Now, this maid bore a grudge against 
Rama, who when he was young shot at her hunch so forcibly that it 
projected forward; then he took another arrow and shot it back into 
its original position. ‘This extraordinary feat gave a hearty laugh to 
all the audience, but sowed the seed of vengeance in the heart of Kucehi. 
She always lay in wait of opportunity by which she could feed fat the 
old grudge she bore him. 

At last a happy chance opened to her in the form of Dasaratha's 
boon to Kaiyakeshi. When Dasaratha ascended the throne Heaven 
was invaded bya demon named Padutdante 
So he at once started for Heaven. Of 


v2 Indra sought Dasaratha's 


help to overcome the demon. 


his three queens Queen Kaiyakeshi 


while fighting the demon a shaft struck the axle of his chariot and 


followed him to the battle. Now, 


broke it into pieces leaving no chance ot victory to Dasaratha. Ob- 
serving the misfortune of her husband Kaiyakeshi put her hands in 


place of the axle with the prayer that no danger would befall Bor life. 
Thus helped, Dasaratha Won the battle. The grateful king gave her 
a boon that whatever she wished would be granted. 

Knowing that King Dasaratha was bound in promise to otter 


1. V. -- Manthara. The word is obviously the delertoration of Kubji, 
2. V. -- Shambara. 
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some boon to Kaiyakeshi, she induced the Queen to ask the banish- 


ment of Rama and the enthronement of her son, Barata, as a boon. 


Khaiyakeshi was easily induced. With tears in her beautiful eyes, she 
asked Dasaratha to banish Rama for fourteen years and enthrone her 
son instead. The King tried his best to dissuade her from this dis- 
honourable act, but the Queen remained firm in her request. A strict 
follower of truth, the King could not persuade his mind to go back on 
his promise. With a distressed heart, he banished Ram 


a for fourteen 
years. Ram 


à who never wanted his father to deviate from the path 
of truth, willingly started for the forest with his devoted w 
and his faithful brother, Lakshana. 
human welfare, 


ile, Sita 
Always an ardent promoter of 
Rama wanted io utilise the 
exterminating the demons from the face of the earth. The absence 
of Rama from the Palace of Ayudha fell as a fatal blow on the broken- 
hearted King and bore his grey 


Period of his exile by 


hair to the grave. 
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CHAPTER XV 


Installation of Rama's Sandal 


| Rama, together with his devoted brother Lakshana and bis 

| faithful wife Sita started for the forest, their future abode. After 

travelling for some distance thev came to the bank of the River Satong! 
à 5 à 


where they met Khukhan,? king of hunters. Being very devoted to 


Rama, he requested him to become king in his stead and reign over 
his forest tribes. But as ihe place was very near io Ayudhya, he 


declined his kind offer with much gratefuluess for his noble hospitality. 


Accompanied by Khukhan, they crossed the river, and arrived at the 
hermitage of Rishi Bharadvaja, who also placed his humble hospitality 
at their disposal. The Rishi advised them to go to the hermitage of 
Sarabhanga. Accordingly they started for this new destination and 


i arrived there in time. The Rishi also invited them to stay with him, 


but as the place was still not very far from the capital, with every 
chance of being followed by Barata, Rama had to decline his offer. 
So the Rishi advised them to go to the Satakuta Mountain where 
the Ede had built a comfortable home for them. Glad to receive such 
encouraging news, they ab once started for Satakuta and after a 


long journey they reached their new home where they were comfortably . 4 


Now Barata and Satrud, overjoyed to hear ihe news of Rama's 


coronation, started for the capital to be present at the happy ceremony. ji 


| 
| 
| setiled. 
| | 


7. The story deviates from the original according lo which Kaikeyi drove the 
chariot in his fight against Shambara, The king was seriously wounded though 


victory favoured him. Kaikeyi nursed. him to recovery. Her devoted nurse 


` induced the grateful king to offer her some boons. 
1. V.-- Tamasa 2. V.-- Guha, The word is derived from Tamil Kukan. 


CC-0. Prof. Satya Vrat Shastri Collection. i Be 


i uf tr AA ay 


Digitized By Siddhanta eGangotri Gyaan Kosha 


40 


But when they reached the skirts of Ayudhya they found the whole city 
wrapped in gloomy mourning instead of being gala and gay as befitied 
the oceasion. Very soon they came to know the cause of this mournful 
appearance. A devoted brother to Rama, Barata did not consent 
to ascend the throne, left by the lawful heir. So he decided that after 


the funeral ceremony of his father, he would go and bring Rama back 


to his throne. Now, by the dying injunction of Dasaratha he and his 


mother were barred from taking any part in the ceremony, wl 


rich was 
therefore conducted by Vasittha and Svamitra. 


After the ceremony 
Was over, Barata and Satrud, together with their mothers, started for 
the forest Where Rama was residing. At the end of 


a long journey they 
reach 


ed their destination and appealed to Rama to ret 
and reign over his people. 
proposal, neither did he show any displeasure to Kaiya 
the cause of this unhappy incident. 
also did not fall behind Rama; 
throne. At last in order to 


urn to the capital 
A faithful son he did not agree to this 
keshi, who was 
But, in faithful devotion Barata 
he too did noi agree to 
get ont of thig impasse, 

Rama’s sandal, so that he might install it as the r 
Rama and rule oy 


ascend the 
Barata asked for 
epresentation of 
- Rama consented 
at if Rana would not 


he and Satrud would end 


er the kingdom as his representative 


to this proposal. So with the last request th 


return after the elapse of fourteen years, 
their lives upon a burning pyre, they rei 


urned fo Ayudhya, heavy 
with the separation of Rama. 
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CHAPTER XVI 
Rama's arrival ai the Godavari 

After Barata and his retinue had started for Ayudhya Rama 
thought of removing from Satakuta, lest he might have to encounter 
unhappy meeting with his mother again. So he started for the deeper 
part of the forest, On his way he met'a certain king named Sudar- 
shanal who with his wife, Sukkhai, was leading the hermit life. 
He requested Rama to stay with him: but for the reason stated above 
he had to decline his proposal. ‘hen they came toa garden owned by 
4 certain demon nained Birava,? who through the grace of Isvara came 
io possess the power of Samudra, presiding deity of ocean, and Agni, 
and became very powerful. While passing by the garden, they were 
challenged by its numerous keepers all of whom were killed by 
Lakshana. At that time Birava was not at home. When he returned 
the disaster which had befallen his subordinates, he at once 
he could not withstand 


and saw 
started for revenge. But powerful as he was 


the combined valour of Rama and Lakshana who made an instantaneous 


end of the aggressor. 

The two victors and Sita then continued their travel into ihe 
Soon they came to a cave where dwelt Sauvari,3 a celestial 

e of attending on Isvara, was cursed 


forest. 
nymph who owing to her negligenc 
life in a cave beside a burning forest. She could, 


cursed life only when Rama would come and 


io live a lonely 
however, get rid of her 
quench the fire. So she eraved the favour of Rama to put Qui the 
good turn to à miserable being. Always gracious Rama 
and thus helped Sauvari to enjoy 


lire and do a 
at once complied with her request, 


sarishi, 2. Viradha. 


1. V. -- Sutikshna, According to the original he wa 
3. Sauvart is perhaps Savari of Valimiki. 
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42 
the bliss of celestial life again. 

At last they came to the hermitage of Rishi Agata, in whose 
care Isvara kept his armour which he used to fight with Tripuram, to be 


delivered to Rama.? After receiving the armour from the rishi, Rama 
with his brother 


and wife travelled on till they reached the River 


Godavari, where Indra had already made three cottages for their habi- 
tation. 


1. V. -- Agastya, 2. According to the ori — 


Dini " i, ; ERST 
Vishnu, and a pair of quivers belonging to Indy g siya gave DN the aa ah 
a. 
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CHAPTER XVII 


Rama and Lakshana’s encounter with Sammanakkha and her horde 


na and Sita come to stay perma- 
than there appeared a demon, 
anakkha and Jivha. 


No sooner had Rama Laksha 


mently on the bank of the Godavari, 
' named Kumbhakash, who was the son of Sammi 
His object was to perform austerities so that he might get some mira- 
ahma was pleased by his penance and threw down à 


At this the demon became much enraged on 
ed hin by throwing down the 
nally. .So he did not tuke 


culous weapon. Br 
sword in front of him. 
the assumption that Brahma had insult 


weapon instead of handing it to him perso 


d up the sword. 
1l i Now Lakshana was then gathering fruits in the forest Noticing 
| a sword in such a solitary place, he took 1t up and began to brandish 
| it play fully. Kumbhakash who was sitting in meditation, opened his 
eyes and saw Lakshana in his action. 


Then there ensued a battle between these two heroes, which 


ended in Lakshana's beheading the demon. 
When such a calamity befell the fate 
d no less a disastrous end. e = 
paring to make a sojourn in the forest. He | 
a and went out of the city. Jivba dis- . M 
ance. For a week he did 


of the unfortunate son, 


the unius also suffere 
Dasakantha was pre 


left Lanka in charge of Jivh 
is duty with much vigo 


na unas ot sleep: 


D 


ur and vigil 
But at last nature could 


He X to sleep, ! but not u 


charged hi 
not enjoy eve 
the violation of 
had enlarged his s 

z^ june p a! Lanka by 


eventing his tongue, s 


tf 


i ha 
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was then plunged in sleep and enveloped in darkness. 


entrance he thought that perhaps 
enemies, 


Finding no 
the city had been besieg 
So he flung his discus to create 
the tongue of Jivha and killed him. 

So also did the cause of its former j 
Dasakantha, much ag 


ed by some 
an entrance. It struck 
The city then became visible, 
nvisibility become apparent. 
grieved at the deat} 


1 of his brother-in-law Jivha, 
ordered a, suitable funeral to celebrate hj 


S valour, 
At the sudden death ot her husbar 
Was much given to amorons 
the joy of life, 
pretext of visitng 


1d Jivha, Sammanakkha, who 
dalliance, found her widow 
So she took leave of her brother, Das 
her son, Kumbhakash, but w 
husband on her way. 

At last inthe disguise of a be 
Where Rama made his abode, 
desperate love With the prince of 
Sive to her amorous display. 


'hood bereft of 

akantha, on the 
ith an underlying motive 

of getting a new 

autiful woman she car 


neto the place 
At the very fir 


st sight she fell in 


Ayudhya, But Ram 


à Was irrespon- 
When she got a 


glimpse of Sita, she at 


eed 8. 50 she thought of doing 
away with Sita in order he aie might then become the mistress of 
his heart, Accordingly, 


and rushing at Sit 
began to pinch and be B at Sita 


back, while Lakshana 
s AS Well ag her eg 


rs and nose, and drove her 
Sammanakkha 


brother Khara who ru 
to her; which She did 
revenge upon her by 


Came to the city of Rom 


led the City, that Rama 
not return, 


aganZ and. lied to her 
and Lakshana made love 


i asequ » they had ¢ 
cutting off her li 8. When Kh an 
with e 


he became Very angry. So 
to avenge his Sister, 


ara heard this 
Y at his back he Proceeded 
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'l'hen there ensued à fierce battle between Rama and Khara 
who with a single stroke of his arrow broke ihe bow of the former. 
So Rama called for the bow of Ramasura which was kept in charge 
of Virun. Khara, unable to resist the power of that mighty bow, 
succumbed to death. 

At the death of Khara his younger brother, Dushana offered 
battle to Rama. But he fared no better than his brother. 

The news reached Trisira, à fearful demon of three faces. One 
mouth growled in rage so loudly that it reached ihe abode ot gods; 
another mouth expressed his firm determination of cutting ihe body of 
Rama into so fine pieces that they might not stick in the throats of 
crows. And the third mouth ordered to mobilise ihe army, the typical 
and the body of some other 


all his three heads and 


soldier of which had the face of one beast 
animal or some supernatural being. But with 


peculiar horde he could only follow in the wake ot Khara and Dushana. 
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CHAPTER XVIII 
Carrying off of Sita 


The untoward fate that befell the three lords of demons alarmed 
Sammanakkha so much so that she dived into the earth and took her 
way to Lanka. A woman of unsern pulous falsity, she reported to 
Dasakantha that she met a beautiful woman, named Sita, in the forest; 
while she was bringing Sita to offer her as a consort to Dasakantha, 
she was pursued by Laksbana who.punished her cruelly and snatched 
Sita away from her: and in supporting her Khara, Dushana and Trisira 
had met death by the hand of Rama. So she requested and instigated 
Dasakantha to make war with Rama and deprive him of his beautiful 
wife. 

When Dasakantha heard of the beanty of Sita, he forgot every- 
thing, even the insult meted out to his sister by Rama and Lakshana. 
What prevailed in his mind was how to get Situ. He sought advice 
of Queen Mando to whom he suggested that to avenge his sister’s 
insults it was better to carry off Sita than to kill men who to demons 
were no bigger than flies. In vain did Mando object to this plan. 
Dasakantha whose mind was bent upon carrying off Sita ordered Marish 
to take the form of a golden deer and entice Rama and Lakshana away 
from the cottage. Marish faithfully followed the plan. : 

The deer began to graze gracefully in (ront of the cottage of 
Sita. The sight of the golden deer so beautiful in TM IS dud 
nimbleness roused her desire io make it a pet. She therefore rec 
Rama to get hold of ie Rama told Sita that it was not 
but only a demon in disguise. Rama's remonstration failed to quench 
her desire. At last the loving husband gave way and went after the 
deer. . It led him far into the deepest part of the forest, 
the hard pod Bane made Marish too tired to remain in the form 
of a deer. So he took his own form of a demon Whom Ram i 


Wi à recognise 
at once. Without delay Rama shot an arrow which Hak rs WC 


juested 
a genuine deer 


However, 
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Finding no Way of escape and still desiring to help Dasakantha he 
imitated the voice of Rama and cried out, “Help, Takshana, help.” 

The cry reached the ears of Sita who thought Rama must be 
in some fatal danger. Yo she urged Lakshana to 80 at once for his 
brother's help. But Lakshana knew it was not tlie voice of Rama but 
ofa demon. In spite of his remonstration Sita still urged him to go 
and rebuked him in cutting words. Consequently, Lakshana invoked 
the help of gods to protect Sita and went in search of Rama. 

Now, Dasakantha took advantage of their absence and appear- 
ed before Sita in the guise of a hermit. On seeing a holy man 
Sita welcomed him to her poor cotage. But the hermit told Sita that 
such a beautiful lady as herself deserved to be ihe queen of Dasakantha, 
the most powerful king of all the worlds. On hearing such blasphe- 


mous words from the lips of a holy man Sita rebuked him severely 


and turned him away. The rebuff inflamed his anger and he took 
put her in the 


his own form. Then he forcibly took Sita in his arms, 
chariot and flew towards Lanka. 

Now, Satayu,! a bird of prodigious figure and friend of Rama, 
was on his way to pay him a visit. In the heart of the heaven he 
came across Dasakantha carrying ofi the wife of his friend. He 
demanded the demon King io return Sita at once. On Dasakantha’s 
refusal he killed his innumerable forces and gave battle to the king 
himself. All his weapons, disastrous as they Were failed to produce 
any effect ou that great bird who only mocked his vain attempt and 
boasted that nothing in the world except the ring oF esrara gni was 
then in the finger of Sita could kill him. The suicidal boasting gave 

took the ring off her finger and threw 


asakantha who 
AA 6 ead but his beak still held the ring and 


it at the bird. He fell down d E ; 
his spirit waited for Rama. Being, thus, got rid Qi the only opponent, 
Dasakantha reached Panka and kept Sita m his garden under the 


vigilence of his thousand sons: 


1. V. -- Jatayu. 
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CHAPTER XIX 


Rumus search, for Sita. His meeting with Hanuman 


Having killed Marish Rama was returning bome when he met 
Lakshana on the way. It alarmed him much as he was sure that 
Takshana had been decoyed by some tricks and Sita was left unpro- 
tected. . The two brothers hurried to their cottage where the most 
cruel luck was awaiting them. The cottage lay vacant and desolate 
no longer happy with the sweet presence of Sita. 


Afflicted with grief Rama and Lakshana were ata loss to know 


what to do. But fortunately Indra appeared and showed the way 


along which Sita had been carried off. The two brothers began to 


follow the track and very soon they came io find the wounded body 
of Satayu whose soul was awaiting the arrival of Rama. T'he bird 
gave him Sites ring, informed him of Dasakaniha who had carried 
off Sita and then gave up his ghost. ‘Ihe grateful Rama shot an 
Then he shot another arrow 
and it burnt the body. And at last he shot a third one and it put out 
the fire. 


arrow and it became a funeral pyre. 


After this peculiar funeral ceremony Moet ereweditheiy search 
according to the directions of Satayu. When they had traversed some 
distance they met a certain demon, named Kumbalal who being cursed 
by Layang bad Only tie Upper Portion Of the body. -His cursed life 
7 5 when he would meet Rama, 
. When Rama and Lakshana came within the reach of 

hold of them at once and was about to devour. But he felt a certain 
kind of fear creeping through his whole frame. 


He understood that 


would, however, come to an end only 


his arms, he got 


1. V. -- Kabandha. 
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49 
the man who was NOW in his grasp was not an ordinary man bui 
Rama, his saviour. He st once loosened his grip and the two brothers 
came out of his dreadtul clutches. Soming to know the disaster that 
had befallen Rama, the demon advised him t0 £o to Khidkhin and take 
the counsel of Bali. With the armies of Khidkhin and Jambu at his 
back he should then proceed to Lanka and recover Sita.  Benefited 
by the advice of Kumbala Rama helped him to get rid ol his curse by 
bringing an end io his suffering life with an arrow. 

On their way, they met Ashmukhid a she-demon who at once 
fell in love with the two Young princes. 50 she darkened the atmosphere 
with pitch black clouds, took Lakshana in her arms and leapt into the 
sky, so that Rama would not be able to rescue his brother from her 
of Rama’s arrow dispersed all the clouds 
He chanted 


clutches. But the power 


and Lakshana came to know of his perilous position. 
forced the ghe-demon to drop down 


some Vedic incantations which 
her arms. He then cut off her 


onto the ground with Lakshan& in 
av into the forest with her life. 


ihe two brothers came toa 


arms which made Ashmukhi run aw 

After this unforeseen adventure 
ited them io take some yest. 
at tree. Happening to see tWO 


cool shade of a tree which inv By some 


chance Hanuman Was sitting on th 

< g 4 Vv " y 
unknown persons under the tree he wanted to know who they were 
So in order to attract their attention he be 
emporary rele 


gan to shake a branch. 


1 Swing S t ase {rom grief under 
Rama was then enjoying some t a 


the influence of genile sleep and I akshana Was keeping : 
Being afraid that the shaking of branches might distu 


Tiakshana tried to drive the monk 
e; vehemently shakin 


jealous guard. 
rb his sleep, 


ey away, but in vain. 
g ihe branch. At last he 


— 


monkey was still thet —— 


— — GP NM MÀ ——ÀÀ zg 


1. This incident does not appear in 


Shavari does not appear 1 Ramakirtt. 


urs meeting with 
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took up his bow and arrow. But the monkey snaiched them away 
leaving the bewildered Lakshana devoid of weapons. Astonished at the 
formidable strength of a monkey he had no other way but io awaken 
Rama and inform him of what had happened. Rama looked up and 
saw the monkey with the distinguishing marks on his body. 
When Hanuman saw that his marks had been recognised he 
knew that the man lying under the tree was the incarnation of Nara- 


yana. Consequently, he came down from the tree and dedicated 


himself to the service of Rama. 
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CHAPTER XX 
Rama’s meeting with Sugrib 


When Hanuman heard the sad story of Rama, he thought it 
advisable to introduce him to his f riend Sugrib, who was then disgraced 
and banished by his brother Bali. It was due to some misunderstanding 
on the part of Bali that Sugrib*had to sufier such a misfortune. The 
following story will relate how the two brothers came to a sudden 


disruption. 

One of the gates oi Mount Krailasa was under the care of à 
One day one of the concubines of Isvara 
This demon, who was 


sprightly among the trees 


demon, named Nandakala. 
went to the garden to gather some flowers. 
charmed by her beauteous form moving 

bedecked with flowers, fell in love with her. For a long time he kept 


his feeling within himself. But this time being unable to check his 
emotion he threw a flower at her to draw her attention. Unfortunately, 


ake or return love. So his amorous 


the girl was not in a mood to m 
ghly angered, she returned 


display succeeded only in enraging her. Hi 
st him. lsvarà 


m to be born à 
ain his former position when 


was much annoyed at 


to Isvara and complained again 
s a buffalo under ihe 


his impertinence. So he cursed hi 

name of Daraba. He could however reg 

he would be killed by his own son Darabi- 
Accordingly Nandakala lost his station i 

birth of a buffalo. In no time he became the leader of a gren herd, 

| instinct of will to 


Mhe nature 
i life and 
live did not, however, induce him e ias d e 
return to Krailasa. So whenever W bull calf was born to im, 


: i "his el action 
kill him at once, and thus got yid of his redeemer. This cru p 
o all the cows of whom he was the leader. 


n Krailasa and took the 


and possessed unparalleled strength. 
to give UP th 


brought much unhappiness t 
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So when 2 certain cow showed. signs to bear him another calf, she 
went into a cave, so that she might protect her young one from 
being erushed to death by his own father. The calf was duly born 
and named Darabi. His mother told him of the past gloomy history 
of his father and left him in charge of gods. 

When he cameto his youth, he was determined to take revenge 
upon his father. So in order to see whether he had reached the bulk 
of his father he measured his footprint with that of his parent. When 
he saw that the two footprints were of equal size, he was sure his 
body was of no less bulk than his father’s. So he went out and challenged 
his father to a fight to death. According to the prediction of Isvara 
Daraba met his end by his own son Darabi. |. 

Victorious in his first fight, Darabi’s pride now knew no bounds. 
He became too much aggressive and challenged the presiding dieties 
of the Himalaya Forest, who advised him to challenge the dieties of 
Pancagiri. So he went there, but they told him to challenge the god 
of the Sea. But the god did not agree to fight, instead he sent him 
to Isvara, who, he said, would be able to appease his thirst of fighting. 
Isvara in his turn, sent him to Bali by whose hand he would meet : 
his death and afterwards be born as the son of Khara, take the name 
of Mankarakantha and finally be killed by ihe arrow of Rama. 

Darabi thus went to Bali and challenged him, 


The duel took 
place in an open field and ended in a draw. 


However Bali asked him 
to resume the fight in the morning in a cave, Darabi agreed. Soon 

3l 1 E J 
the following morning they met in an appointed cav 


e e and began 
their unfinished duel. But before he started for the cave Bali told 


Sugrib to remain waiting at the mouth of the cave and observe the 


1. V. -- Dundubhi. According to Valmiki he was a demon, - Bali quarrelled 
with him over a girl. ( | | 
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If the blood was of dark colour, it meant Darabi's 
ntrary, if it Was light, it would signify his own 
death, in which case Sugrib should block its mouth so that the world 
would not be aware of his inglorious defeat. For seven days they 
fought, but victory smiled upon none. At last Bali thought of tricking 
him into losing his strength. He asked Darabi how he had come into 
store of strength. Intoxicated with pride, he 
forgot his gratefulness to his helping gods and answered that his 
s source of strength. Bali declared his ingratitude to all 
e him. Abandoned by gods, Darabi 
y victim to Bali's tremendous blow and breathed his last 
e it, it was raining! and the water 
So Sugrib mistook it for his brother's 
he blocked the mouth - 


flowing of blood. 
death. But on the co 


possession of so much 


horns were hi 
the gods and induced them to leav 
fell an eas 

Now, as chance would hav 
made his dark blood appear light. 
blood. Therefore, accoding to his instructions, 
- of the cave and went away. 

As regards Bali, he cut off Darabis head and came to ihe mouth 


of the cave. When he saw it blocked he was much enraged by the 
o to deprive him of his throne. Angry: 


thought that Sugrib was trying i ; 
he hurled the head of Darabi ai ihe blocking stone which at once 
ib for the 


gave way. He returned to his palace and banished Sugr 
J e at a? u 
crime which he had never commi led from his brother's court, 


tted. Exi 
e ORION A ET Erw an and both 
Sugrib was wandering n ihe forest W ee 


hen he met Hanu! 
of them made a residence in the forest. As regards Darabi, he took 
his birth as the son ol Khara, younger brother of 


Dasakantha, and 
Rajatasura. 
Sugrib related his unhappy story to Ranx 
for him. At last the 
— help Sugrib in his fight 
| recover Sita and vanqui 


1. There is no mention of rà 


= 
ow 


reference to rain in the Benga 


, who felt much sorry 3 
t that Rama Would im 


ould help him to 


iual agreement 
i and Sugrib W 


y eame to a MU 
against Bal 
sh Dasakantba- 
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in in the original Valn 


li Ramayana 
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CHAPTER XXI 
Overthrow of Bali 


xD 


In assisting Sugrib to overthrow Bali Rama had some scruples 
inasmuch as he had no animosity against the king of Khidkhin. Sugrib 
observed these scruples. So with a view to setting his mind at rest he 
told Rama of how Bali had broken his promise and ravished his lawful 
wife, Tara, and in so doing had invited upon himself death from 
Narayana's arrows. 

On hearing this Rama got over his scruples and readily agreed 
to help him. ‘Now, Bali got a boon from Isvara, by virtue of which 
anyone who would fight with him, would lose half of his strength. 
So in order that Sugrib might not come to any harm, Rama took the 
water in which he bathed his arrows and sprinkled it on Sugrib's head. 

They, then, went to Khidkhin and Sugrib challenged Bali to a 
single combat. As regards Rama, he promised to shoot him in the 
course of fighting. | 

Bali accepted the challenge and the duel began. The two 
brothers were so nimble in their movements that it was very difficult 
for Rama to pick out his victim. Very soon, Bali overcame Sugrib 
and hurled him against Mount Chakravala, But the sacred water 
saved him from coming to any harm. 

On his return he rebuked Rama of his not keeping the promise. 
Rama told him of his inability to pick out Bali. So he tore off the 
rim of his cloth, and tied Sugrib's wrist with it as a mark of recog- 
nition. 

Next day, as soon as the fight began Rama shot at Bali. 
monkey king was adroit enough to catch hold of the arrow. 
ing its shooter im the guise of a holy man he 


The 
Observ- 
severely condemned 
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him of his unholy action. At this Rama assumed the form of Narayana 
and informed him of his breach of promise. 

Bali was alarmed. He understood that the day of retribution 
had come. ‘So he dedicated Sugrib, Angad and Hanuman to the care 
of Rama and prepared to make an end of himself: Rama felt his 
loss and did not want him to die. He asked Bali for half a drop ot 
his blood so that he could worship his Brahmastra and thus wash away 
ihe curse upon Bali who would only have a tiny mark of a wound not 
broader than one seventh part of à hair. But to a man who worships 
honour death is far sweeter than to pear the mark of shame, however 
small it may be. How could Bali agree to such a proposal which would 
make him who was the son of Indra, 4 laughing stock of gods ? 

Firm on his resolution Bali advised Sugrib as to how he should 
behave himself towards Rama He then took the arrow, pierced his 


heart and closed his heroic eyes for ever. 


—— 


Ein Thai, named “Bali jeaches hts brother." It 
the duties of ihe servant towards the kang. 


1. There is an interesting boo 
gives an elaborate exposition of 
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CHAPTER XXII 


Preparations for War 


After ihe funeral ceremony of Bali, Sugrib invited Rama to 
Khidkhin, but Rama did not accept the invitation. So Sugrib advised 
him to stay at the foot of Gandhamas, while he went to Khidkhin to 
fetch the army. 

During his stay at Gandhamas Rama met a pea-cock who gave 
him the news of Sita, and a monkey to whom Sita threw down her 
scarf conjuring him to deliver it to Rama. 

For seven days Rama waited for Sugrib but there was no sign 
of his return. At last Lakshana went in guest of him. Sugrib inform- 
ed Lakshana that the whole country was now in confusion and it 
would take time to bring the people into order. However he promised 
to go to see Rama on the morrow. 

At dawn of day Sugrib and Hanuman started for the cottage 
of Rama. On reaching Gandhamas Sugrib expressed his fear that 


ay the 


people of Khidkhin to avenge his friend. Rama therefore sent a letter 


to the king inviting him to his presence. Jambu got the letter but he 
was not sanguine of its authenticity. So instead of presenting himself 
he only sent his word of loyalty. But this did not satisfy Hanuman; 
so he charmed all the people in the palace to sound sleep. He then 
lifted the bed-tead on which the king was reposing and carried it 
before hama. 


When Jambu woke up and 


saw Rama in the form of Narayana 
he no longer hesitated to dedicate himself to his service, 


Now, on the morning 


when the quen 9f King Jambu found 


3. This per ndi does d occur in Valmiki, 
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her husband disappeared mysteriously, she at once knew that he had 
been carried off by Hanuman. So she asked the king's nephew, 
Nilabadi to go in search of his uncle. Accordingly he turned himself 
into a fly, few to where Jambu was sitting, and whispered to the king 
asking the reasons of his absence from the capital. The king informed 
him all and added that since he was serving the cause of Narayana he 
could not return to the capital. He then presented his nephew to 
Rama. Nilabad was glad to serve Rama, though it did not induce 
him to give up nursing vengeance against Hanuman. 

Rama then advised Nilabad and Sugrib to go to their respective 
capitals and fetch the armies; as to King Jambu who was then old he 
advised him to return to his capital and rule his country as well as 
Khidkhin acting as the regent of Sugrib who was to accompany the 
army. 

In no time the two armies—army of Jambu under Nilabad and 
army of Khidkhin under Sugrib—together with eighteen generals 


known as “the eighteen crowns" arrived and made their camp at the 


foot of Gandhamas. 
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CHAPTER XXIII 


Hanwman’s journey to Lanka. His adventures. 


When all preparations for war were complete Rama thought 
of marching to Lanka at once. He, therefore, summoned a council 
of war to consider the propriety of his plan. T'he council decided that 
before the main army should move on, it, was better to send out a 
reconnoitring party under the leadership of Hanuman, Jambuban and 
Nilabad. They were also charged with ascertaining the whereabouts 
- of Sita and sending news to her. 

. Rama gave his signet ring and Sita's scarf to Hanuman to be 
delivered to her so that she might believe him as her husband's mes- 
senger. But Hanuman doubted that Sita might take him for an 
enemy, since there was every possibility that any demon might easily 
Set possession of those tokens. So Rama told Hanuman that in case 
she suspected him, he should relate to her a secret known only to 
Rama and Sita. It was the sweet Story of their first love which 
dawned on them under the window of the palace at Mithila. Armed 
with this secret to fight any doubt of Sita Hanuman and the army 
started for Lanka. 

After traversing a considerable distance the army 
city of Mayan. It was quite desolate save its only 


came to the 
inhabitant Pushmali, 
Her offence was that through 
» Was able to make Rambha, a 
celestial nymph, his wife. Isvara therefore depopulated the whole 
country and cursed Pushmali to live a solitary life in the 


; ; desolate city 
till she would meet Rama’s soldiers and £et rid of her curse Hanuman 


met her and introduced himself as a Raina’s soldier. But the doubtful | 


a cursed nymph fallen from Heaven, 
her contrivance Tavan, ruler of Mayan 
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3 | Pushmali wanted him to show his particular miraculous power in proof 
| of his assertion. Accordingly Hanuman took a gigantic form four-faced, 
E and eight-armed, and yawned a galaxy of suns, moons and stars that 
M] 
TA streamed out of the depths of his four mouths. Pushmali was con- 


vinced and told him the way io Lanka. The exquisite beauty of the 


wi pr aa bea S lig 


nymph so enchanted Hanuman that he could not help making love to 
ihe maiden, which she willingly accepted. After they had been satisfied 
of their love, Hanuman sent her to Heaven thus bringing ler 
cursed lile to a happy end. 


Following the way pointed out by Pushmali, the army came to 


Ge 


the river Mahanadi, rapid and wide, bafiling its further advance. But 


to Hanuman obstacles were unknown. He enlarged his tail to an 


enormous size and placed it between the two banks. It served asu 


aae eos ael HA En a 


stable bridge and the whole army crossed ihe river safe and sound. 


Haha 


his resolute determination to court honour through death like the 


| At last they came to the Hematiran Mountain that stood overlooking 
J the mighty ocean, vast and restless. The march came to a dead 
| halt. No land was visible in front but the high sea that spread its 
| 4 limitless breast beyond the belt of the azure. 

5 { What were they to do now? The mighty Hanuman expressed 


great Satayu than to surrender success to the heaving waves. As soon 


1. Hanuman's showing miraculous power is one of the popular Ramayanic 
pictures in Tharland. 5 
2, According to Valmiki Hanuman came to æ city bualt by the demon. Maya 
who through the grace of Brahma became possessor of a vasi treasure. He then 
fell in love with a celestial nymph, Hema, for which he was killed by Indra. 
4 The city was then left in charge of a holy woman whom Hanuman met and who 


told him the way to Lanka. 
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as the name of Satayu was uttered it played like a magic word. Out 
of a neighbouring cave in the body of the mountain came forth 
a gigantic bird Sambadi by name, Satayus elder brother, bare 
of feathers, forlorn in appearance. When Satayu was too young 
to understand anything he once happened to see the crimson sun peep- 
ing through the misty veil of dawn. In childish ignorance he took it 
for a delicious fruit and flew for it. Perceiving the danger his brother 
was about to face, Sambadi put him under the shelter of his spreading 
wings and received the angry smite of the sun upon his own feathers. 
In no time, they were burnt to ashes to be grown only when he 
would be cheered thrice by the army of Rama. Sleepless nights and 
weary days had he passed in waiting for Rama’s soldiers. At long last 


they had come bringing both sorrow and joy. They bore him news 


of the unhappy end of his brother, vet with three loud cheers they 
endowed upon him the bliss ot soaring high in ihe breast of heaven 
with new-born feathers that shone with life and vigour 


The grateful bird invited Hanuman to get on his back so that 


he might take him to the Gandhasingkhara Mountain lying midway 

between Hematiran and Lanka. When they reached there Sambadi 
YAA T nt Nilakala yeri igh a üssing 

pointed out Mount Nilakala towering high and kissing the blue vault 

of the island, 


With a great leap Hi an flew dae: A 
s p Hanuman flew towards his destination. Sud- 


rth C is wg Ta 01 Poe : s 2 
denly there stood on his way a gigantic she-demon, trim and im pervious, 


zu 
arresting his further advance—the dreadful custodian of the ocean 


whom Dasakantha appointed to keep guard of the coast. Hanuman 


darted into her mouth and burst through her belly dragging her 


intestines out, The she-demon dropped down lifeless only to be swal 


lowed by the sea and its innumerable dwellers, 
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The impetus of the leap carried Hanuman far beyond the 
Nilakala Mountain and settled him on the summit of Mount Solasha, 
the hermitage of Rishi Narada, whom Hanuman asked for a night’s 
lodging. He was shown cottage where he could pass the night. But 
curious to know the supernatural power ol the rishi. Hanuman so 
enlarged his body that the cottage seemed too small to accommodate him: 
The almost omnipotent rishi created a bigger one, but still bigger grew 
the bulk of Hanuman. At last in order to teach him a lesson the rishi 
created such chilly rain that the monkey, powerful as he was, had to 
shrink into his original form. The rishi then left him shivering in the 
cotte diena went to a pond where he turned a stick into a leech. 

t day-break the unsuspecting Hanuman went to the pord to 

take his usual morning ablution. No sooner had he plunged into its 
refreshing water than the leech attached itself to his chin. Frantically 
he began to pull at it. But the more he pulled, the more sticky and 
clastic grew the miraculous leech. At last, reflection showed himsthat 


it was the consequence of his impertinence. In earnest contrition 


Hanuman xan to the rishi and asked his forgiveness. ‘The leech drop- 


ped down at once. 2 2 
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CHAPTER XXIV 


Hamumaw's meeting with Sita: Burning of Lanka 


Hannman then took leave of his host and started for Lanka. 
With another super-simian leap he easily alighted on the summit of 
Mount Nilakala. Crushingto death the four-faced eight-armed cit y-guard 
who confronted him, he entered the capital in the form of a demon. 
lt was nightfall and darkness veiled the handiwork of Sahapati 
Brahma. Hanuman availed himself of the screen of night, charmed 
all the people to sound sleep and with hopeful joy of imminent success 
finally made bis way into the palace of Dasakantha. But alas, despair 
awaited him there. He sprang from court to court, roved from room 
to room, explored every nook and corner, but no trace of Sita met his 
vigilant eye. 

With downcast head he returned to Narada and asked his coun- 
sel. Enlightened, he assumed the shape of a tiny monkey and entered 
the pleasure garden. ‘There lay the object of his search—the forlorn 
Sita, obscure as the full moon behind the pitchy clouds. 

Daylight was still playing in the cool shade of the garden and 
Hanuman had to remain disappeared until darkness w 


ould enshroud 
the city. At nightfall there appeared Dasakantha w 


ith all his vicious 
ferocity to woo the bride of Narayana. In tempting terms he asked her 
love. , But in a heart, pure and faithful, temptation casts no charm. 
Dasakantha had to return. disappointed but more terrible than ever. 

Now, Sita's forbearance had reached its limit. Far away from 
her beloved husband she had to suffer sinful Wooing without cessation. 
At last she set her mind to bringing an end to her miserable existence. 
No sooner had the idea struck her, than she went to a lonely tree and 
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hanged herself. The startled Hanuman who never thought that Sita 
might make away with herself, at once climbed the tree and loosened the 
knot. A shiver of joy passed through his huge frame when he found 
Sita still alive. He introduced himself and informed her of how 
Rama was preparing to march against Lanka and rescue her. 

When Sita was convinced of his truthfulness a gush of joytul 
tears flowed down her unhappy cheeks. lt was the first ray of hope 
after the long night of despair. Sure as fate, Rama's arrow was coming 
io drink the blood of her ravisher, invincible as he was. Hanuman 
wanted to carry her off on his palm, but she would not listen to it. Once 
carried off by Dasakantha her life had been blackened enough. She 
did not want it to be more blackened by being carried off by another 
man, which would only aggravate the odium she had been exposed to. 
She would live for Rama with light of hope that Hanuman had kindled 
in her desolate heart. 

So Hanuman took leave of her and prepared to start for He- 
matiran. But before he would depart from the city, he wanted to leave 
his mark behind. So he dashed about the beautiful garden uprooting 
the favourite trees of Dasakantha. This sudden outburst of violence 
brought the demon host to suddue him but only to meet their death 
instead. Even Sahassakumar, the thousand sons of Dasakantha, could 
fare no better. At last came Indrajit who had overshadowed the glory 
of the King of gods. Witha view to testing the power of the demons 
Hanuman suffered himself to be bound by Indrajit and led before 
the King of Lanka. Pleased at such a display of valour, Dasakantha 
wanted him to be one of his soldiers. But Hanuman said, with his 
body beaten black and blue death was far more agreeable than a servile 
life. Would they bind his body with cotton soaked in oil and set it 


: afire? Without hesitation and without delay the demons responded to 
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his request and in no time Hanuman wasallablaze. He stood up like 
a huge mountain with roaring flames all around. With a tremendous 
shake he snapped his bonds and rushed through the streets of Lanka. 
From roof to roof did the son of Wind leap flourishing his flaming 
tail, and set the beautiful city all afire. From palace to palace, from 
house to house, danced the angry flames and consumed the Home of 
Gold to the ground. 

After burning Lanka to his full satisfaction Hanuman quenched 
his body in the sea. But his tail was still ablaze, no water could put 
out its fire. Puzzled, he sought counsel of Narada who was astonished 
to find the monkey too ignorant to know the use of his "tiny well.” 
Hanuman grasped the meaning and put his tail into his mouth. The 
fire died ont in a moment. - 

Then Hanuman returned to the monkey folk at Hematiran and 
related his adventure. Skipping for joy and bounding in glee, they 
started for Gandhamas to acquaint Rama of the happy news. 

When Rama heard the chivalrous performance of Hanuman, 
he was much alarmed, as it might bring harm to Sita who was still in 
the hands of the enemy. Hanuman was taken to task for going beyond 
the limit of his order. But he had some excuse in that he did not 
reveal his identity and so Dasakantha was unaware that he wasan envoy 
of Rama. : 

The army then marched against Lanka and in due time made 
its camp on the beach of the swelling sea that encircled the country 
of demons. 
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CHAPTER XXV 


Dasakantha's dream. Bibhek's homage io Rama 


. Dasakantha was reposing peacefully in the blissful ignorance of 
the appraoching danger. Conflagration had consumed the beautiful cits 
of Lanka no doubt, but he whom gods served and demons worshipped 
would find it not at all difficult to efface the black traces of Hanuman 
fiery display. Lanka had now been reconstracted, more beantitul than 
ever, more gorgeous than before. Now, Dasakantha was as happy and 
haughty as he could be. 

Then came the night when his peacetul slumber was suddenly 
haunted by a horrible dream. — Dasakantha dreamed: in the heart of 
heaven there ensued a fearful tight between two vultures—a black one 
from the west and a white one from the south. In the end the black 
one fell down dead and changed itself into a strange demon. ‘Phen 
appeared another scene in his dream. He dreamt that he poured some 
oil into a coconut-shell and pub a wick and held the peculiar lamp on 
his palm. Suddenlly, in rushed a woman and lighted the wick. ‘Che 
flame consumed the whole lamp and reached his palm. A burning 
sensation passed through his huge frame. Dasakantha woke up, 
startled and struck with horror. His twenty eyes spoke an unknown 
fear. 

Darkness was then melting into gold. ‘Phe terror-stricken Dasa- 
kantha sent for Bibhek and asked for the astrological explanatson of 
the dream. | Bibhek interpreted that the black vulture symbolised 
Dasakantha and the white one Rama. Rama would vanquish Dasa- 
kantha. The coconut-shell meant Lanka; oil Dasakantha's race, and 
the wick his life. ‘The female who had lighted the lump was Samma- 


nakkha and Sita was the flame that had consumed all, leaving nothing. 
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The dream foretold the great calamity hovering over Dasakantha's 
life on account of the evil influences of planets. Nothing in astrological 
science could counter-act this evil influence. he only remedy was 
to return Sita to Rama and ask his forgiveness. 

But the fey refuse advice as the dying refuse medicine. Bibhek’s 
good counsel only intensified his rage. How dared Bibhek to think 
little of him beside Rama? How dared he to extol his enemy before 
him ? Choked with anger, Dasakantha banished Bibhek from Lanka, 
and sent his wife Trijata to serve Sita. 

Turned out of house and home, Bibhek came to the monkey 
host and made alliance “ith Rama. But Sugrib's army astonished 
him no less. Monkeys were to combat demons whose lord even the 
lord of Heaven feared! Were they as mighty as Hanuman? Not 
so sanguine, he expressed his doubts to Sugrib who at once ordered 
the monkeys to show their respective powers. 

Then began the great demonstration of might that chilled the 
bravest heart. Some dashed to mountains, nprooted and supported 
them on their palms. Some hastened to obscure the sun and plunge 
the world into darkness. Some hurried to drain tl:e ocean to the dregs, 
and some caused the tempest rage and thunder roll as if to announce 
the world’s dissolution. 

The tumult of that great manoeuvre flitted across the ocean 
and reached King Dasakantha Twenty ears did the ten-faced king 
prick vp. What was this uproar that invaded the tranquil air of 
Lanka? Had Death beaten the drum of doom? Or had the world 
come to its end? ‘The ministers told him it was the commotion of the 
great army led by Rama. Was it really a mighiy army or an empty 
vessel? So he sent a demon, named Shukrasara to spy upon the enemies 
and report the result. He assumed the shape of a hawk and flew to 
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Rama's camp where he changed himself into a monkey and easily 
mingled with ihe monkevfolks. Nevertheless, he could not escape the 
crystal eye of Bibhek who informed Hanuman. At once the great 
monkey enlarged his palm as big as a gaint tent and covered the whole 
army. One by one the monkeys passed through his fingers. At last 
came Shukrasaral in his simian shape But unlike other monkeys, he 
cast no shadow and made no winks. So he was easily captured, fogged, 
tattooed and set free to relate the story of his shame to his lord. 

At the failure of his servant, came Dasakantha himself disguised 
as an ascetic. His holy dress commanded Rama's respect and hospitality. 
But Bibhek knew who he was; vet he could not utter a single word, 
because he was charmed to dumbness by his brother.  Dasakantha's 
sole purpose was to dissuade Rama from the course he was going io 
undertake. But in vain did he remonstrate with the prince of Ayudhya 
to whom retreat was unknown. . Dasakaniha returned, baffled and 
ihoughtful. 

On coming home, he struck upon à crafty design, master of 
artful devicesas he was. He ordered Benjakaya.? daughter of Bibhek, 
to assume Sita's form, and sham dead and float in the river beside the 
enemy's camp. 

At break of day Rama came to take his bath asusual, 'Phere his 
eyes met the false Sita in her last sleep. He fel; in his heart the grip 
of an unspeakable sorrow sq ueezing him almost to death His wailing 
brought Lakshana, and the two brothers grieved. 'This was AU end 
of their journey! Many a trial had they undergone, many ‘a forest 
had they crossed only to find Sita in her miserable watery grave with 
no urn but the empty atmosphere of a foreign land to hold her body, 
no band but the rebounding billows of the limitless blue to play her 


1. V. -- Shuka and Sarana. 2. V. -- Nanda. 
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last farewell, no parasols but the stretching arms of forest trees! to 
honour herlast bed. The thought broke their hearts and they lamented 
without cessation. 

Then came Hanuman, Bibhek and all other generals. At 
sight of Hanuman, Rama's grief gave place to anger. The im pertinent 
monkey was at the root of this evil, he thought. Dasakantha had now 
taken Sita's life to compensate his burning Lanka. 

Meanwhile, Hanuman was observing the floating corpse. How 
could a dead body which had not yet decomposed, float and be carried 
up the river to the camp which was situated on the south? He ex pressed 
his doubts, and a faint ray of hope illumined all faces around. So 
it was put on a burning pyre. With a shriek, Benjakaya, the false Sita 
leapt into the sky in her own form, but only to be broughi down by 
Hanuman, son of Wind. Whipped by Sugrib, she revealed her identity. 
Having come to know that Bibhek was her father, Rama asked him to 
judge her himself. he righteous demon allowed the father to be 
overruled by the judge and declared death was the only punishment a 
spy deserved. Rama was pleased to see Bibhek's impartiality. As a 
recompence he set her free and asked Hanuma to accompany her to 
Lanka. On the way the gallant son of Wind made love to her in words, 
sweet and consoling. In consequence, before Benjakaya reached the 


shore of Lanka, she had been made his own, destined to be the moter 
of his future son, Asuraphad. 


1. A good description of the royal obsequies in n Thailand, 
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CHAPTER XXVI 


Consiruclion of bridge. Siege of Lanka 


Now, it was agreed upon that a bridge should be built to cross 
the sea. At once the monkeys rallied round Nilabad and Hanuman 
and the great work of binding the unbounded began. But, to Nila- 
bad it afforded a golden opportunity to avenge the wrongs meted by 
Hanuman to his uncle Jambu. He gathered as many rocks as he could 
and dropped them down to Hanuman who had to catch and put them 
into proper positions. But Nilabad's only intention was somehow to 
fall foulo! Hanuman. So he began to drop stones so swiftly that it 
really demanded extraordinary agility of Hanuman to keep up with 
him. But he kept guiet, waiting for the moment when he could 
teach him a good lesson. 

After some time they exchanged their duties. Now, to every 
hair of his body he tied a huge rock and shouted to Nilabad to catch 
them quickly. But it was beyond his power. Consequently, from hot 
words they came to severe blows. The commotion reached Rama. 
What an aggravating sight it was to see the two generals fight between 
themselves and set a bad examiple to the army! So he punished both 
of them. Nilabad was orderd to return to Khidkhin as Sugrib’s regent 
and charged with supplying provisions for the army, while Hanuman 
was ordered to finish the bridge within seven days. 


With might and main did Hanuman work, and tremendous rose 


the tumult and noise of rocks hurled into the sea. It reached the anx- 
ious ears of Dasakantha and brought him sleepless nights. At last 
he thought of impeding the construction. He ordered his mermaid 
daughter Suvarnamaccha to go with her host and carry away the rocks 


used in constructing the bridge. 
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With wide eyes Hanuman saw his carefully laid rocks vanish 
into the fathomless deep. Then set with detemination, down dived 
ihe son of Wind, overcame Suvarnamaccha and compelled her and 
her host to replace the rocks into their former positions. Always gal- 
lant, Hanuman embraced this opportunity to court the beauteous mer- 
maid who on her part did not fail to respond to his love. So when 
she returned to her father to report her failure, she was already the 
motherof Hanuman's mermonkey child, Macchanu, whom she vomitted 
out of her womb, and invoking gods protection left on the sea-beach in 
fear of Dasakanthal 

Now the bridge lay ready, firm and wide, girding the blue by 
its solid grey. At this opportune moment Indra offered Rama his 
chariot driven by Matali. Then the whole army marched across the 
sea and reached the shore of Lanka. 


A strip of velvety land cooled by spreading trees and watered by 
refreshing streams invited the army to pitch its camp. But it was an 
enchanted forest where no birds dared to sing their sweet notes or to 
feed on its juicy fruits. The forest was Supported on the head of Bha- 
nuraj,a prodigeous demon who was ordered by Dasakantha to cajole 
the army into making its camp on that charmed ground and being 
swallowed up by the earth—which he could enhance b 
ground as soon as the army had encamped itself. 
more intelligent Bhanuraj to be a match for Han 
into the earth and made an end of him. 
well secured and Lanka strongly besieged. 

Then Rama sent Angad to Dasakantha with the ean 
that either he should yield up Sita at once or give battle. After 
numerous demons who faced him Angad reached Dasakantha’s 


y toppling the 
But it required a 
uman who dived 


slaying 
court. 


1, Neither Suvarnamaccha nor Macchan occurs in Valmiki 
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But in the court of Lanka there was no seat for the envoy of Rama. 
Unabashed, Angad lengthened his tail and went on coiling it until it 
reached as high as Dasakantha's throne. Seated on that peculiar seat 
he then began to deliver his messagein cutting terms. It only fanned 
the flame of Dasakantha’s anger to such a degree that he at once or- 
dered his four generals to kill him. But Angad was too much for 
them. He killed them all single-handed and returned to the camp to 
report the result of his envoyship. 

Enraged, Dasakantha resolved to delude the army to its doom 
himself. He had a miraculous umbrella given to him by Brahma. 
Whenever it was opened it obscured the sun and plunged the whole 
world into darkness. With this umbrella opened he drewa pitch dark 
veil around Lanka and made it disappear from the sight of Rama and 
his monkey host. But Sugrib, the commander-in-chief, was not to be 
taken so easily. He leapt into the sky, broke the magic umbrella into 
pieces and unveiled ihe city of demons, broad and bright. Before 
returning to his camp he snatched with his feet the crown of Dasa- 
kantha off his head, and presented it to Rama as a souvenir of his first 
encounter with the high and mighty King of Lanka. 

Dasakantha retired to his palace, disheartened bui thoughtful. 
He now understood Lanka had been besieged almost invincibly. He 
must take recourse to some other plan if he wanted to vanquish the 


enemy. 
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CHAPTER XXVII 
Carrying off of Rama. Overthrow of Maiyarab 


In the cool and refreshing atmosphere of ihe palace Dasakantha 
hit upon a good idea. He sent Vaiyavik, son of Marish, to Patal and 
invited Maiyarab, grandson of Sahamalivan and son of Mahayama, to 
Lanka. Maiyarab was now King of Patal and he was a formidable 
demon. From his preceptor Sumedh Muni he learnt all secular know- 
ledge and warcraft. Sumedh was so satisfied with his pupil that he 
took Maiyarab's soul out of his body, transformed it into a bee and 
hid it in Mount Trikuta It made him virtually immune to death and 
bestowed upon him the bliss of immortality. Now the baffled Dasa- 
kantha sought assistance of the invulnerable Maiyarab. 

Now, he had a magic powder with which he could induce sleep. 
He took that powder and a blowing pipe and came to the monkey 
camp. Carefulas he was, he could not catch Bibhek unawares. His 
crystal eye showed the approaching calamity. So When Maiyarab 
approached the camp he found the army well prepared to fight the 
disaster. Rama was well protected in the deep mouth of Hanuman 
who had already enlarged his body no less big than Brahma’s. But 
all their cautions came to nought before the miraculous power of 
Maiyarab. Assuming the simian shape he easily mingled with the 
monkeys and came to know that Bibhek had warned them of the 
approaching danger, which would, according to his prediction, pass 
away at the first sign of the early dawn. : 

Now, Maiyarab had a mystic pipe. Leaving the army in haste 
he climbed to the top of a mountain and raised hig pipe. Then and 
there the dazzling sky changed into a calm sea of silver gleaming with 
the stars of the early dawn.  Joyfully the monkeys thought that the 
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night had passed away taking with it all possibilities of disaster. So 
they slacked their vigilance to enjoy the repose of night. 

Then approached Maiyarab with his sleeping powder and began 
to blow his pipe. A film of grey mist engulfed the camp and one by 
one the monkeys plunged into deep slumber. ‘There lay Sugrib inert 
and oblivious of his duties; there lay Hanuman with his huge body 
apparently devoid of life; and in his mouth lay Rama, the life of Sita, 
immersed in unconsciousness. A deep silence save the occasional fall 
of dry leaves and the heavy breathing due to profound sleep reigned 
over the whole camp. The silence was then suddenly broken by the 
stealthy footsteps of Maiyarab who cautiously entered ihe camp, took 
Rama in his arms and swiftly made off to Patal. 

As soon as the monkeys came to themselves, they realised the 
disaster to their utter consternation. But there was Bibhek with his 
mystic crystal to visualize the invisible. Hanuman at once started out 
following the way instructed by Bibhek. It led him to a pond full of 
lotuses as big as large discs. Hanuman nipped one of the flowers 
and the path that offered was the wide hollow of the stalk. Down 
went the son of Wind into the hollow and found himself in frontof a 
wall jeolously guarded by ferocious demons. His kick sent the demons 
to their doom and broke the wall into bits. Hanuman resumed his 
journey. But he had not gone far when an elephant in rut, wild and 
enormous, confronted him. But it was to meet his death that the 
poor beast crossed Hanuman. E 

The monkey continued on his way, biasa and vigilant. Very 
soon his journey was again impeded by a fiery mountain with licking, 
smokeless flames. With shattering kicks he dissolved the whole moun- 
tain and proceeded on his way. Suddenly he was surrounded by a 


swarm of mosquitoes as big às hens. But him whom flames could 
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not lick, nor could elephant trample, what harm could mosguitoes, 
however big, do ? Hanuman went on, dauntless and tireless. His way 
led him to another pond bedecked with blooming lotuses. And there 
atlong last did he meet his equal. 

Maechanu, mermonkey son of Hanuman, was keeping guard 
of this pond. Left on the sea-shore by his mother, Suvarnamaccha, 
he was adopted and brought up by Maiyarab who, prompted by a 
dream, went to the sea-shore and found him out. Walking leizurely 
about the pond he observed a strange figure hurrying towards it. With 
firm steps he dashad towards the intruder and defied him. T'he son 
faced the father and the father met his equal in his own flesh and 
blood. 

The fight ended in nobody's victory. Both of them were asto- 
nished to seethe other's might and appearance that brought dim hope of 
some sweet relation. And they asked each other's acquaintance. Then 
the father and son became known. ‘The arms that were stretched 
to throttle each other were now locked in embrace. 

Hanuman then acquainted Macchanu with his motiy 
to Patal. A faithful guard, Macchanu could not induce hin 
away the secret of his foster-father. 


e in coming 
nself to give 
| Yet, he did not want to disap- 
point the author of his existence. So in order to serve both sides he 
said in enigma, “The path you came by, still presents itself. Why 
do you not follow that path. ?" 


„lt was enongh for Hanuman. In a moment he nipped a giant 
lotus and went down into its wide hollow. Very soon it led heo (9 


! ; of a woman, that rent the 
tranquil air of Nether Land met his ear first. It was Birakvan 


the region of Patal. There, the wailing 
: t , Sister 
of Maiyarab, bemoaning her son. She had been ordered to fill a 


canldron with water to be used in boiling her son Vaiyavik, together 
, 


CC-0. Prof. Satya Vrat Shastri Collection. 


- Zu dd F, OFA 
sitter dk Yael TET 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Digitized By Siddhanta eGangotri Gyaan Kosha 


15 
with Rama. But no mother can be instrumental in enhancing the 
death of her own son. It broke her poor heart. and she wailed in 
despair. Yet, she was too weak to disobey the king of Patal. With 
eyes replete with tears and heart laden with grief she was drawing 
ihe death water of her son when unexpectedly she saw Hanuman 
approaching stealthily. ‘The monkey consoled her and offered to save 
her son if she could lead him to where Rama had been kept concealed 
and confined. 

Indeed, it was an almost impossible task, since she had to pass 
the gate jeolously guarded by demons. And before she conld pass in 
she had to be weighed by a balance so sensitive that it could record 
the weight of a hardly visible speck. Mven the slightest increase in her 
weight would put her to instantaneous death. But Hanuman would 
not hear of it and insisted on her assisting him to pass the gate. At last 
the mother in her got over all fears for life and consented to conduct 
him to the place he desired. 

Hanuman, then, changed himself into a thin lotus fibre and 
remained hidden in her scarf. Nevertheless, when the she-demon 
was duly weighed before being allowed to pass, the balance gave way 
and broke into pieces. At once the demonic hands rose up to put an 
end to her. But she challenged them to find in her anything in- 
criminating. It was the rottenness of the balance, she contended, 
that made it give way. ‘They searched her thoroughly. Of course, 
they found nothing but the thin fibre. Who could think og guess 
that the fibre was impregnated with the power of destruction ? Con- ` 
sequently, they let her pass. 

Thus narrowly escaped from the mouth of death, she was exceed- 
ingly happy to conduct him to an iron-cage carefully hidden among 
here Hanuman found Rama still in dreamless slumber, 


9 


palm trees. 
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16 
unconscious of thed anger he was in. Gently, ihe devoted monkey 
took him in his arms and carried him to a safer place. Then he went 
for Maiyarab, the cause of all evil. 

A fearful fight they fought that shook the very depth of Patal. 
With uprooted palm trees did Hanuman strike him, but the demon 
was still immune to wound or death. Then Birakvan enlightened him 
of Maiyarab's boon. Scarcely had the words come out of her mouth 
when Hanuman enlarged his body, stretched his long arm as far as 
Trikut, got hold of the bee, ihe transformed soul of Maiyarab, and 
crushed it to death. And as the bee was crushed, lifeless and soulless 
fell Maiyarab, the wicked ally of the King of Lanka. 

Hanuman, then, installed Vaiyavik King of Patal and Macchanu, 
his heir-apparent. 

Then with Rama in his safe arms, he returned to the camp 
bringing joy to the monkeys and chagrin to the demons.Z 


1. Maiyarab does not occur in Valmiki. But in the Bengali 
Mahiravana. It might be a Bengali importation as is Angad's sitting on the 
coil of his tail in Ravana’s court, which occurs in Bengali but not in o 
Or it may be the deterioration of Tamil “Mayiliy Bhan : 


Ramayana we find 
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CHAPTER XXVIII 


Overthrow of Kumbhakarna 
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On the golden throne shuddered Dasakantha when the news ot 
^ Maiyarab' soverthrow reached him. ‘Fhe invulnerable lost immunity, 


j 3 the immortal met death—such was the valour of the enemy. Still, he 
| had a brother, Kumbhakarna, whose prowess knew no resistance. So 
to avenge Maivarab he asked Kumbhakarna to face Rama. But he was 
ü righteous demon to whom it did not seem meet that Sita should be 
held back and Rama given battle to. And he did not hesitate to utter 
what he thought right. But it only ihrew the demon king into pas- 
sion. He railed at his brother with improper insinuations. Was he | 
shrinking in fear of Rama even asa deer which recoils at the very 
smell of a tiger? Was he in awe of the enemy like a crow that Anti 
at the very sight of a bow? Hardly had he seen the enemy's: colo 
than he began to shrink like a coward. Thus unjustly rail d Da 


amd 


kantha at Kumbhakarna who shrank only before injustice. x ics 
E ions Mortally and wrongly insulted, the righteous demon took 1 uy D his 5 
: his brothers honour. = 


formidable spear and set out to recover ; 
From afar Bibhek noticed his brother valiantly leading t 


With folded hands Bibhek approached him, believing that hi 
a would yield to his love of righteousness. But 
ould never go against his king and commie 
A bo: So he severely rebuked Bibhek whose only exouse for des 
a kith and kin was that in serving Rama he was serving Nar 
With a clap of his hands am a deri Ü 


army. 
“love of Dasakanth 
righteous as he was, he c 
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straight-tusked elephant ? Who is the artful woman and who is the 
wicked man ?" l 

In vain did Rama and his monkeys rack their brains. The 
enigma remained as mysterious as ever. Finding no way Out, Angad, 
the expert envoy, was sent to cajole the demon into disclosing the 
meaning. But Kumbhakarna was too intelligent for him. He was not 
to be taken by Angad's boyish excuse that lama had already solved 
the riddle in his mind, and now wanted io verify it with its true solu- 
tion if Kumbhakarna would disclose it. With a laugh that derided 
Rama’s failure the demon gave the solution. The stupid ascetic Was 
Rama himself, who was su foolish as to leave his dear wile alone in 
the forest, ‘The straigbi-tusked elephant! was the king of Lanka 
who did not know to remain satisfied in his own wife but go after 
the others.  Sammanakkha, the shame-faced flirt, was the artful 
woman, and Bibhek, the traitor.to his king and country, was the 
wicked man l 

Then Sugrib faced him with all his might. Aware of his for- 
midableness, the demon thought of some devices to trick him into losing 
his strength. He began to make light of Sugribs prowess. Was he 
really as mighty as they thought? Could he fly to the Himavan 
Mountain, uproot a Rang? tree and tight him with it?  Sugrib who 


excelled more in the power of his sinews than of his brain, directly 


flew to the mountain, and within the wink of an eye returned with an 
uprooted tree. l'hen the two heroes fought, but the aready exhausted 
monkey was no match for him. Very soon Kumbhakarna put hir. 
under his armpit and made for Lanka. 


Hanuman saw the sad plight of the monkey king. He at once 


LADO es he mann based on the wildness of a straaght-tusked elephant, 
2. Pentacme simensis. — ; ; 
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19 
rushed to his rescue. Unable to resist Hanuman, Kumbhakarna had 
to set Sugrib free and return Lanka with his nose and ears bitten and 
bloody. 

Defeated at the door of victory, Kumbhakarna was bent upon 
restoring the honour he had lost. Now, he had a special spear, Mok- 
khasakti that spelt an unavoidable death to its victim. But before he 
could use that weapon he must have to awaken iis dormant power 
by invoking gods. So on an auspicious day he went to the riverside | 
and began to perform the necessary ceremony. Very soon the at- 
mosphere became diffused with the fragrance of burning incense and 
full blown flowers. Absorbed in deep meditation with the spear laid 
before him, Kumbhakarna was invoking the gods. 

Suddenly the demon opened his eyes and looked disconcerted. 
A nauseous odour carried by the gentle breeze of the river was driving 
away the fragrance of his sanctnary and slowly filling the whole at- 
mosphere. An ardent lover of cleanliness, he could bear it no longer. 
He got up and looked about to [ind out the cause of this ill odour. 
What met his vision was a decomposed body of a dog, floating mer- 
rily right in front of the sanctuary. A ravenous crow was happily 
feeding on the carcass, and at every peck of its beak a fresh gush of 
the offensive odour stank in the shrunken nostrils of Kumbhakarna. 

But it was ihe sham spectacle that disturbed the ceremony. 
Bibhek had seen in his crystal the procedure his brother was follow 
-ing to bring doom to the monkey host.. So he must be impeded 
before it was too late. Accordingly, Hanuman assumed the shape of a 
dog's carcass and Angad a crow, and came floating along the stream 
to Kumbhakarna's sanctuary and disturbed his ceremony. Thus imped 
-ed, the disastrous power of the spear lay dormant, leaving him no 


chance of an easy and undoubted victory. 
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But Kumbhakarna was not to be disheartened. Next morning, 
the great demon took his Mokkhashakti, dormant though it was, and 
fell upon the enemy. Lakshana co nfronted him. At once flew Mokkha- 
shakti to drink the blood of Smudraja’s delight. Lakshana fell senseless 
and with him fell asunder the castle of Rama and the hope of the 
monkevs. 

But there was Bibhek to rebuild the tumbled castle, to renew 
the broken hope. Directed by him, Hanuman at once started for 
Mount Sarbaya where lay the shrubs that would revive Lakshana. 
But it had to be brought before the eye of day peeped at the world, or 
with the first appearance of dawn would disappear all hope of Lak- 
shana's revival. 

Swift as the wind flew Hanuman through the sky. In the 
midst of heaven his white figure suddenly became bathed in crimson. 
Startled, he saw the golden chariot of Aditya, the sun-god, just en- 


tering to herald the advent of a new day. But it would be a day 


So at once dashed the 
gon of Wind to where appeared the golden chariot and tried to hold it 


that would portend despair instead of hope. 


back, only to be smitten by its scorching rays. ‘he next moment. 
Aditya was repentant when he found out that his rays had burnt 
Rama's right hand in vanquishing demons. So Aditya rejuvenated 
the burnt body of the monkey and brought him io life. Hanuman 
requested him not to follow his course asyet. But sorrow or chagrin 
of man cannot change the course of nature. However, Aditya consent- 
ed this much, that he would travel behind the screen of clouds To that 
ihe day might look like night. 

Satisfied, Hanuman resumed his flight and in no time alighted 
on the summit of Mount Sarbaya. ‘Then he shouted for the shrub 


and ab once the reply came from the foot “I am here". Down went 
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Hanuman and shouted again, only to be answered from the summit 
“Tam here.” Up went Hanuman only to come down again. Thus 
up and down, and down and up ran Hanuman, following the cajoling 
response of the shrub. 

Duped, he enlarged his body as big as the mountain and wound 
it with his tail, then, whenever and wherever he heard ihe answering 
call of the shrub he uprooted it then and there. In no time he had 
collected the shrub to his satisfaction. But there still remained one 
thing wanting—the water ol the five rivers kept im charge of Barat 
ab Ayudhya. But impossibility had never crossed Hanuman. He at 
once flew to Ayudhya and very soon returned with the desired water. 
The drug was then duly prepared and administered, and the outward- 
going life returned to Lakshana and broughi renewed joy and hope to 
Rama and his army. 

The loud cheers of the monkeys reached Kumbhakarna and 
made him more resolute. He now determined to kill the whole army 
on, leaving nobody to bring ihe dead to life. ‘Thus 
body as big as that of Brahma and lay 


without excepti 
resolved, he enlarged his 
obstructing the course of the river that flowed from the mountain to 
the enemy camp. 

For seven days he lay there—a living dam. 
to the dregs and death from thirst prevailed im the monkey camp. 
Bibhek knew i& was due to Kumbhakarna, but he did not know where 
as known only to his flower-girls. So Ha- 


The stream dried 


lay the demon. ‘Lhe place W 
numan assumed the shape of 
killed one of the flower-girls 


other flower-girls he easily went to wher 
No sooner had he reached there than he returned 
kick roused Kumbhakarna to his 


a hawk, flew down into the garden, 
and assumed her form. Mingled wiih 


e lay the demon obstructing 


the flow of water. 


. " 2 7 
to his own form and with a heavy 
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feat. At once the water flowed on its course and carried away the 
hovering death. The demon, unable to resist Hanuman, took to his 
heels. 

Next day, he again attacked the monkey host with his great 
spear. Rama confronted him. Jt was not the indomitable but fey 
Kumbhakarna who gave battle to Rama. The Brahmash of Naraya- 
na incarnate flew to drink the valiant blood of the demon and struck 
him to the ground. Thus fell Kumbhakarna, the indomitable, never 
io rise again, and before his closing eyes there appeared Rama in the 
form of Narayana holding with his four hands conch, discus, mace 


and trident,Z and opening the door of Heaven to the repentant demon. 


1. NOR eT to Thai o don Nr dud holds trident in m of lotus. 
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CHAPTER XXIX 


Lakshana's encounters with Indrajii 


After Kumbhakarna had been vanquished to death, the command 
of the demon army fell upon Indrajit, the valiant son of a valiant 
father. Born of Mando, he was formerly called Ranabaktra. Possessor 
of three formidable weapons—Brahmash from Isvara, Nagapash from 
Brahma and Vishnupanam from Vishnu—he had, once, cast shadow 
of inglory over the celestial grandeur of Indra and thereby acquired 
the name of Indrajit.] Such indomitable was Indrajit on his lion- 
drawn chariot, who now defied Rama and his army. 

Lakshana came forward to face him. An antelope to fight the 
lion! So laughed Indrajit at Lakshana and advised him to send Rama 
instead. But as the sun was to the glow-worm so was the brother of 
Narayana to the conquerer of Indra. Would he dare to face him ? 
And face he did, the unconguered warrior of Lanka. His bow began 
to rain death, incessant and unimpeded. Heart and hand, the monkeys 
took up the cudgels only to be swept away by his infallible arrows like 
dry leaves before the raging tempest. ‘Chey fell without number and 
with them fell Hanuman and Sugrib, senseless and disabled. Then 
came Tuakshana and arrested the flow of havoc that was about to 
overwhelm the army. The two heroes fought, their arrows spitting fire 
and vomitting water, until they could fight no more. Then they retired, 


but victory followed none. 


T 
Returning from the first drawn battle in his whole fighting 


career, Indrajit now determined to perform the sacrifice of Kumbhar- 
niya that would arouse the dormant power of his arrows. Accordingly, 


he retired to the Akashgiri Mountain and began the ceremony. 


1. The wo 


y 3 ’ y 1 : H i 1 * 3 ” 
rd means “one who has conquered. Indra. 
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But now there arose a difficulty. The monkey host might 
embrace this opportunity of Indrajits absence and storm the city. So 
Dasakantha sent for Mankarakantha, son of Khara, and ordered him 
to engage the enemy's army and impede its advance. But to send 
Mankarakantha to fight was to send him to certain death, since being 
Darabi in his former birth he was destined to be slain by Rama. Never- 
iheless, the demon fought a brave tight and terrified the monkey host 
toa degree. Transforming himself into countless forms that occupied 
ihe whole of heaven he began to pour rain of fire that began io 
deluge the whole army. But ai last Rama’s Bramastra put an end to 
his devastating power and freed him from his curse. 

Now, Indrajit's long absence (rom the battlefield caused suspi- 
cions and deliberations in Rama's army. But Bibhek knew where he 
was and why he was absent. He told Rama of how an im pediment 
could be brought tu his ceremony. It could be done only by a bear 
who should break the tree under which Indrajit was performing the 
ceremony. Jambuban volunteered himself and assuming the shape 
of à bear he at once started through the air for the desired tree. 

Indrajit was then immersed in deep meditation. The power 
of his reciting Vedic incantation had brought all the snakes of the 
creation and they were just discharging their venom to give a venomous 
bath to his Nagapash when the tree suddenly tell down broken info iwo. 
The startled snakes took it for the flappings of Garud's wings and 
dived into the earth as fast as they could. Jambuban leapt into the 
sky and made for the camp without alluwing the demon to cut off his 
escape. 

‘Thus disturbed, Indrajit took up his arrows, dormant though 
they were, and led his army to face the enemy. 


On his way he met Virunamukh at se head of a Spouse 
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Thus unexpectedly reinforced he now attacked the monkey host with 
unthought-of valour. 

But before Lakshana who confronted them, the demons coiled 
like deer before a lion. After a fierce battle that left victory waver- 
ing between the two sides, Indrajit advised Virunamukh to assume his 
form so as to deceive Lakshana and his host, while he would go up 
into the sky and shoot Nagapash. Instantly Virunamukh took the form 
of Indrajit and drew the attention of Lakshana and his monkeys. The 
real Indrajit availed himself of this opportunity, got up inio the sky 
and loosed Nagapash. Then and there the arrow changed to innumer- 
able serpenis that came down wriggling through the sky, and spitting 
venom upon the monkeys. ‘They fell down unconscious and entangled: 
in the coils of serpents and with them fell Lakshana, their leader. 
Indrajit returned victorious, leaving the unconscious body of Tiakshana 
in the bloody mire of the battlefield. 

Then came Rama io where lay Lakshana surrounded by the 
lifeless monkeys. Instructed by Bibhek he shot his Blaivat arrow at 
Heaven and down came Garud in an instant and pecked the serpents 
to flight. Lakshana got up as if from a restful sleep and so did all the 
monkey host. 

Indrajit was much astonished. What kind of enemies were 
they who could return from the death's door? Notwithstanding, he 
would now send them into the very jaws of death whence nobody 
could return. So he went to the seashore and began io mvoke 
Isvara to rouse the dormant power of Brahmastra. But with all his 
firm determination his sacrifice came to no avail, because Dasakantha 
sent him news of Kampan's death, who had, just then, been killed by 
Hanuman; and to receive bad news during the ceremony foreshadowed 


its failure. . 


1 
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The only remedy was to sacrifice a black cow—which Indrajit 
did at once and thus roused the dormant power of his arrow. 

So with this invincible Brahmastra on the string of his bow 
Indrajit confronted the enemy. Then by dint of his miraculous 
power be assumed the divine form of Indra surrounded by numerous 
gods, grand and beautiful. The baitlefield was suddenly changed into 
the divine home of the shining ones, Lakshana who led the mon- 
keys, saw this divine assembly and forgot that he was standing just in 
ihe midst of blood and death. 

Indrajit took advantage of Lakshana’s self-forgetfulness and 
loosed the unconguerable Brahmastra and laid low the whole army. 
But Hanuman wasstill alive. He had seen who was the shooter ol 
the deadly shaft. He at once leapt into the sky and broke the neck of 
the false Eravan! on which ihe false Indra was sitting. But a blow 
from Indrajit sent him senseless to the ground. The conqueror of 
Indra left the battlefield as the favoured child of victory, 

The news reached Rama and he hurried to the scene of his 
grievous defeat. As soon as the sight came into his vision he fell down 


unconscious like a tree cut off at the root. 


1. S. -- Airavata -- Indra's elephant. 
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CHAPTER XXX 
Overthrow of Indrajit 


Thus senseless lay Rama beside his dear brother Lakshana, now 
dead and gone for ever, and surrounding them lay the monkeys devoid 
of life. The field where they displayed power beyond miracle now 
became a vast mausoleum of their dead bodies. 

he news reached the happy king of Lanka. With histwenty eyes 
beaming joy and gratification he sent a demon to the garden where Sita 

was passing the creeping days and nights in fervent expectation of her 
husband's victory. Then like a bolt from the blue the sad news fell 
from the cruel lips of the demon. Her husband had gone to his grave 
taking with him all hismonkeys and shattering her last hope. There was 
no doubt about it. Sita might see with her own eves and assure herself. 

So Sita, accompanied by Vrijata, went to the battlefield on the 
air-chariot Pushpaka. ‘The last glimmer of her hope died out as soon as 
the sight came into her vision. Surely there lay Rama never to riseagain, 
never to caress her in his sweet words, never io wipe away her tears. 
Without doubt, the prince of Ayudhya was lying among the dead. Tears 
streamed down ‘her cheeks and her heart split in sorrow and despair. 

Then suddenly a dim ray of hope and consolation eame from 
Trijata. Was Rama really dead or merely siunned? Pushpaka was 
the best judge, as she would never rise to the sky if a widow boarded 
her. The truth had once been verified by Mando and it might be 
verified again. So Sita went into Pushpaka. To her great joy up fiew 
the air-chariot into the sky studded with twinkling jewels, and carried 
her safely to her poor residence. Rama was still alive though stunned, 
and the day would surely come when his valour would bring sunshine 


to her gloomy life. 
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Meanwhile, Bibhek who was then occupied elsewhere in connec- 
tion with supplying provisions, returned and saw the sad plight of the 
army. But he betrayed no despair. He knew that nothing could bring 
about Hanuman’s death, who was immortal by the grace of Isvara. 
So uttering a Vedic incantation he blew at Hanuman. The great 
monkey opened his eyes and began io wink feebly showing bewilder- 
ment. 'Phen suddenly the whole matter flashed into his mind and 
he hurriedlv got up. 

Tt was night and refreshing dewdrops were cooling the parched 
earth. ‘Chey fell like a divine balm upon the bodies lying in deadly 
swoon and soothed their pain. One by one the retinue that followed 
Rama got up from torpor as if the dead had come to life by the divine 
touch’of heaven. But Lakshana and the other victims of Brahmash still 
lay senseless and lifeless. No dewdrops but the balm made of shrubs 
in Mount Avudh in the continent of Pubbavideha could soothe the pain 
inflicted by Brahmash and bring life back. The shrub was known 
only to Jambuban who happened to hear of it during his serving 


| Tsvara. But the shrub was well guarded by a rotating disc. Whoever 


would try to get at the shrub would be torn to death. There was onlv 
one person to whom it was easily approachable. It was Hanuman. 
So at once leapt the son of Wind into the sky and flew for the mountain. 


In no time a black shadow of huge dimension obscured the cres- 


cent moon that was smiling over the army. ‘Whey all looked up and 


perceived that Hanuman had returned with the mountain. - Then there 


arose another difficulty. ‘Che mountain could not be set anywhere, be- 
cause Lanka was a floating island and so did not deserve to be e basis 
of a holy mountain. At last it was set on the north, T 


hen there sprang 
upa gentle breeze that bore the aroma of the life-giving shrub and 


scattered it all over the field of doom. It carried away the paleness 
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of death that Brahmash had lefi on its victims and brought them to 
life, fresh and vigorous. Thus Lakshana got up from his swoon, and 
so did all the monkeys who shared his fate. 

Foiled in his device, Indrajit now thought of some other vicious 
trick that would drive Rama and his host out of Lanka. It was for 
Sita that Rama had invaded the island. So if an end was put to Sita 
“the war would also come to its end. But there Dasakantba stood an 
admantine barrier. So he had no other way but to take recourse to 
a false Sita. 

Now, Shukrasara, being guilty of deserting his post, was sentene- 
ed to death.  Intimated of Indrajit's novel plan, Dasakantha ordered 
him to take the guise of Sita and follow Indrajit m his chariot. With 
the false Sita in his chariot Indrajit went to the baitlefield and was 
soon confronted by Lakshana. 

But Lakshana's arrow remained fixed in his bow and did not 
fly to show its sharpness to the enemy. Sita’s presence in. Indrajits 
chariot had deprived Lakshana of his agile power and left lim gazing 
astounded at her miserable figure. Then suddenly he was startled by 


the thundering voice of Indrajit. Would Lakshana come forward 


and take away Sita, the cause of all trouble, and leave Lanka in- 


peace ? Willingly responded Lakshana to his proposal and told him to 
send her. But how could Indrajit, the ever victorious, send Sita by 
himself without hurting his honour ? So with an arrogant laugh, he 
cut off her head and threw it at Lakshana to his utter dismay. a And 
at the very moment, thundered again the threatening voice of Indrajit 
that he would now march against the city of Ayudhya, storm its palace 
and crumble its throne. ‘Then he left the field with the triumphal 
banner hoisted proudly before him. 


But it wasa fancied victory that accompanied the conqueror of 
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Indra, for Bibhek knew that the real Sita was still a captive in Dasa- 
kantha's pleasure garden and the head that was hurled at Lakshana 
was a false head, the head of Shukrasara. Moreover, he also knew 
that Indrajit was not leading his army to storm Ayudhya, but was pre- 
paring himself to perform the sacrifice of Kumbhaniyaé that would 
endow him with the miraculous power of becoming invisible and leave 
him as well as his army virtually immune to being victimised by any 
weapon. 

So thither Bibhek led Jiakshana where Indrajit was performing 
his ceremony in fancied safety. Unexpectedly disturbed, the demon 
at once sprang up from his seat and faced the intruder. But to-day 
viebory was averse to smiling upon him. He felt that the day had at 
last come to seal his fate. His heart ached for his unhappy parents 
who would be left unconsoled at his death. He longed for their last 
farewell. So he created a screen of pitch dark cloud and under its 
cover flew to bid goad-bye to Dasakantha and Mando. 

Meanwhile. Lakshana became so sure of victory that he yearned 
to cut Indrajit’s head off his body. But that he could not do, since 
the demon got a boon from Brahma that whenever his head would 
fall off his trunk, a great conflagration would consume the whole 
creation. So instantly flew Angad to the Home of Brahma and fetched 
his vase to receive Indrajit’s head. No sooner had he returned than 
Lakshang loosed his Brahmash that brought down the head of the 
demon and settled it on Brahma’s vase. Then Rama shot a missile 
and created a licking flame which consumed the head to ashes and saved 
the world from being burnt to cinders. And headless fell the conquer 
-or of Indra, smashing all hopes of the demons but kindling a fiery 
zeal in the hearts of the monkeys. 


[dL V. Nikumbhila. ; — 
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CHAPTER XXXI 


Encounters with Dasakaniha and his allies 


A shaft of sorrow pierced his heart when Dasakantha heard the 
news of his son's fall. 'l'o this end had he come at last. To whom 
but Sita did he owe this sorry turn of his fate? To whom but Sita 
did he owe the death of Indrajit, the pride of his race ? Would it not 
be better to destroy her who had indirectly caused his son's death ? 
So he hurried to Sita’s cottage and would have killed her but for 
Paovanasura, who dissuaded him from this cowardly step which could 
not bring back his son's life. The heroic way to avenge his son's death 
was to brave Rama himself and challenge his valour. 

So started Dasakantha for the field of battle, and with him 
went his ten generals and ten sons who had laid low Wind, Fire, Sun, 
and Indra. But among the monkeys were Hanuman, son of Wind, 
Nilanan, son of Fire, Sugrib, son of Sun, and Angad, grandson of 
Indra. And those who defied those gods, very soon met their end by 
the hands of their sons. 

With ten arms fought Dasakantha and with the other ten arms 
he defended himself. Still he could not gain victory’s favour. 

He returned, neither victorious nor vanquished. Then he sent 
for his friend Mulabalam, Crown prince of Pangtal. Mulabalam came 
accompanied by his elder brother, Sahassateja, a demon of thousand A 
faces and two thousand arms before whom fled all his foes by tke grace” 
of Isvara. Besides, the unassailable demon possessed a miraculous mace 


the pointing head of which spelt death to its victims and the pointing 
base bestowed life upon the dead. < 
With zeal and pride the two brothers marched to the battletiela, 


The terrific appearance of Sahassateja made the monkeys flee like a 
ils 
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herd of sheep before a wolf. Nevertheless, Lakshana's sharp shaft 
struck Mulabalam to the ground, while Hanuman's ingenuity arrested 
the revengeful advance of Sahassateja. 

The son of Wind, resolved to deprive him of his miraculous mace, 
shrank into the form of a small monkey, and deliberately stumbled down 
before his chariot. With an angry look the demon checked his power- 
ful vehicle and got hold of the offender, who introduced himself as a 
servant of Bali, come to avenge his master. Gladly, the credulous 
demon made him an ally; and overjoyed by the flattering words of the 
monkey, he gave him his mace to avenge his master. No sooner had 
the mace reached his hand than Hanuman returned to his gigantic 
form and winding the demon by his long tail, cut off his thousand- 
faced head to present Rama as a souvenir, 


At the fall of Sahassateja came Sang Aditya, brother of Man- 
karakantha. The demon had a miraculous glass the reflection of which 
burnt everything that happened to fall within its area. But happily, 
it was kept in charge of Brahma. So at once flew Angad to the Home 


of Brahma in the form of Sang Aditya's governor and thus secured 


the glass in safety. Devoid of his miraculous Weapon, the duped 


demon fell an easy prey to Rama's deadly weapon. 


Thus one by one, fell all the demons on whom Dasakantha built 


his hope. Now, where should he look for new hope and new alliance ? 


Then suddenly came to his mind the chivalrous deeds of Satlung, 


King 
cof Chakravala, and his nephew 'Primegh, son of T 


risira, Dasakantha 
sought their assistance and the demon kings responded to his 


prayer 
at once. 


With a vast army at his command Satlung started for Lanka 
On his way he met the army commanded by Trimegh, 


The combined forces then marched to overthrow Rama with 
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all his host. But alas, it was to their doom that they were so enthu- 
siastically marching. Rama’s arrow sent Satlung to his grave and 
Trimegh to hide in the sandy foot of Mount Chakravala, assuming 
the form of a speck of dust. But there the irresistable son of Wind 
followed him and sent him to share the fate of his friend. 

Bereft of allies, Dasakantha now took to his own resources. 
Whom was he afraid of, who could change his flesh into diamond, and 
impregnate his finger with death as he had once done when he used 
to serve Isvara as Nandaka ? But it required a sacrifice before he could 
be endowed with such miraculous power. The only necessary condition 
of its fulfilment was to keep his mind as calm as the sleeping sea of 
winter for a period of seven days. Once his mind lost its balance and 
flamed in anger, his sacrifice would come to frustration. So he went 
to a solitary tunnel in Mount Nilakala and commenced the sacrifice 
with all austerities. 

But Dasakantha misjudged the miraculous ability of Hanu- 
man who was a perpetual thorn in his flesh. Directed by Bibhek the 
mighty monkey, accompanied by Nilanand and Angad, went to the | 
sanctuary of the demon king, but to his utter amazement found the 
mouth strongly blocked by dint of Dasakantha’s supernatural power. 
The block could however be removed by sprinkling water which had 
been made unholy by washing a woman's feet. So hastened Hanuman 
to his demon wife Benyakaya, brought the water she had used in 
washing her feet and sprinkled it on the miraculous block which gave 
way a&once. The three monkeys rushed into the tunnel, and biting 
and beating, began to disturb the tranguillity of Dasakantha's mind. But 
the demon king remained firm in his seat and guiescent in his mind. 

Failed, the resourceful Hanuman thought of some other device. 
For the time being he left the sanctuary and flew to where on a golden 
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bedstead lay Mando in deep sleep, her rosy lips parted into a happy 
smile partially displaying a set of glimmering pearls. 


Having charmed her to insensibility, he took her in his arms 
and returned to Dasakantha's sanctuary. 


The queen of Lanka in the arms of a monkey! The queen of his 
heart about to be ravished by a beast! With a terrific growl of anger 
the demon chased Hanuman. At once the monkey left the demon 
queen and made for his camp with a satisfied mind. Dasakantha had 
been befooled. The flame of anger had consumed his tranguillity of 


mind and with it, had burnt to ashes all chances of his being death 
and disaster personified. 


Baffled, Dasakantha sought alliance of Saddhasura, king of 


Astangga, and Virunchambang, son of Dushan. The two demons 


came at once to his help—Saddhasura with his miraculous power of 
summoning all divine weapons to his help, and Virunchambang with 
his invisible body and his invisible horse, 


Hanuman confronted Saddhasura. With a view to depriving 
him of his divine weapons, Hanuman advised the monkeys to hide 
themselves among the fleecy clouds, so that as soon as the gods, 


invoked by Saddhasura, wonld drop down their Weapons, they would 
gather them in the mid-way before they could come in possesssion of 


the demon. Then in the form of a wild monkey he challenged 


Saddhasura of his miraculous power. The demon summoned the 


* divite weapons, but they failed to come to his hand since they were 
gathered in the mid-way of heaven by the artful monkeys. Tiosing 
faith in his miraculous power he now braved Hanuman with all his 
might and main, only to allow the monkey to take his head as a 

souvenir to Rama. 


At the fall of Saddhasura came Virunchambang in a fury 
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Seated on his invisible horse, the invisible demon began to rain death 


upon the monkey host, and left Rama at his wit'send as to how to : 


fight the invisible foe. At last he shot an arrow impregnated with 
death and it killed all the demons that accompanied Virunchambang 
and sent his horse to doom, invisible as it was. Left alone, he was too 
terrified to brave the ememy that surrounded him. So he took off 
his scarf and with a Vedic incantation created a perfect replica of his 
own out of his scarf. 

Charged with life, the replica now began to fight and the real 
Virunchambang fled to Mount Akash. There he met Vanarin, & 


fallen nymph, who advised him to hide in the foam of the sea. 


Yet he could not get out of Hanuman's reach. "The monkey 


followed him to Mount Akash where he met Vanarin. Indeed, the 
fallen nymph was waiting for Hanuman through many a restless aeon. 
Absorbed in an interesting conversation with a friend, she oncé forgot 
to respond to the call of Isvara, thus inviting upon herself the 
curse of the god, which she could get rid of only when she “ould 
help Hanuman in tracing Virunchambang. In the form of a young 
man that excelled the god of love in beauty he approached the nymph, 
convinced her of his own identity by yawning a galaxy of moons and 
stars, made her his own and brought an end to her cursed life. Then 
following the path pointed out by the nymph he came to the spot where 
Virunchambang was hiding in the form of foam. Narrowly escaping 
out of Hanuman's giant clutch he made a crevice in the sea by his 
power of incantation and fled to its bottom. But there followed him 


the long tail of the monkey and dragged him out to meet his death 


and get his deserts. 
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CHAPTER XXXII 
Judgment of Malivaggbrahma 


The fall of Saddhasura and Virunchambang made Dasakantha 
more revengeful than ever. The invulnerability of the enemy had 
made him lose faith in weapons. So the demon king now thought 
of some plan other than weapons, which could wipe out the existence 
of Rama from the face of the earth. 

Then came to his mind his grandfather, the Brahma Malivara], 
lord of gods, gandharvas, nagas and all supernatural beings. Hewasa 
Brahma whose words had never failed to be true. So if he could be 
persuaded to imprecate Rama to defeat and death, then all the troubles 
of Lanka and her king would come to a happy end, 

With this idea in view, Dasakantha sent two demons, named 
Nanyavik and Vayuvek to Heaven with a respectful invitation asking 
his gracious presence in Lanka to decide the dispute between him and 
Rame who had aggressively besieged the country. 


Malivaraj was a friend of King Ajapal, grandfather of R 
So he readily consented to settle the dispute. 


ama, 


Surrounded by gods 
and goddesses he, therefore, came down from his Heaven to I 


But instead of entering either the city, which might m 
doubtful of his impartiality, or the monkey 


anka. 
ake Rama 


camp which might make 
Dasakantha feel unhappy, be alighted on the battlefield that belonged 


neither tö Rama nor to Dasakantha. 

Instantly approached Dasakantha to the lord of Heaven and 
accused Rama of his aggression, hoping that the god would imprecate 
the cause of his trouble at once. But Malivaraj the just, was too 
righteous to do so. Before he would pass a judgment he thought it 
advisable to invite all gods to witness his arbritration and Uma 
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Rama to reply to the accusation. In a moment the valley of death 
turned into the assembly of gods, and shrieks of despair gave place to 
shouts of delight. 

Rama came, followed by his faithful retinue. Malivaraj wanted 
to know who was the instigator of the dispute. At once replied 
Dasakantha that the responsibility lay with Rama who had unnecessarily 
besieged Lanka for a woman whom he had found alone in a forest 
without husband or son and so led by pity brought to the palace. 

But Rama challenged his accusation and related how Sita had 
been carried off by Dasakantha and how he had followed her to this 
distant island of Lanka. 

At last Sita was brought well guarded by both the monkeys 
and demons so that no one might doubt Sita of her being taught by 
the other party.  Sita's evidence and the evidence of all gods corrabo- 
rated Rama's, and Dasakantha found himself at his wit's end to 
challenge the veracity of those evidences. ‘The only excuse he could 
produce was that the gods who had, time and again, been defeated 
and enslaved by him, would undoubtedly embrace opportunity to feed 
their grudge. 

But by now, Malivaraj's faith in Dasakantha's truthfulness had 
been greatly shaken, and his last resort to a lame excuse broke it 


altogether. So the god ordered the demon to restore Sita to her 


‘lord and put an end to this unjust dispute. But Dasakantha was 


admantine. Advice or threat was futile to induce him to yield to truth 
i a 2 
and justice. He declined to do as he was ordered. Angered, the 
righteous Malivaraj imprecated him to death by Rama’s weapon and 
departed to Heaven with his divine retinue. 
Sita went back to her cottage, dreaming of coming bliss, Rama 
to his camp, encouraged by Malivaraj’s judgment, and Dasakantha to 
his palace, hoist with his own petard. 
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CHAPTER XXXIII 


Kapilabad, the great spear 


The last device thus peing frustrated, Dasakantha now thought 
of rousing the dormant power of his great spear, Kapilabad, given to 
him by Isvara, and committing all the gods together with Malivaraj 
to flames. 

So he dressed himself in the habit of an ascetic, went to the foot 
of Mount Meru and lit a sacrificial fire. Then he made earthen images 
of gods and began to chant Vedic hymns. The fire burst into 
angry flames. One by one. he began to commit all the images to 
the consuming flames. An unbearable burning pain spread all over 
the divine world as soon as those immages were offered to the flames. 
The perturbed lord of gods looked down and saw the devastating 
sacrifice of Dasakantha. At once the gods rushed to Isvara and sought 
his refuge. 

The compassionate god asked Bali who had by that time taken 
his birth as a god, to go down, break Mount Meru and throw it into 
the sacrificial fire. 

Seated calmly before the fire Dasakantha noticed Bali. But 
Dasakantha the demon was no match for Bali the god. The King fled 
to Lanka, defeated and disappointed. 

e » asakantha felt both sorry and unhappy to find Isvara favouring 
pee t since he had revived Bali to overcome him. But Mando 
cic nn Bias Hanuman who, instructed by B 
of all evil, the p ‘i E. ques uu aaa qe. 
To kill him was an WA Ee and the destroyer of all plans. 

s to break the spirit of the enemy. So advised Mando 


and the king belie 
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Accordingly, on the next morning, with his great spear 
Kapilabad in his hand he set out to put an end to Bibhek's perfidious 
career. As soon as he reached the field, Rama, Lakshana and Bibhek 
encountered him. With lightning speed flew Kapilabad to take its 
bath in Bibhek's blood. But the fortunate demon was agile enough 
to evade the carrier of death, while T.akshana tried to strike it back. 
Kapilabad, siruck by Liakshana's shaft, only deviated from its course and 
hit the hero who dared to arrest its motion.  Lakshana fell down 
senseless, receiving the angry shaft of Dasakantha on his own breast. 

Tiakshana’s fall inflamed Rama to 2 degree. His bow began to 
shower death the kind of which the demons had never seen or dreamed 
of. No demon save Dasakantha was left standing on his feet, and 
no weapon save the empty quiver was left in charge of him. — Every 
moment the shower of death began to pour with increasing rage so 
much so that Dasakantha had to take to his heels and seek refuge 
within the safe walls of his palace. 

No sooner had the tide of battle shown signs of reflux than the 
grateful Bibhek threw himself into the task of reviving the preserver 
of his life. There were only three shrubs, Tu-iua, Sankarani and Trijava 
that could mitigate the pain caused by Kapilabad and restore life. But 
the shrubs grew on Mount Sanjibsannji in the continent of Uttarakuru. 
The shrubs should be mixed with the dung of Isvara's cow in ihe 
cave of Mount Indakala. They were approachable by none pus one 
who could yawn moons and stars. So at once flew Hanuman to does 
mountains and in the twinkling of an eye returned with all the necessary 
drugs. Now, the drugs should be pulverized before they could be 
administered. The slab for pulverizing was in charge of Kalanaga, 
King of Patal, and the roller in charge of Dasakantha who used it as 


his pillow. So Hanuman at once started for Patal and very soon 


à 12 
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returned with the slab. Then he went for the roller to King Dasa- 
kantha’s palace. 


He charmed the whole people to sound sleep and cautiously 
entered where lay Dasakantha with the beauteous Mando in his loving 
arms. Hanuman snatched the stone from under the ten-faced head 
of the demon and was about to return to the camp when a funny idea 
crossed his prankful mind. With a roguish smile on his lips he took 
the king's hair and tied it with the queen's, Then he imprecated that 
nothing but three slaps on his head from his queen would loosen the knot. 
The monkey ihen left the palace for the camp. But before he left, 


he wrote the imprecation and its remedy on Dasakantha's forehead. 


. All requirements thns being achieved, the drug was then easily 


prepared and administered. Lakshana got up from his death swoon 


and sorrow gave place to jubilance. 
Meanwhile, Dasakantha rose {rom his charmed sleep. The 
unsuspicious demo 


n raised his head as a preliminary to getting up. 
But he felt a sudden, painful tug at the root of his hair. With an 
angry look he turned his head, only 
But it revealed the sad plight he w ; 


the knot but to no avail. 


to feel the pain of another tug, 
asin. Impatiently, he tried to untie 


| He shouted for his demon servants and sent 
for his preceptor Goputra, 'p 


How could he allow his mighty 


Woman—an act which not only hurt his 


the n ang began to exercise his own miraculous power. Butit 
was all in vain that he used his po 
as it could be, and the two heads y 


egan to play tug of war T IE 
their pain the more. pay ug of war that increase 


What was to do now but to take recourse to 


s ; 
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that ignoble remedy prescribed by that mischievous monkey? The 
king, high and mighty as he was, must lower his royal head to be 
slapped thrice by his wife. 

How pernicious these monkeys were! Not only had they 
injured his power and prestige but also had added insult to the injury. 
They must be exterminated to the last beast. 

Thus resolved in vengeance, Dasakantha sent for his brother 
Dabanasura, King of Chakravala. He had no sooner heard the disaster 
that had befallen the demon king, than he rushed to the battlefield, 
enlarged his body as big as Brahma's and obscured the sun with his 
huge tongue. The earth unable to bear the weight, gave way, and 
half his body sank down into its very core. Then out shot his two 
giant arms and surrounded the whole monkey host like two great 
walls. The poor beasts, suddenly enshrouded by pitchy darkness, 
stumbled into NE cavelike mouth. The demon devoured them without 
even giving time to masticate. Cries of despair rang throughout the 
camp. But in Rama's heart there was neither fear nor despair. 
By his order Sugrib cut off the arms of the demon. Unable to bear 
ihe sharp pain, he at once shrank into his original form. Instantly, 
the whole field became bathed in dazzling light. Then Rama loosed 
a deadly missile. It killed the demon and burst through his belly. All 
the monkeys he had devoured, dropped down onto the ground, still 
So Rama loosed an arrow. It reached 


undigested though lifeless. 
The merciful 


the Home of Indra and invited him to the battlefield. 


god sprinkled divine water all over the dead bodies and brought them 
to life once again. ‘Che whole camp roverberated with the cheers of 


Joy and victory. 
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CHAPTER XXXIV 
Elixir of Life 


Now, Mando came to her husband's succour. She knew the 
means that would deprive death of its power of doom, and bring the 
dead to life. Tt was an elixir of life she had learnt from Uma. Once the 
elixir Was prepared and sprinkled over the field of deat h, all the generals 
of her husband would rise from their graves and fight for him. What 
could the weapons of Rama and his host do against the impregnable 
armour of the elixir ? The demons might fall, but only to rise again 
with new vigour to face the enemy. So Mando | 
the Sanjib ceremony which would provide her wi 

Thus unexpectedly encouraged, Dasakantha started for the field, 
accompanied by his two sons Dasagirivan and Dasagiridhar. Lakshana's 
arrows put the two brothers to death w 
the faiher to retreat. 


lastened to perform 


th the elixir of life. 


hile Rama's valour compelled 


At this critical moment arrived Mando's elixir of life. At once 


ihe demon sprinkled it all over the v 


alley of death; and instantly the 
whole host of demons g 


ot up from their graves 
There rose Kumbhakarna 


with his one thousand fac 


and faced the enemy. 
» With his formidable spear; Sahassateja 
es, Sang Aditya with his mir 
and with them rose all other demons with 
had to be fought once again, 


aculous glass, 
all their ferocity. ‘The fight 
Besides, it was a f 
end, since there was the elixir to restore life to t 
Shem-báck to the field. 


ight that knew no 
heir victims and bring 


There was no other Way out of this disastrous turn of fortune 
than to disturb Mando in her Ceremony. But it could be brought 


e success of the ceremony 
ous passion. 
the master of all devices, assumed the 


about by inciting her heart to lust, because th 
reguired the performer to he froed of Jascivi 
Therefore, Hanuman, 


* 
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form of Dasakantha; Nilanan, of his elephant; and Jambuban of his 
" . - n H : 
mahout, while a host of monkeys transformed themselves into demonic 4 


forms. The false Dasakantha then proceeded to Lanka in triumphal 


procession. 3 

The procession wended its way through the streets of Lanka | 
and arrived at the sanctuary of Queen Mando, ihen absorbed in 
ceremony of producing the elixir of life. E 


What was the use of the elixir of life now? Rama was lying 
dead beside the lifeless body of his brother and surrounded by his lifeless 
host. So lied the false Dasakantha to the Queen Mando. With joy 
beaming through her eyes, she left her ceremonial seat and fell into the 


arms ofthe false Dasakantha. An impure kiss was imprinted on her rosy 


‘ 

3g 

1 

lips, and an impure embrace locked her delicate form. Thus the artful- 1 
Hanuman defiled the chastity of the simple-minded queen. Having so E 

frustrated the ceremony, he left Mando on the plea that Bibhek was 

still alive and he must return to put an end to his treacherous life. 1 

Meanwhile, Dasakantha was impatiently waiting for the elixir. 

All the revived demons had again returned to their graves; and there 

was no elixir to restore life. Hour followed hour, yet there was no 

fxesh supply coming. Puffs of air they were—the revived demons, d 

and devoid of the elixir, to air they had returned. Now Dasakantha was 

again left alone. ‘Time and again, he looked back hoping to find the 

bearer of the elixir, but it was the lonely path that met his eye. At last 

he could wait no more. Impatiently and hurriedly he made for 


Mando's sanctuary. 5 es 
There the truth revealed itself. The infuriated king, ams 
AAT 
at Hanuman's impudence, was rooted to the ground, and the irs DD 
queen, ashamed of. her violated chastity, fell down insensible. - 
Nevertheless, baffled though they were in their devices, no 
umbrage cast its dark shadow over their love which shone as bright 


and gentle as ever. 


2 
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CHAPTER XXXV 
Recentacle of Soul 


APA RENE 


All his procedures having come to frustration and his dear 
queen to dishonour, Dasakantha now raged in devastating fury. His 
iwenty eyes began to shoot angry Bames as if to consume the whole 
creation in conflagration. He started for the field, resolved to blot 
ont the existence of the enemy from the face of the earth. , 

The two armies met and Rama confronted Dasakantha. 'The 
whole heaven wascovered with showers of shafts their heroic bows were 
pouring incessantly. Rama fought with valour, unseen and unknown. 
But Dasakantha was immune to all weapons. His head fell, only 
to grow again, his arms were cut off, only to be joined again. No 
weapon, however disastrous, could bring harm to the invulnerable 
demon. 

At last came Bibhek to Rama's succour. He told him that 
Dasakantha's soul had been taken out of his body and kept in a recep- 
tacle in charge of his preceptor Goputra. Dasakantha would fall only 
when the soul in the receptacle had been crushed to death. 

Hanuman volunteered; but he cautioned Rama that he might 
resort to any tricks and so he would not be surprised or doubtful of 
his faithful servant if he found him in the enemy's camp. 

Having cautioned Rama,the son of Wind started for-the hermit- 
age of Goputra whom he knew to be a block-headed preceptor. And 
with him went Angad, grandson of I ndra, as his accomplice. 

"Phe two monkeys reached the hermitage, their cheeks wet with 
tears. They had been ill-used by Rama whom they had served most 
faithfully and for whom they were ready to dedicate their lives. ‘Thus 
lied Hanuman to Goputra with words that inspired compassion. ‘They 


CC-0. Prof. Satya Vrat Shastri Collection. 


i 
| 
| 
] 
i 
| 
i 
J 


[ 


LI 
Digitized By Siddhanta eGangotri Gyaan Kosha 


105 
had now left him in disgust to serve a greater master, King of Lanka, 
who knew how to reward a faithful servant. But they who had done 
him wrong, killed his sons and generals, were afraid to approach him 
alone, lest their very sight might enrage the king so much so that he 
might kill them before they would find time to submit their petitions. 
Would the kind preceptor take them to the king's presence and pnta 
word or two in their favour? Thus entreated the artful Hanuman 
with words accompanied by tears. 

Goputra believed him and agreed to present them to the king 
and urge his favour. So they prepared to start for the palace. But 
what were they to do with the receptacle that contained the king's 
soul? There was Rama in earnest readiness seeking every opportunity 
to steal away the receptacle. So said the “well-wisher Hanuman and 
urged the rishi to take the receptacle with him. The foolish rishi did 
as he was told allowing no doubt to creep into his mind. 

The three wound their way through ihe villages of Lanka. At 
the sight of Hanuman all the demons began to flee in great consterna- 
tion—some taking their young ones into arms, some leading their mo- 
thers, some their wives. A fearful commotion it was that the sudden 
appearance of ihe mighty monkey caused in the village-streets of Lanka. 

At last they reached the city-gate. ''here a new difficulty 
presented itself. ‘The receptacle could not be brought into the city, 
because the soul would fly to Dasakantha, even as a young bird flies to 
meet its mother as soon as the flutters of its wings reach the Awaiting 
young ear. Hanuman suggested that the receptacle should he kept in 
charge of Angad who should wait for the rishi at ihe gate. So it was 
arranged. Angad was left in ‘charge of the receptacle and Hanuman 
led by Goputra entered the city of Lanka. 

What an unexpected golden opportunity it was that the receptacle 
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was left in charge of Angad. Hanuman could not help availing 
himself of this chance. So he took temporary leave of the rishi on the 
plea that Angad was left alone and so required necessary instructions 
io avoid being killed by demons who might mistook him for an enemy. 
Thus excusing himself he left the rishi and came to Angad. He then 
by dint of his miraculous power, created a replica of the receptacle 
and advised Angad to take the real receptacle to the sea-shore and 
bury it there. Then he would return to the gate and await the rishi's 
arrival to whom he would restore the replica. Afterwards he should 
take his steps to the seashore again and wait for Hanuman. And 
whenever he wonld find him yawning moons and stars in the heart of 
heaven, he would leap into the the sky with the receptacle and restore 
it to him. 

Having thus arranged everything to his satisfaction, he returned 
to the rishi and very soon found himself in the presence of the king 
of Lanka. 


Sometimes weeping in silence and sometimes choking with tears 
but always supported by Goputra, the monkey forged a sad tale of his 
ill-use by Rama and drew the royal sympathy. Was there anything 
sadder and more ridiculous than being rewarded with a bathing towel 
for the risk he embraced in burning Lanka ?—lied the monkey. Clap- 
ping his hands in derision the king of Lanka received the monkey as 
his foster-son and bestowed his sincere love and sympathy upon him 
{ho kad come only to betray him and enhance his death. 


Next day, Hanuman volunteered to fight alone, for, as he said, 
it was not a difficult task to catch hold of two negligible men. ‘The 
monkeys finding Hanuman on the other side of the line took to their 
heels, leaving Lakshana alone to brave their one time general. Lakshana, 


ac 9 ERN, AD E 
who was unaware of Hanuman 8 recent activities was much astonished 
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to find him as a foe. Nevertheless, he confronted the monkey who 
fought only a pretended fight until darkness announced the time to 
retire. 

Hanuman returned to Lanka where ihe demon king was waiting 
for him in great eagerness. The demons related to him how the monkeys 

had fled leaving Hanuman master of the field. Had not the darkness 
veiled the field, he would have brought Rama and Lakshana as captives. 

Dasakantha was much pleased and as 2 mark of recognition he 
presented him all the treasures of Indrajit as well as his fickle wife 
who in the embrace of the monkey, forgot everything, — her honour, 
her love of the former husband, her fidelity —but only remembered that 
at long last her love-orn heart had found one who was glad and 
willing to respond to her call of lust. 

At day-break the bugle sounded the beginning of another day's 
fighting. This time the king also accompanied Hanuman. It was 
settled that Hanuman would leap into the sky and obscure the sun and 
catch hold of the two men, while Dasakantha would charge the army 
and kill them to the last man. But in his true heart Hanuman was 
thinking of retributing the demon king that very day. 

No sooner had the son of Wind reached the heart of heaven 
than he began to yawn moons and stars. On the sea-shore the watch- 
ful Angad saw the miraculous display and at once he leapt into the sky 
and restored the receptacle to the great monkey. 

Hanuman took the receptacle and brought it to Ramae Hf 
joy and gratitude knew no bounds. The countless stars could be 
counted, the unfathomable deep could be fathomed, but nothing could 
limit the intelligence of Hanuman or fathom the depth of his wisdom. 
— thus admired Lakshana. A jewel among the jewels was Hanuman, 
said Rama, whose second could not be found in all the three worlds. 

E | 18 
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It was then agreed upon that Rama should now loose his 
Brahmastra while Hanuman would crush the receptacle of the soul to 
crumbles. Thereupon the monkey returned to the field where Dasa- 
kantha was sweeping the monkey host into his net of death. “Che 
sight of Hanuman brought him a shiver of joy and he clapped his hands 
in glee. But all on a sudden his gleeful eyes lost their transparence 
and wore the look of despair. He had heard the mocking voice of the 
monkey who was flourishing the receptacle of his soul with taunting 
remarks. His heart trembled in nameless fear and his spirit left him 
in utter despair. A sense of living death overwhelmed him leaving 
him speechless. At last some words stole out of his mouth. Was 
this his faithful Hanuman, his loving foster-son? He had bestowed 
upon him the love of a father, but only to be dragged to his gallows ! 
He had conferred upon him the confidence of a friend, but only to be 
betrayed to death! Was there no gratefulness in this world? Was 
confidence to be rewarded by betrayal, love bv hatred, and benevolence 
by ungratefuless? But nothing could move Hanuman to pity the 
poor king — no remonstration, no fear of sin. There was only one 
thing that would induce him to restore the receptacle, It was to yield 
Sita to her lord. But there the demon king remained firm. He 
would rather be crushed to death than give back Sita. 
had fought and for love he would die. 


For love he 


: He would embrace death 
rather than give up the honour of fighting for love. In this life his 


love-lorn heart had not been blessed with the love of Sita, but in the 
life VOIE Providence willing, he would find a place in her heart and 
the image he had so long carried in his heart would find a living form 
and bestow upon him the bliss that had been denied to him in his 
present existence of misery, 


So saying the unfortunate king over whom was hovering: the 
shadow of death left the field for Lanka promising to face his doom 


next day after he had bid his last farewell to his queen Mando. 
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CHAPTER XXXVI 


The day dawned, bright and golden as usual, bringing with it 
new hope, new life and new vigour. But in ihe palace of Lanka 
there was no stir of life, no glimmer of hope. Doom and death had 
overspread the land of victory, blighting hopes and blasting aspirations. 

It was the last day of Dasakantha’s life. . Hereafter, this beau- 
tiful world would vanish [rom his sight forever. Hereafter, no dawn 
would welcome him to life's activity, no evening breeze would lull him 
to. sweet repose. Before him was eternity of darkness where all 
reminiscence of the world loses itself in oblivion and no meeting of 
the old occurs in sweet recognition. ‘Today, he must take leave of 
of this world and its sweet memories. So he had come back on a day's 
iruce to bid adieu to Mando, the friend in his distress, and sharer of 
his sorrows. 

In the room where he had passed many a night of bliss with 
Mando the king was now taking leave of her. The unhappy queen 
was at his feet—a withering wight, thongh still in the flower of her 
age. Grief melted into continuous streams of tears and flowed down 
her faded cheeks. From this day her searching eye would meet only 
the vacant space of the palace, now devoid of its master. Lanka, the 
land of Victory, would live without her victor. The light that knew 
no fading was about to die out. Her heroic husband whom gods geared 
io cross was now to meet his death by the hands of man. Her loving 
husband who like a cooling parasol had so long shaded her from the 
scorch of the world was now going to be crashed down. From now on 
she would be left alone with no friend to complete her happiness or to 
share her sorrows. Nothing but her husband's life could fill the aching 
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It was then agreed upon that Rama should now loose his 
Brahmastra while Hanuman would crush the receptacle of the soul to 
crumbles. Thereupon the monkey returned to the field where Dasa- 
kantha was sweeping the monkey host into his net of death. ‘he 
sight of Hanuman brought him a shiver of joy and he clapped his hands 
in glee. But all on a sudden his gleeful eyes lost their transparence 
and wore ihe look of despair. He had heard the mocking voice of the 
monkey who was flourishing the receptacle of his soul with taunting 
remarks. His heart irembled in nameless fear and his spirit left him 
in utter despair. A sense of living death overwhelmed him leaving 
him speechless. At last some words stole out of his mouth. Was 
this his faithful Hanuman, his loving foster-son? He had bestowed 
upon him the love of a father, but only to be dragged to his gallows ! 
He had conferred upon him the confidence of a friend, but only to be 
betrayed to death! Was there no gratefulness in this world? Was 
confidence to be rewarded by betrayal, love by hatred, and benevolence 
by ungratefuless? But nothing could move Hanuman to pity the 
poor king — no remonstration, no fear of sin. ‘There was only one 
thing that would induce him to restore the receptacle. It was to yield 
Sita to her lord. But there the demon king remained firm. He 
would rather be crushed to death than tive back Sita. 
had fought and for love he would die. 


For love he 


He would embrace death 
rather than give up the honour of fighting for love. In this life his 


love-lorn heart had not been blessed with the love of Sita, but in the 
life to ceme, Providence willing, he would find a place in her heart and 
the image he had so long carried in his heart would find a living form 


and bestow upon him the bliss that had been denied to him in his 
present existence of misery, 


So saying the unfortunate king over whom was hovering: the 
shadow of death left the field for Lanka promising to face his doom 


next day after he had bid his last farewell to his queen Mando. 
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CHAPTER XXXVI 


Fall of Dasakantha 


The day dawned, bright and golden as usual, bringing with it 
new hope, new life and new vigour. But in the palace of Lanka 
there was no stir of life, no glimmer of hope. Doom and death had 
overspread the land of victory, blighting hopes and blasting aspirations. 

Tt was the last day of Dasakanthas life. Hereafter, this beau- 
tiful world would vanish from his sight for ever. Hereafter, no dawn 
would welcome him to life’s activity, no evening breeze would lull him 
to sweet repose. Before him was eternity of darkness where all 
reminiscence of the world loses itself in oblivion and no meeting of 
the old occurs in sweet recognition. ‘Today, he must take leave of 
of this world and its sweet memories. So he had come back on a day's 
truce to bid adieu to Mando, the friend in his distress, and sharer ot 
his sorrows. 

In the room where he had passed many a night of bliss with 
Mando the king was now taking leave of her. The unhappy queen 
was at his feet—a withering wight, though still im the flower of her 
age. Grief melted into continuous streams of tears and flowed down 
her faded cheeks. From this day her searching eye would meet only 
the vacant space of the palace, now devoid of its master. Lanka, the 
land of Victory, would live without her victor. The light that knew 
no fading was about to die out. Her heroic husband whom gods geared 
to eross was now to meet his death by ‘the hands of man. Her loving 
husband who like a cooling parasol had so long shaded her from the 
scorch of the world was now going to be crashed down. From now on 
she would be left alone with no friend to complete her happiness or to 
share her sorrows. Nothing but her husband's life could fill the aching 
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void of her heart. So with folded hands she entreated him to return 
Sita and avoid the disaster that was about to engulf Lanka and her 
lord. But there the demon king remained firm. Nothing would induce 
him to give back Sita for whom his valiant sons and devoted soldiers 
had embraced death. He would be haunted by the furies of their 
blood and made a laughing-stock of gods. To return Sita was out of 
the question. Come what might, he must brave the enemy and 
honourably sacrifice his life at the altar of love. With his heart 
stricken with grief but strong in resolution he at last tore himself 
away from Mando as if the sun had denuded itself of its brilliance and 
started for the field whence he would return no more. 


But part as he must from this beautiful world, why should he 
not then part nobly and beautifully? So he assumed the form of Indra, 


the beautiful lord of the beautiful gods, and seated himself on his lion- 


drawn chariot. Once out of the palace gate, the old reminiscence 
called him back. He turned his sad eyes: 


5; there stood the palace and 
within its strong boundaries was left what he loved most, valued most. 


Within its lifeless walls he had known life and tasted love, but out of it 


he would now know death and taste hatred. The palace —his one time 


haven of peace, his home of repose—would no long 


er welcome him 
home. 


There lay the garden—his pleasure garden full of sweet memo- 


ries. ‘he garden was still there, bedecked with flowers and laden with 
fruita Within its compound was Sita for whom he had staked all 


but lost every thing. Undoubtedly he loved her, otherwise why could 


he not be angry with her who had returned his love with hatred ? 


Would he go and take a last look of Her ? No, that could not be! Sita 


had robbed him of his happiness, of his life, of his race, of his country- 


But what she eme not rob was his honour, which he held over every- 
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thing. At this gate of inevitable death he would not allow her to rob 
him of his last treasure. He would not allow any body to taunt him 
that he shrank from facing death. An illusionary image of Sita had 
he so long carried in his heart and with it he would walk to the altar 
of love and sacrifice his life without faltering, without looking behind. 

Sotheunhappy king drove on. An unspeakable loneliness pressed 
his heart and he felt the chill of living death. Was the last moment 
so lonely ? Was it that death wore the mask of voidness? lf not, why 
in the midst of his vast army did he feel himself alone and desolate ? 
But there, the army also had lost its spirit. There was no zeal in its 
march and its drums stirred no soul to valour. Even his banner which 
used to flutter proudly in the wind, was now drooping wearily as if 
it could no more precede a victorious army. Screeching owls were 
swooping upon his war chariot while the singing birds had lost their 
welcome tones. The soldiers whose cheers used to chill the bravest 
heart of the enemy were new filling the atmosphere with ghostly cries. 
Even his chariot which used to inspire awe by its dreadful creaking 
noise, Was now proceeding in mournful silence. Pitch-dark clouds had 
put out the brilliance of the day and thunder was rolling on to 
announce his doom. Verily, it was his own dead march that he was 
jeading on his chariot, now drawn by spiritless lions. 

Dasakantha could no longer bear the glare of those evil omens 
that foreshadowed his fall. He hurried his army. If doom was his 
destination then let it come as soon as possible. Better die instanfanteousN 


than be burnt atom by atom by the slow fire of living death. 


At the field Rama met him. Dasakantha loosed a deadly missile. 


But to-day he was not fighting a foe but worshipping his redeemer 
who would relieve him of his earthly life and demonic soul. So no 
sooner had the shaft left the string of his bow than it changed itself 
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into fried grains and blooming flowers and fell down scattering all 
over in front of Rama's chariot. The astonished prince of Ayudhya 
looked up and found himself facing Indra instead of Dasakantha. 
He was dazed to see the demon's form shining in exquisite beauty and 
he did not find it in his heart to lay low such a beauteous form. But 
the son of Wind whom no beauty but woman's could enchant, advised 
him not to be led by seeming form, taste, speech or music. 

Rama at once came to his senses. He took up his Brahmastra 


and with an unfailing aim at the king of demons loosed it from his 


bow. Like the deadly lightning the shaft fell on Dasakantha's breast. 


The demon fell in his own uncouth form. He who had let loose a havoc 


of death all over the creation, now fell a vietim himself. 

At long last the arch-enemy had fallen — 4 brave opponent 
vanquished but not defeated. The collapsing king slowly 
eyes. His vision fell on Bibhek who, he thought, had fed his 
by his own brother's life. 


opened his 
vengeance 
A variety Of sentiments rose before his dying 
heart, and passion, sorrow, remorse and ang 


; wish burned into his eyes 
now dim with the shadow of death. 


Some feeble words came out.of 
one of his mouths. How could Bibhek kill his own brother? Did not 


the same blood flow in their veins ?—remonstrated tho second mouth. ` 


In killing his own brother he had only shed his own blood. He would 
now ascend the throne of Lanka, red with the blood 


of his own brother 
Nevertheless, 


it Was joyous to think that the independence of the coun- 
try would not be endangered. 

Then the thought of Mando came to his mind, and words, full of 
anxiety, stumbled out of his third mouth requesting Bibhek al 
of his bereaved queen as he would take care of the king 
the dying king thought of his dynasty that had 


to take care 
dom. Then 


: descended from the 
bord re ana fourth mouth conjured Bibhek to bestow upon 
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the dynasty his loving protection. 


Then he thought of how he had deviated from the path of D 
righteousness and thus invited upon himself the bloody hand of death, | 
Anguish burned into his eyes and his fifth mouth faltered out words A 


of eaution to his brother. 

Standing at the gate of eternity the king saw his sun was about 
to set. Why should he let it go down upon Bibhek's wrath engendered 
by his illuse ? Why should he not close his eyes before the brother who 
loved, not the brother who hated? So in words of remorse the sixth 
mouth asked Bibhek’s forgiveness 


Sele. ee 


a | 


Then flashed again in the mind of the departing monarch the 
thought of his throne, of his people who in the absence of a king might 


ee ad 


bring insurrection and usurp the throne of his forefathers. So the 


o6 


n 


in ALL 


seventh mouth cautioned the future king to rule the couniry with 


x 
bd ee 


firmness tempered with love. 


là 


Now, the mighty monarch was about to quit the scene and before 
its falling curtain he forgot everything. He forgot that he was a king 
who had once wielded power beyond measure. He forgot that beside 
him was his brother Bibhek who had betrayed hisown king and country 
and served his ruin. He only remembered that he was the elder | 
broiher of Bibhek whom he had fondled in his own arms, upon whom 
he should have bestowed love and protection, not wrath and vengeance. 
Again words of remorse faltered out of his eighth mouth and the 

demon repented that it was his own evil that had turned his Brother" 


^ M MET 


against him. 

At this very moment flikcered the last flame of his life and in 
its atin glimmer the king realised that the time had come when he | 
should leave his earthly body. He bequeathed it to the brotherly care 
of Bibhek that he should offer it to the flames before the dawn would 
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harbinger the sun, so that the world would have no time to cast the 
shadow of blame over his last remains. 

Then suddenly strength left his body, and thought died out of 
his mind. And out of his tenth mouth not a whisper stumbled. The 
mighty king of Lanka fell into his last repose. 

At the same time Hanuman crushed the receptacle of his soul, 
and brought to an end the demonic life of Dasakantha, terror of gods 
and men. And from heaven rained shox ers of flowers, divine music 


filled the sky. and the gentle breeze blew all over the creation carrying 
message of eternal peace and happine 


ss. The stormy night had passed 
away and the new day 


smiled upon the world, bright and clear. 
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CHAPTER XXXVII 
Sita's Ordeal by Fire 


At the fall of her lord, Lanka wore a mournful appearance. No 
merry laughter resounded her calm atmosphere which was now being 
rent by lamentations. Bibhek lamented his brother; and Mando, her 
husband. But tears cannot bring him back, whom the breath of death 
has swept away into its murky bosom. So they suppressed their sorrow 
and gave a heroic cremation to the last remains of their king. 

Then the mournful appearance of Lanka was replaced by jubi- 
lance. Grief passed away into oblivion and all the city shone in happy 
splendour to welcome the new king Bibhek on the vacant throne of 
Lanka, with Queen Trijata on his right and Queen Mando on his left. 

Now, after Dasakantha had been vanquished and the cremation 
ceremony over, Rama’s heart naturally ached for Sita whom he had 
not seen for these long years. So Bibhek at once hastened to Sita 
. and brought her before her lord. But love her as he did most, yet he 
trembled to brave the odium society might ex pose him to, if he accepted 
the long-lost Sita as his wife. He saw Sita approaching silently—her 
cheeks mantled with a bashful glow and her eyes casting stealthy looks 
that spoke the dawn of happiness. At long last she was now going 
to be reunited with the lord of her heart. Joy gushed out of her 
trembling heart adding 2 deeper shade to her already glowing cheeks. 
But would he accept her and not throw her away as an infidel wifg 
who had passed the prime of her life in the house of a third person? 
An unknown fear now mingled with joy, and a sudden paleness spread 

over the crimson of her countenance. With hesitating steps she 


approached her lord and remained sitting at some distance. Fear of | 


being rejected, doubt of her husband's love, impeded her advance and | i 
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she could proceed no further. 


Nevertheless, Rama was dying to receive her love with open — 


arms and kiss away her fears and anxieties. But his love of Sita was 


not strong enough to bear social reprobation. Before he could accept 


Sita, he must ascertain approbation of society. How could he convince 
society of Sita's chastity in which he had a nwavering faith ? Suddenly 
a good idea struck his mind. He might inquire Sita of the presents 
that Dasakantha might have given her so ihat Sita, taking ihe hint, 
might give some proof of her unviolated chastity. 

With a welcome smile Rama asked Sita of the valuable presents 
she might have received from Dasakantha. Would she exhibit those 
presents to satisfy his curiosiby and draw his admiration ? 
A bolt from the blue! 


An unkind guestion from her kind 
husban 


d! It fell on her as a thunder falls on a delicate plant. A shaft 
from the enemy's bow was not 80 shar 


the lord of her heart. An unk 
pain than the blade of a sword. 


p as the poignant remarks of 
ind look of her beloved carried more 

Dasakantha could not torture her 
pate AL RE Vicious Woongs as did Rama with his unkind guestion. 
How can love produce happiness if it is coated with doubt? But, she 
would give such a proof of her chastity that it would glare angrily at 


fire and prove that the brilliance of 


| 88 the angry flames of fire. 
. 50 to Heaven flew ihe ar 


witness the power of chastity. 
' became the city of gods, 


tow of Rama and invited all gods to 


In an instant the city of demons 
Ee e s d Rama’s arrow set it ablaze. Then 
began the performance that astonished even the eyes of gods. Slowly 


but firmly, with her eyes lit with love and her heart filled with chastity 
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Sita stepped along and entered the licking flames. Then there occured 
the wonder of all wonders. Before Sita the chaste, nature forgot to 
follow her own course. From around the golden flames of fire embrac- 
ed the unhappy bride of Narayana and bestowed upon her the coolness 
of refreshing water. The roughness of burning faggots gave place to 
the softness of smiling lotuses that bloomed up to receive her delicate 
steps, and diffused the whole atmosphere with a mild fragrance. A 
living idol of gold, stood Sita in the midst of Hames, and showed before 
the dubitative world that beside the chastity of woman flame loses 


brilliance and fire confers coolness. 
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CHAPTER XXXVIII 


Rama's return to Ayudhya 


After Sita’s ordeal by fire Rama prepared to start for Ayudhya, 
since the period of his exile had come to a close and Satrud would 
give up his life on a burning pyre if he failed to return in time. ‘The 
devoted Bibhek entreated him to ascend the throne of Lanka. But 
Rama declined his offer. He had fought only to restore his right, not 
to usurp a throne from its lawful owner. 

But before he could start for his capital, he had to encounter 
another fight. Ashakarna, foster-father of Dasagirivan and Dasagiri- 
dhara had come to know that his two foster sons together with 


Dasakantha had fallen victims to Rama's arrows. So he hastened to 


avenge his foster sons before the culprit would leave the island. 
A fearful fight they fought, and 


à marvellous one. Rama cut off 
the demon into two, 


A ; , 
and at once.the two portions came to life and 
Rama had to face two demons instead of one 


RD However his sharp 
missile severed both the demons, but 


to his utter astominshment the 
two demons now became four. What was he to do now with such 
an enemy whose severed body could, by the grace of Isvara double 
the number? But there was Dibhek to advise him. Finlightened, 
Rama loosed an arrow. It severed tho bodies into hal 
soon as the bodies were severed, he released | 
them away into the river and g 
the demon rose no more, 


ves. And as 
another shaft that swept 
ave them a watery grave from which 


Rid of his enemy; 
for Ayudhya, followed by 
the sea, Bibhek reguested 
the flow of water. 


Rama with his brother and wife now started 
his faithful retinue. After they had crossed 
Rama to demolish the bridge and release 
Rama complied with his request and once again 
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| the limitless blue began to dance in unbounded billows. 

They had not proceeded further when a thunderous roar rent 
the sky from end to end. Tt was Pralayakalpa, son of Dasakantha by 
Kala-aggi. Brought up in Patal, he did not know the disaster that 
had befallen his father. But now he had known the sorry fate of his 


mighty parent and so had come to avenge his defeat and death. 


Hanuman confronted Pralayakalpa. A demon of prodigious 
strength was this son of Dasakantha. So the tactful monkey endea- 
st so that he could vanquish him with ease. 
rape of a buffalo and pretended to sink into 
g by that way. He asked the buffalo "T 


voured to tire him out fir 
The monkey assumed the s! 


the mire. Pralayakalpa was passin 
But the struggling beast sought his help to 


and save bis life. After a fierce struggle 
last succeeded to drag the buffalo out. 


of Rama and Lakshana. 
get him out of the mire first 
that cost all his strength, he at 


Hanuman then tried to dissuade him from following Rama and 


Takshana. But the demon woul 


way but to return to his own simia 
A dreadful duel they fought. Still the demon remained unconquered, 
& was because his miraculous power had made his 


get hold of it. But the son of Wind 


d not hear of it. So he had no other : 


n form and give battle to the demon. 


weary as he Was. I 
body too slippery to let anyone 
had not yet learnt to admit defeat. 
k his place; and he himself flew to 
But to instruct one of how to appro- | 
the rule of an ascetic. So instead of 


He created a replica of his own, 


that too a certain rishi named 


Dishpai and sought his advice. 


priate another's life was against 
verbal instructions the belptul rishi gave him à hint by scattering sand 


on the ground. The intelligent monkey took the hint. He returned 
at once and began to shower sand all over ihe demon's body, which, x 
thereby, lost its slip periness. With a firm grip Hanuman caught hold. 


| Pralayakalpa and sent him to share = 


the fate of his father. E 


T 


* 
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Diseneumbered of their only hindrance, they then proceeded 
through forests—the scenes of their tears and smiles, that recalled to 
them the sorrows they had suffered and the ha ppiness they had enjoyed. 
At last they came to Khidkhin where they received a hearty welcome 
from Nilabad, From there they started directly for Ayudhya, meeting 
on their way Khukan, faithtul friend of Rama, and reached the city 
just in time to save Barat and Satrud who, hopeless of Rama's return, 
were preparing to give up their lives upon a burning pyre. 

Joy thrilled the whole City and h 
every face. Ram 
the night. Now, 
prosperity. 


appiness stamped its glow on 
à had come back even as the sun comes back after 


he would ascend the throne and lead his people to 


It was a vasi kingdora that his victory 


brought under his rule: 
So the gr 


atefnl Rama divided it among his friends who staked t 
lives on restoring his honour, 1 


Romagal formerly ruled by Khara 


heir 
1 r ] TY 
LO Lakshana he gave the country 


- Barat and Satrud he made his 
heirs-apparent. Sugrib was made King 


Phrya Vaiyavangsa Mahasuratej Ru 
Lanka under the name of King D 
Rangsarg. 


of Khidkin under the name of 
angsri. Bibhek was made King of 
ashagitivangs Bangsbrahmadhiraj 
Angad under the name of Phrya Indranubhab was made 
Crown Prince of Khidkhin, 


Jambuban was made King of Pangtal 
with Jambhuvaraj as his heir-apparent. Khukhan was g 
of Phrya Khukhandhipati and the country 
was made ruler of Ayudhya under the n 
krakrishna Bibadabangsa, 3 


iven the title 
of Puriram. And Hanuman 
ame of Phrya Anujit Cha- 


than an unbearable burning sensation 


spread all over his body and the Enards of honour appeared to him as 
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go many javelins ready to pierce his eyes. He got down from his 
throne and offered it back to its lawful king. 

Thereupon the grateful Rama shot an arrow and told Phrya 
Anujit to follow its course. He would create a city for him on the 
place where the arrow would fall. The arrow fell on a nine-peaked 
mountain erushing it to dust. By the sweep of his tail Phrya Anujit 
cleared the spot, made a city wall, and returned to Rama, who ordered 
Vishnukarma to make a city for Phrya Anujit. The city was built and 
given the name of Nabapuri and Phrya Anujit was made its ruler. 

Rama now became monarch of all monarchs and under his 


benign rule and guidance peace reigned all over his vast empire. 


Digitized By Siddhanta eGangotri Gyaan Kosha 


CHAPTER XXXIX 


Insurrection in Lanka 


Now, Mahapal Debasura, King of Chakravala and a friend of 
Dasakantha came to visit his friend, but to his utter grief found him 
slain, So he sent for Bibhek, now King Dasagirivangsh. But he 
refused to accede to his request. At this, the King of Chakravala 
besieged the city of Lanka. | 

Now King Dasagirivangsh lacked miraculous power except his 
power of penetrating the murky bosom of the future. So it was decided 
that every week Rama would send an arrow, and if anything went 
wrong King Dasagirivangsh would attach a note with it and send it 
back. At the time when Debasura besieged the city, he was expecting 
Rama's arrow. The arrow arrived and returned with the note. Rama 
sent Phrya Anujit to his help. 

The great monkey faced the enemy. He got hold of the two 
legs of the demon and tore him into two. But to h 
the two portions united and the demon stood up alive. — At last, 


insirocued by Bibhek he forciby opened the demon’s breast and tore 
his heart out. The demon fell down dead 


is utter amazement 


(xin AR Nara Hanuman returned to his 
insta : a 
Y; ing Paovanasurg on the vacant throne of Chakravala. 


A stretch of happy time follo is di 
; wed this disaster, "he pher 
calamity befell King Dasagirivang ee 
: ae oe He Mando became one of Bibhek's queens she was already 
in conception. In due time, a son was b | 
vangsh. The child grew up without the k 
he came of age, his governor, 


sh—an insurrection that put him into 


orn to her, named Bainasuri- 
nowledge of his father. When 


Varanisura, acqua; ; : 
LE NEM Paaa, acquainted him with the 
sad story of his father. Tt kindlea in him a burning desire to avenge 


his parent and annihilate the author of his shame In vain did 
eph » Valli 
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Mando try to dissuade her son from the course that would end only 


] ^ in his doom. 
| ; The two demons, Bainasurivangsh and Varanisura, then started 
" for the country of Malivan, ruled by King Chakravarti, Dasakantha’s 
friend. Buta wall of death fire and a ditch of death water surround- 
ed the country so well that all ingresses were cut off from the city. 
j But 2 Vedic incantation which they had learnt from a rishi put out 
the fire, and the sand they spread all over ihe water helped them to 
cross the ditch. 

The king of Malivan received the orphan son of his friend as 
a short time he, at the head of an army, marched 
and put him into fetters, installing 


his own child. In 
against Lanka, defeated Bibhek 
Bainasurivangsh as king of Lanka. 


Now, Asuraphad, son of Hanuman by 
anka and sought his father's help. He knew 


ng the ascetic life on a mountain. us 
ya Anujit had embraced 
est he was attracted 


Benyakaya, anyhow 


managed to fly from I 
that his father was then leadii 

It was to wash his foolishness that Phr 
Once, while roaming in the for 


by ripe mangoes invitingly peering at him through the green leaves. 
aped on to the tree and began to pluck the 


ad was covered with its sticky milk. 
but could not. Then he used both 
ashe was. ‘Chis simian feat gave 
felt his honour hutte Sos 


the ascetic life. 


At once the monkey le 


mangoes. But in doing so his he 


5 He tried to wipe it with his hands, 


his hands and feet, & monkey by birth 
s wives. The monkey 
ermit life and wash away his dishonour. as ages 


Dishphai. Bui how could a monkey. Em 
sti the monkey took the dus 
dV mountai 


a hearty laugh to hi 
he resolved to lead the h 
He approached rishi 


become an ascetic? So at his reque 
ve the ascetic I life on 


d Do there. But inste 


| began to li 
_ Asuraphad Dd 
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as he had been expecting, a human being met his eye. Asuraphad 
asked him of Hanuman. When he was told that the human being 
himself was Hanuman he was much enraged. How could a weakling 
as man be his father who yawned moons and stars? But Hanuman, 
who was much pleased to see the sense of self-respect in his son, 
dispelled all his doubts by returning to his own form and yawning 
moons and stars. Asuraphad then related to him the cruel fate King 
Dasagirivan had come to. 

They then hastened to Khidkhin, made all arrangements of 
the army and hurried to Ayudhya. There Barat and Satrud joined 
them. The army then marched against Lanka. This time there was 
no need to bind the sea, since Nilabad enlarged his body and lay a living 
bridge connecting the two shores. 
encamped itself on Mount Marakat. A 
took to arms; and the field that had beg 
Breen, was again bathed in blood. Bainasurivangsh was killed and 
Bibhek set free. Then the victorious arn 
and besieged the country, 


The army crossed the sea and 
un to be covered with a velvety 


iy marched against Malivan 


The king gave battle, but fared no better th 


an his friend, Dasa- 
kantha. One by one, his three sons fell, S 


slain by Barat, and Nanyubaktra, by 
ruler of Kururashtra, 


uriyabhab and Pralayachakra 


: Satrud. Then fell his ally, Vaital, 
slain by Nilabad. And 


i rats ; at last fell King Chakra- 
varti, a victim to Barat's impreg t fell King C 


: nable missile, Brahmastra, 

^ On the vacant throne of Malivan Macchann whose fish tail had 
now been cut off by Rama, was installed under 41 | 
Hanuraj, with Ratnamali, daughter of C], i 
also was awarded to his heart’s content, 
of Jambu, under the name of Phry 


other generals, to name, Asuraphad, « 
’ , 


ie name of Phrys& 
akravarti as his queen. Nilabad 
being installed as Crown prince 
a ADhayabadavangsha, and all 
on of Hanuman, and Kanyuvek 
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and Jamalivan, sons of Indrajit who helped to win the war; were also 
rewarded for the risk they took. Thus the era of bloodshed came to an 
end and peace began to reign all over the kingdoms that came under 


the fluttering flag of Rama's benign sovereignty.# 


3€ The plot develops on the same lines as in Ha enka ear à Na 
tactics are followed. The only change we observe, 18 17 na ee Mu mp 
For example, instead of Kap Nue n. oduuces serpents we 
“awe find Satrud as its victim. Instead of DER D the same sacrifices 
find Hera, a sea-dragon of one thousand heads. 1i ps the same remorseful 

mouths 0. j Foy RTA Tn ATT, 
Rab Lo ART and nothing else, so we have conji on OE 


to relating only the wpshot of the war. 
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CHAPTER XL 


` Banishment of Sita 


The days of terror had passed away, and the days of undisturbed 
happiness had set in. But Fortune is as fickle as she is partial. Now 
she smiles with all her brilliance, and now she shoots angry looks. For 
somebody she spreads a bed of flower and for somebody she reserves 
buta bed of thorns. Thus the fickle and partial Fortune plays whim- 
sically with the life of man as she did with the life of Sita. 

Ayudhya was then a favoured child of Fortune, and so was also 
Sita. Indeed, her happiness knew no bounds. She had been released 


from the den of demons and was now in the loving arms of her heroic 


husband. Moreover, she was expecting a child that would, one day, 


adorn the throne of Ayudhya. Ti brought her an exhaustible source of 


happiness and she thought herself favoured with t] 

But alas, it was a flickering smile of the fickle Fortune. Very 
soon, it faded away yielding place to a grim 
again fell into the sea of sorrow. 


It so happened that thedaughter of Sammanakkha, named Adul, 
was planning how to avenge her kith and kin 
permitting her to challenge the enemy w : 
feeding her vengeance by bring 
and Sita. 

* Rama had made 3 sojourn in a forest and Sit, 
the palace. T | 


le smile of fortune. 


and angry look. Sita 


Her position, not 
ith arms, she thought of 


: Ing about disruption between Rama 
t last, a happy chance presented itself. 


^ 


h a was left alone in 
le absence of her husband killed 


palace and she sought temporary relief in the ¢ 

The she-demon availed herself of this opp 
the form of one of the palace women and pres 
Sita’s maids. The unsuspieious queen of Ram 


all her pleasure in the 
ool water of the river. 
ortunity. She assumed 
ented herself as one of 
à did not hesitate to let 
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herself be served by this false maid. 
Now, one day, the disguised Adul with feigned curiosity to know 
how Dasakanth: A. ad Gu : 
Dasakantha was like, urged Sita to draw his figure on & slate. 


As she nursed no suspicion, she readilv compiled with the request of 


her curious maid. 

No sooner had she finished the drawing &han the revengelul 
she-demon disappeared from her sight and entered into the figure 
on the slate. At that very moment Rama returned from his sojourn. 
In consternation, Sita tried to wipe the figure out. But to her utter 
dismay the more she wiped, the more vivid did the figure appear- 
Puzzled, she hid the slate under the bed. 
ame to take his usual repose. 


It was because t 


As soon as he lay 


Now, Rama c 
he she-demon 


down, he began to feel extremely hot. 
from inside the slate. 
He felt as it licking flames were burning 

> his brother's com- 


Tn vain did 


was emitting unbearable heat 


> " ` a 
Rama try to cool himself. 
ikshana who hurried t 


him. At last he sent for [i 
ause of this sudden heat. His 


partment and began to search for the ¢ 


er the tale-tell slate. 
Who dared to draw the p! 
assed all limitations when 


search led him to discov 
cture of the late 


Rama was amazed. 
vil? His amazement surp 
who had drawn the figure 
Gita's confession struc Did she love Dasa- 
‘kantha ? Was it fora faithless wife ihat he staked his life and his 
friends’? Was li that a treacherous heart shared his bed? His grief gave 
dered Lakshana to 
how it to him. 


to esplain her 
& to be led to receive her in 


personification of e 


Sita confessed that she it was 
k Rama half-dead. 


take Sita away and kill her, 
ln vain did the unfortunate 
action. The obstinate 


way to anger, and he or 
and tear her hearb out to $ 
mother of his future heir try 
Rama was not to be convinced, he was no 
his favour and withdraw his eruel order. 
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So, with a strieken heart, Lakshana, who fostered no suspicion, 
had to lead her to the forest. Sita followed him, her cheeks wet with 
ihe tears of deep misery. 

After traversing some distance they came toan enormous tree. 


Under its cool shade Sita.sat down to fulfil the order of her husband. 


` The blow would fall from the hand of one who was as dear to her as 


her own brother. Yet, she could not leave the world without taking 
farewell of her dear brother Lakshana. Sweet Lakshana! She had 
adways bestowed upon him the affection of a sister and in return she 
had received the devotion of a brother. Hand in hand, side by side, 
had they suffered misery together! But now on, 
longer meet with the look of love. For what had she been being sent 
to death? Only for a trifling—the draw 
to die, pure and innocent; and her de 
Who could care for death if it helped to establish one’s Innocence ? 
Better die to prove innocence than live in suspicion. ‘So strike hard, 
Lakshana, that the bond of life may 


their eyes would no 


ing of a figure! She was going 


ath would one day show the truth. 


be severed with the bond of love.’ 
Lakshana's heart split with sorrow. 


How could he raise his 
sword against one whom he reyered 


as his own sister ? How could he 
take the life of one who held in her womb the fnture heir to the throne 


of Ayudhya? And moreover, how could he shed the innocent blood ? 


ation and she felt sor 
understood that Lakshana’s heart failed him and h 


Sita perceived his hesit ry for him. She 
^ ; : € could not induce 

himsel? tò execute the unjust command. 

3 But Sita, to whorn life had lost its rosy Tuture, Was determined 

akshana's mind to his crnel task she began 

with false allegat 

inflamed to annihilating her 


to die. So in order to set T 


sharge him deliberately R n 
0 CSS, dn. tons, so that he might bo 
life without hesitation. 


; Had he not come 
as her executioner by the command of his brother ? 


Then why was he 
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flagging now ? Was it to fulfil some ulterior motive when opportunity 
had brought them to a lonely forest? Were his sweet words a mere 
snare to dupe her, now that she was his prisoner ? 

A shudder passed through his heart when Lakshana heard these 
unjustallegations. Y et, tliere was theappearanceol truth inher charges, 
since no one would believe him innocent, when once he had allowed 
himself to accompany a lonely woman into a lonely forest, One judges 
another according to one's own mind. Naturally, the suspicious world 
which possessed a black heart wo uld undoubtedly accuse him of adultery. 
So it was better that he should kill her as he had been commanded than 
suffer the darts of social odium. 

He raised his sword. But compassion overwhelmed his heart 
and it gave way. ‘The sword fell down from his 

^— "Firm with resolution he raised the sword for the second time. 


There sat his victim, grand in ihe grandeur à: 
pout to be ugly with the stam 


powerless hand. 


of her innocence, and 


beside her was he, her executioner, & 
of a black murder. Pity and remorse paralyse 
wn on the ground. 

yes which had twice given 
m as firmly 85 he 
all on the 


d him and he lost hold 


of his sword. “Again it dropped do 

Now, Lakshana was afraid of his e 
So he closed ihe 
n he let his sword Í 
f ihe sword he also fell 
ad never drunk ihe 


him away to pity and remorse- 
could, and then with a sweeping motio 
delicate neck of Sita. And with the fall o 
senseless beside his victim. But Lakshana's sword h 


ti it di ell ou her neck 
blood of the innocent and this time also it did not. Tt fellou he : 
vers but as & garland of fragrant flowers. 


not as a sharp blow that se 
ae had deprived the sword ol its fatal 


Indeed, the touch of her chastity 
Sharpness. 

5 Sita saw the prostrate lo 
heart and she also fell down bereft ? 


Grief struck her 


rm of Lakshana. 
Alter some time. 


f consciousness. 


, 


t 
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she opened her eyes. There lay Lakshana still in unconsciousness, 
without any stir of life. Unconsoled, she invoked the gods to pity her 
and restore life to Lakshana. Her invocation bore fruitage. Glimmer 
of life appeared on his ashen countenance and he opened his eyes. 

What was it that met his eye? Sita still alive? What a joy it 
was to findthat innocence had conquered crime, truth had over powered 
falsehood! He got up; and invoking the gods to take Sita in their 
divine care, he took leave of her with.» heavy heart and dragged his 
steps towards the city of Ayudhya. 

But it was only his body that left Sita, his mind was still 
wandering round his sister. She had to live alone in the forest 
abounded with wild beasts and there would be no Lakshana to keep a 
vigilant eye on her. Torrents of rain would soak her to the bone and 
the smiting sun would scorch her fair complexion. Face to face with 
peril, when she would Jook round for a helping hand, only the empty 
atmosphere of the lifeless forest would meet her scared eve. "l'ired of 
walking, when her weary limbs would deny to advance Gito resi 
or repose, it would be the hard ground that would receive her forlorn 
form. Then, in her womb was the descendant of Narayana, who would 
see the first light not in the majestic splendour of a palace but in the 
cruel Bur coun Ene of the forest. What a pity it was! ‘The «ad thoughts 
almost deprived hun of his power to walk. He could only drag himself 
to the miserable city of Ayudhya. 

But there perhaps a cruel fate was also waiting for him if he 
failed Tara Sita’s heart. So Indra, moved by compassion, created 
a dE lying dead on the sand. While passing by that way, Lakshana’s 
d ue e a E ran He at once took out its heart to 
pass it as Dita s ai ent heavily on his wav ots wee e 
De indt his cruel command. ; cue Ms E 
comment that came out of his S : $ jaart and the only 

| : Y Jealous lips w 
heart was as ugly as a beast's, 


1 


as that her 
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CHAPTER XLI 
Birth of Mankut and Laba 


Left alone in the woods, Sita now freely gave vent to her 
unspeakable sorrow melted into tears—tears that had pleaded in vain 
for her husband's compassion, but now drew the sympathy of the Lord 
of Heaven. The kind god took the form of a buffalo and appeared 
before her, his dumb eyes sympathetically inviting her to follow his 
track. She readily followed the kind beast and very soon found herself 
in the hermitage of Rishi Vajmriga./ 

The kind-hearted hermit gave her a father’s home under whose 
thatched but safe roof she gave birth to the heir of Ayudhya's Bing. 
Yet, it was the divine queens of Indra, who came 
and performed the duties of a midwife to the deserted 
future king of Ayudhya. 

The rishi named him Mankut.* 


Sita's life he was the only sunshine. 


down from Heaven 
queen and the 


In the gloomy atmosphere of 
In the countenance of the baby 
and and it only aggravated the 


she saw the reflection of her own husb A 
e saw the r The beir to a 


and incessantly. 
4 li T Jn A 
der the shade of a Jonely tree!! No father 


«e to feed or lull the 
to welcome the child into this world! No nurse 


in the destitution of 
i PEU r i : an emperor born 18 
infant to sleep! The child of 4 gu s kumi ondes 


the only posession she 
new-born baby. Then 
Rishi. 

the rishi who was 


pain that oppressed her heart cruelly 


mighty throne now born un 


the poor lap of an unhappy mothe | 
ook off her own ring; 


ate finger of the 


of a stricken heart she t 
had, and put it on the delic 
she slowly moved to the father 


She afterwards left the bab) 


1. V. .. Valmiki. | 
9. V. -- Kusha. : 16 
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then immersed in meditation and went to take her bath in ihe river. 
There she saw a number of monkeys leaping from tree to tree with 
their young ones firmly clasped on their breasts. She felt a shudder 
of fear that any moment a young one might lose its hold and fall down. 
So in order to bring the monkeys to their senses she took them to 
task for not taking sufficient care of their young ones. But her rebuke 
produced retort. Was she not more neglectful than the monkeys ?— 
The monkeys retorted. Was she not a fool to leave her child in a 
lonely cottage under the care of a rishi who, absorbed in deep medita- 
tion, had lost all consciousness of his surroundings? Who was to-protect 
the child, now out of his mother's sight? The monkeys were not so 
foolish as to lose sight of their young ones. 

The retort alarmed Sita so much so that she lost no time to 
return to the cottage and bring the child with her. 

Meanwhile, the rishi rose from his meditation. He looked 
round for the baby. What? the baby vanished! What had become of 
the baby? Surely, some misfortune had befallen the baby! Poor Sita! 
How would she bear the blow, bereft ot husband, now bereft of son? 
But the rishi was the very embodiment of kindness. 
Sita of this cruel misfortune. 
to replace her own. 


He must spare 
So he thought of creating a new baby 
Accordingly, as a preliminary to the necessary 
rites that would endow a form with life, he drew the figure of a baby 
on a slate. Then he was about to begin the rites, when Sita entered 
the cottage, with Mankut in her arms. The rishi was relieved to sce 
the baby, and he would leave the ceremony unfinished but for Sita 
who requested him to £o on with the rites, so that Mankut would get 
a playmate. So by dint of the supernatural power of the rishi another 
baby came to share the maternal care and love of Sita and helped to 
relieve her of her distress. The new baby was named Tiaba.l 'Phe two 
babies now began to grow up hale and hearty, and their happy giggles 
that fregueutly broke the solemn silence of the hermitage brought 
soothing balm to the wounded heart of their mother, ge, 
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CHAPTER XLI 


Rama's horse sacrifice: Fight between father and sons 


In due course of time the two boys reached the age of ten. 
But in valour and strength they surpassed even the most valiant. One 
day, the two boys took leave of their mother and went ont roaming 
aboutin the heart of the forest. There they saw a gigantic rang tree 
whose leafy top towered high above the green roof of the forest. 
Mankut took his arrow and shot at the tree to test the power of his 
missile. With a lightning speed the arrow flew from his bow and 
broke the tree into two. With a thundering crash it fell down on the 
ground. The fall shook and reverberated the whole creation, far and 
wide. 

The commotion that rose, reached the ears of Rama in his palace 
at Ayudhya. Who dared to create such an unconceivable commotion 


while Narayana was still in his human form ? Had somebody taken 


birth to usurp his power? If so, he must be sought after and 

vanquished. 
With this idea in view, he decided to 

hito horse with jetblack 


iting ita i Jz that whoever 
mouth and legs. The writing Was attached on its neck th F 
wi 


would dare to ride it, would be co 
with Barat and Satr 
and land the horse w 
the part of ihe for 
ying with his brother. 

od at once by whom and 
on of a brave father, 
o brothers then lay 


perform the Horse Sacri- 
fice, setting free a snow-w face and rose-red 
nsidered 2 rebel, and dealt 
ud, followed she horse. 
andered. ^ At las 
est where the 


accordingly. Phrya Anujit, 
Through many a forest 
guided by the divine will it came to 
Creator of that great commotion Was pla 
Mankut saw the writing, and understo 
for what the horse had been set free. ‘The brave $ 
he only laughed at the arrogant writing. The tW 
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hold of the horse to enjoy a gallop on that beautiful animal. 
Phrya Anujit who was notieing the childish conduct of the two 
"er boys, could no longer suffer the animal to be thus carried away. Instant- 
ly, he came forward and obstructed their way. But a stroke from 
Mankut's arrow sent him senseless to the ground. 


But he took only a few moments to come to his senses. Recover- 


ed, he assumed the shape of a small monkey and approached the two 
brothers. But he fared no better than in his first enterprise. This j i 
time Mankut was about to kill him when Laba perceived the monkey 

in his cloth A monkey wearing a cloth! It must be owned by some- 

body. So instead of killing him they bound him firmly and left him in 

the woods with the imprecation that none but his owner would be 

able to release him from his binding. 


Phrya Anujit recovered from his swoon only to find himself in 
this sad plight. In vain did he and Barat.and Satrud try to get rid 
pe. of the cords. ‘The binding was as hard as ever. He must have to go 
- to Rama inthis ignominous condition. But how could he go to Ayudhya ? 
= Byair ?—he would be laughed at by gods. By land?—men would deride 
him. But he must haveto choose between dishonour and eternal binding. 
= Dishonour was for more agreeable than eternal shackles, he decided. 


So a victim to dishonour, t the amako, came to Rama, and was released 
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Now, Sita had a mystic ring which could undo even the hardest knot. 
She gave it to Laba and sent him to Mankut's rescue. 

At the city he found a celestial nymph in human form, who 
was drawing water for Mankut Laba offered his services to draw water 
for her, and in so doing he put the ring into the pot. No sooner had 
the ring reached Mankut's hand than he found himfelf free from 
shackles. 

'The two brothers then came out of the city into the forest and 
lay in ambush for the enemy. 

When Rama saw his prisoner escaped, he, at the head of a vast 
army, went in pursuit of Mankut. In the midst of the forest the father 


and the sons came into horrible clash. But the arrow of the son was 


not meant to drink the blood of the father, neither the father’s, to 


destroy the life of the son. They came flying across the air and fell down 


without striking, the son's being 
ped the lotus-fect of Rama. 


Amazed and astonished, Rama 
When he was informed that th 
Was not Sita killed by 


first changed to flowers that worship- 


wanted to know the parentage 


of his opponents. ey were the sons of 
erwhelmed with wonder. 


Sita, he was ov 
;akshana related the whole story. Rama's 


Lakshana? Asked by Rama, T 
joy surpassed all limits when he found out the loyal and faithful heart 
of his queen. 
ed the two brothers to their cottage where Sita 
This was the first glimpse æf his 


y inky clouds. But when she came 


He accom pani 


was eagerly waiting. for her sons. 


dear Sita, a waning moon veiled b 
» had followed them to her cotta 


v husband's imn pertinence and atrocity. Not 


de, ghe was moved 
to know that Ram ge, 5 4 


by violent indignation at he 


satisfied with wrecking her life, he had now come to wreck her sons 


lives as well. 
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Rama asked her forgiveness and entreated her to return to the | 
palace. But Sita was tired of Rama's so- -called kindness. She declined 
his offer. How could he now suffer himself to accept her as his wife? 
Did he not disbelieve her? In Lanka she was put under guard. Yet 


ae ee ENE 


she had been the object of his ect Now, she had lived freely in 
a forest for a long period of ten years. Did he-not think her conduct 


more suspicious than before? Then, how could he accept her as his wife? 


Rama had no answers to such insinuations. His only resource 
was his sincere and tearful entreaty that if she was not inclined to 
accompany, she wonld better kill him. But Sita was deaf to all his 
sweet words, and as she said, she was not like Rama who did not 
hesitate to order his own wife's death. i 


Unable to persuade Sita to accompany him, he now asked for 
his sons, so that he might take them to the palace and bring them up * 
according to such rules as befitted a prince. 


source of Sita’s pain. 


‘Che proposal was a new 
But love as she did her sons, she did not want fe: 
to impair their future by selfishly desiring them to keep her company. 
With tears that came ont of a stray heart, she all 


accompany their royal f ather and bring honour to the great dynasty.?* 


owed her sons to 


om Sitas banishment to Mankut and Laba’s fight 
corresponds more to the Bengali Ramayana than to Valmiki. According to 


Valmiki Rama banished Sita to quiet the public displeasure. 


; She gave birth to 
twins, Kusha and Lava. They never fought Rama, 


They only attended the 
korse sacrifice during which they were reconciled to their father. But in the 


Bengali Ramayana Sita was banished because she, at the request of Rama's 

sister, drew Ravana’s figure which she could not wipe out. In the forest a son 

was born to her, but Valmiki created another son from Teng grass. The lwo 

brothers took hold of the sacrificial horse and conquered their father ana was 

; reconciled. But nowhere in all the Indian versions of the Ramayana do we find 
Sita being condemned, to death, E 
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last reverence to his body. 

With heavy hearts the two brothers returned to the capital and 
informed Rama of Sita’s reply. The severity of the answer brought 
him many a sleepless night. At last, in consultation with Phrya Anujit 
he forged a plan that would bring Sita to the palace. 

Phrya Anujit went to Sita with the false news that Rama's grief 
for Sita had at last ended his life. Death had really come to her 
husband! Death! Despite its cruelties, it wipes out all feelings of 
indignation or hatred, and presents its victim in all his goodness. The 
news of death made Sita forget the cruelties meted out to her by Rama. 
She only remembered the great love he bore her. So she hurried to 
the palace to pay reverence to the last remains of her husband. She 
entered the mausoleum where the supposed dead body was preserved in 
an urn, and began to lament. The lamentation reached Rama, who 
was hiding behind a screen. He came out of his hiding place and 
rushed in joy to press the lamenting form to his burning heart. But 
his mean devise only rekindled in her heart the flame of indignation 
that was about to die out. His tearful request failing to persuade Sita 
to stay in the palace, Rama took recourse to force, He called all his 
brothers and Phrya Anujit, and commanded them to cut off all egresses 
of the mausoleum so that she might be compelled to stay. 

But then to his utter dismay there took 


place a wonderful event. 
At the spot where Sita was standing, 


the ground opened by her prayer 
and into-the chasm entered Sita and fled down to the city 


King of Patal. The ground closed upon her 
body of Rama. 


of Nagavirun, 
and received the senseless 
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CHAPTER XLIV 
Rama's sojourn in the forest 


When Rama came to his senses, he sent Phrya Anujit to Patal. 
The sight of the monkey only added more fuel to her passion. Since 
she had once been duped by him, she now became very careful and 
turned him away from her presence. 

At last Rama sought advice of Bibhek, who, with the help of 
his astrological knowledge saw the black future, slowly approaching to 
engulf Rama. The only way to get rid of this evil influence of planets 
was to leave the palace, make a sojourn in the forest for one year and 
spend the time in killing demons. The cloud would invariably pass 
away at the expiry of the year and the light that never failed would 
shine upon his life. 

So Rama went into the forest, followed by his loving brothers, 
and the faithful retinue. There they met Tripakkan, the son of Kuvera, 
who fell by Lakshana's arrow. At the fall of his son, came Kuvera 
with his mighty forces. But Rama's arrow gathered him to his son. 

They then proceeded | on their way. Very soon they came across 
a demon, Kumbhanda by za Indeed, he was a demi-g £od who, having 
been cursed by Isvara, was leading the demon life which would however 
come £o a close only when Rama would favour him with his grace. 
The kind Rama released him from his cursed life and went on into the 
deeper part of the forest. "e S 

There, they came across 4 peculiar demon with the head of a 
bird who swooped down from the blue, seized Rama and Lakshana 
and took to the sky again. But despite his rapidity he could fare no 
better than his other kith and kin. Sugrib and Hanuman snatched 


thers out of his clutches, while Angad and Nilbad made an 


bro 
the two 17 
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end of him. 
Their way then led them to a large pond, whose Wripples were 

dancing with blooming lotuses. But the beautiful pond was the home 

of Unaraj, once a servant of Isvara but now a cursed demon, He 

was destined to be fastened on a rock by means of the kok grass, 

from Rama's bow, and remain in this position for 


loosed 


a period of one 
million crores of years,and a cock would keep guard on him, and 
crow if the grass ev 


A woman would then 
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CHAPTER XLV 


Rama and Sita reconciled 


Meanwhile, the centenary assembly of gods was being held at 
Mount Krailasa. The shining ones were discussing the condition of 
the world. The whole creation was in peace and happiness, Indra 
informed Isvara.  Rams's valour had drawn all the miscreant demons 
out of their lurking places, and sent them to their doom. No sorrow 
or terror now overshadowed the happiness or safety that reigned all 
over the creation. But he who had led the world to happiness, was 
himself leading the most wretched life, since Sita, the source .of his 
joy, had indignantly left him to loneliness. 

At this the compassionate god sent for Rama and Sita so that 
he could bring them to some understanding which would ultimately 
result in happy reconciliation. 


soon the husband and wife arrived at Mount Krailasa. 


Very : 
asonable jealousy 


Siva observed that Sita was still indignant at the unre 
and cruel conduct of her husband. So the tactful god thought it 
advisable to chide Rama of his ill dealings first and then appeal to the 
softer feelings of Sita for reconciliation. i 

But the penitent Rama required no chiding. He readily c 
fessed his guilt and asked for Sita's pardon. 


Sita was still far from showing any mercy. Oi 
As she said, she had losi allefaith in 


on- 


She was too cut 


to the quick to forgive or forget. ) 
Rama's good sense. His good and bad were so changing that she 


could not believe herself in Rama's hand which might at any moment 


be raised to fall heavily on her. 


Nevertheless, appealed by 
o accept Rama in her favour. 


Isvara, she at last gave way and 


x No sooner had 
showed her readiness t 
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the words come out of Sita's lips than Rama's heart was overwhelmed 
with joy. Melancholy loosened its grip and he again found himself 
moving freely in the unbounded sphere of happiness. Enlivened now 
that he was with love, the elixir of life, the world presented to him a 
vast field of activity—a theatre to enact the deeds of unparalleled glory 


that shone bright and deathless throughout the ages and all over the 
creation. ¥ 


3s The story is then continued to COD UR WENNS TE a 


te the adventures of Mankut and igo, 
4, went to his country to 1 
Ann MUR nc y vanguish the 
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